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INTRODUCTION

The first half of the twentieth century has been & period
of world tension and strife in nearly every realm of human ac-
tivity. Men search for an answer to the problewms confronting
them at the present time. They ask themselves, "What is wrong
with the world today?" "Here, at least, is one thing wrong:
supermen, supercorporations, supergovernments, considering them=-
selves "beyond good and evil®, immune to criticism and lndepen-
dent of moral codes,"l Few men today reallze that this state of
affairs i1s but a culmination in the social order at present of
the philosophy of & man who called himself, 'the first immoral-
ist' Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche,

There have been many critics of Nletzsche, but .there have
been few who have really understood his philosophy. An under-
stand ing, however, 1s necessary, for only those who are aware
of Nietzsche's true meaning are able to discern his widespread,
yet subtle, influence in tocday's world. It is only in consider-
ation of this influence that a real need for a well grounded
criticism of the foundation of his moral doctrine is manifest,

Most people who read Niletzsche are at first inclined to

dismiss him as a madman., Often they are acquainted with him

*James M. Gillis, C.S.P., False Prophets (Chicsgo: Specisal
edition prepared by the MecMillan Co. for the Extension Press,
1927) p. 90.




only insofar as they remember his phllosophy as the offilclal
philosophy of the Nazi-Facist movemcnt during the Second
World War. The false notion that his significance was de-
stroyed along with the Nazi movement is all too prevelant - and
all too wrong. The Nazi doctrine, insofar as it depended on
Nietzsche's philosophy, was only an interpretation - and an
incorrect one &t that - of what Nietzsche was trying to conveye.
Taken out ofucontext, Nietzsche's words have been construed as
the basis of Nazlism, Fascism, and even anti-Semitism., Taken
in relation to his total meaning, however, they signify none
of these things, but rather they express something which is
more harmful to the minds of men. Even those who have dis-
missed Nletzsche as a madman, when they are forced to face the
reality of modern times and the condition of the world today,
cannot refuse to admit that "...he was, and still remains after
death, an amazingly influential madmen, "+

To say that Nietzsche was wrong, and thean to dismiss his
whole philosophy as a falsehood 1s neither prudent nor 1is it
correct. That Nletzsche was wrong is evident, but to say tnat
no truth whatsoever resides in his doctrine is an insult to
humen intelligence. The fact that so many men have been con-
vinced by his erroneous teachings, the fact that they have been
s0 utterly deceived oy his subtle analysis of culture and mor-
ality, 2ll these testify that men must at least see some glimpse
of the truth in what Nietzsche has to say. Their inabllity to

distinguish truth from falsity, however, has brought about thelr

1611118, op. cit., p. 86.




own deception. Through the course of history philosophy has
been man's gulde in the search for truth, Some have fallen
into error by their own refusal to acknowledge the Truth which
has confronted them in this search. PMNany others, as 1s often
the case of those who follow Nietzsche, have glimpsed the truth
of some particular philosophy only in a superficiél way, and
have been led, through a distortion of this truth, into error.
This thesls then, is an attempt to discern truth from falsity
in Nietzsche's Moral Doctrine, thereby to present the false in
the light of the true in order that men might benefit from the
latter, and not be deceilved by the former.

In order to accomplish this purpose we must analyze and
criticize the Moral Doctrine of Nietzsche by some standard which
is true. It is for this reason that we choose the Christian
philosophers as our standard, and even here we have chosen only
those who have expressed & moral doctrine which is in accord with
reality, and which can be ﬁroven to be true, and furthermore,
only those who have definitely touched on those matters, in their
moral teachings, which are pertinent to tnis paerticular critique,

It must be noted here too that Nietzsche attacked morality
on two levels, the theological as well as the philosophical. In
the background and explanation of the moral problem we must take
the theological element into consideration in presenting Nietzche's
attack on Christianity and Christian culture. The Moral Doctrine
itself, however, which 1s the basis for this critique will‘be
evaluated and discussed only in terms of a stricly philosophy

treatment,






































































































































































































