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The Politiocal, Soecial, and Religious Life of the Golden

Age at the time of Horace and Vergil

The Purpose of this thesis is to portray the Politiecal,
Social, and Religious Life of the Golden Age, at the time of
Horagce and Vergile I have followed closely Fowler's "Hocial
Life at Rome" and his "Rellgzious Experiences of the Roman

FPeoples” 1 also made special use of Boak's "History of Rome."

It ie a rleasure here to express my grateful appreciation
to the Reve. Paul 34 Kirchen, Professor of Latin, at liount Ste.
Charles College, at whose suggestion andAwggfz whose diredtiun
tiiis work was undertaken. The author also wishes to express

his sincere thanks t0 Reve Pes Brett for his aid and also to

Miss Qs lgRalth, Librarian, for valuable assistance in secur-

ing manuserints for the completion of this work.
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“ ;!\1
18 1s appropriate that I say something comserning thpﬁ* ‘

Vergil and Horace. /’ gaag&

A

[y
Publius Vergilinuns iiaro was bhorn on the fifteanth oT\OQtwbdg

lives of these, the two great writers of the A;gustan Liﬁ.\i‘n

in the year 70 3. Ge in the first consulship of Gaacus Pbm—
peins uagnus and Jdarcus Licinus Crassus at a village in(%ho Hﬁ
neighborhood of llantuas Vergil belonged to what we caly,the
plain peoples It is on record that his mobher's lauily possras-
od 1ittle distinoetion, and his father's less., Vergil's bhilh—
hoed and bdeocvhood duys were speunt on his fathoer's farm, _?bnﬁil
spent his ecarly school days at Cremona. A4After a fev yeaiq';
traininz thore he went to liilam where he studled under tha ;%lt‘

ers of the time, but later he wnet to Rome in order to soquﬁﬂ

the best instruction possibles(l)

In those days there were no colleges or unlvoraltith haat-
ers held their classes elther in their own houses or 1nrtmaxmorc
spacious homes of wealthy Roman gentlerens The young Vorkii
gave himself to imstrustion of this kind for four or five yearss
fle studied Greek and Latln literature, cramiar, rhetoriec Qﬁd
philosophye (2) His parents desired that he should beoom{za
lawyer and ent=r a public careeres All ambitious pecple léoqu

in this direction in those dayse Other professions as we know

‘them d4id not existe

.

: 4 The hopes of the family were rudely disappointed by one

(1) mettleship, M. Life of Vergil
(2) Dewitt, Norman W, Life of Vergil

£
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calanity aftcr anothers In 49 3. Ce wien Vergil was twenty
years of age, civil war bLreke out between Caesae and Pompey.
Vergil served in this war with Caesare. After the civil war
and the death of Caesar, good fortune seemed to favor Vergile.
While defending his lands Vergil was saved from ptobahla death
at the hands of a centurion by the intervention of llacenas, the
intinate friend of the young Caesare. This chance encounter
led to a 1ife long friendship., From béyhood. Vergil had been
writing poetrys The new friend recognized his talents and ine-
troduced him to the leading men of Caesar's courte In the es-
teem gf this brilliant circie he steadily rcose from year to
year until at last he became foremcst poet of the Whole Roman
empires Te held many public and oivil offices under the gov-

er¥aument of the times

Vergil was by disposition so shy tiat he would take refuge
in the nearest shop 1f the ocrowds recognized him ian trhe streets
and followed hlh‘_(l) li@ was much attracted to the philosophy
of the Eploureans, who lald great stress upon frieandliness and
sincerity. f“he rirst fruits of his genius were 1n~t6n short
poomi kKrown as the Helogues. Next he wrote the Georgies, in
four bookss lis last and . rcatest work was the Aeneid, which
tells of the origin of Rome and the Caesarse Vergil died in

i9 BeCs at Srundusium on the 26th of September. His ashes were,

at his requast,fg;rled near Naples, where his tomb wus, a cen=

tury afterwardax#orshipped as a holy places(2)

(1) Wettleship, H. Life of vVergil
(2) 2ackail Vergil




"o Roman author except Cicero has left anything like so0
complete a self revelation as Horaces" (1) His own works tell
all that is essential. (e Horatius Flacous was bora at Ven~
usia, December 5, 65 BeCe Like Vergil Horace was of humble
origine e was a country child, the son of a freedman,

Through his own self denial and thrift, he acquired a small
holding of land in Apuliaes The convulsions of his times help=-
ed him {0 bescome the poet of peace and regonstruetion, for neai‘
1y two.thiras of his life was passed anid struggles of polit=

ical £actions and the alarms and oud breaks of civil ware.(2)

At the age of eighteen years he wnet to Athens to aaﬁpleto

his stndiés. and while there, liarcus Srutus passing through the

eity on his way to llacedonia, Horage, snecounpuuied by other
Roman youths, joined the army, bLecaue military tribune, fought
iz the last battle for the freedom of Rome at Pailippi, and
saved his 1life by flighte Though he aaved his life, he forfeit-
ed hls estate and was reduced to great want, till Vergil intro=
duced him to Maecemas, through whose interests he gaindé his
patrimény. Augnstus now became ais firend, and offered tb make
him his secoretary, wihich office Horace declineds When liaccenas
was sent %o Srundusium to conclude a treaty between Augustus
and Lnthoﬁy he took with him Horace, Vergil; and other literary
friends; and not long after he presented Horace with the Sabine

viila to which he retired for the rest of uis dayse 1is "Odes"

(1] Haight Horace and his Art of Enjoyment
(2) Dure, J« Wright Horaces



are models of that kind of composition, and his "Epistles"
and "Satires" abound with acute and vivacious observations,
while his "Poetic Art" presents the gifficulties of poetical
composition and the principles which should guide the poet

in his worke liorace died suddenly, in the year 8 3« Cs

The Golden Age was divided into two periods. The Ciccy-
onian period and the Augustan reriods Ii was at this time that
the Roman literature attained its zenith for inspiration,
gnality and lasting influences (1) The literature of this
poriod was the output of an epoch rendered momentous by the
final batitle-stress of republican pclicice and the birth throes

of enmpires To these twe great perliods, the Ciceronian and the

‘Angustan, beiong the gr-ateet poetry, the greatest oratory,

and, save for Tacitus, the greatest history ever writtens It
was an age of acgholars and oriticse The best crcations of this
time are road throughont the civilized worlde 1t left a her-
itage to the wogld wiich never wilil be forgotten. The Auguste
an period lasted from 43 B.Ce to 14 AeDe Thise is the period

with whieh I will deal on extensively in this works

The spirit of the Augustan Age survives in the verse of
two poets wh se works remain, out of many which were uvritten

and enjoyed t eir siare of popularity during the half century

(1) Duff, Je Wight Literary History of Rome



































































































