Education for Healthcare Professionals on Screening for Child Abuse
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Study

Implementation of a
Comprehensive Program to
Improve Child Physical Abuse
Screening and Detection in the
Emergency Department (Carson,

2018).

A Training Programme for Taiwan
Nurses to Improve Child Abuse

Reporting (Lee & Chou, 2017).

A Survey on the Perception and
Attitude Change of First-Line
Healthcare Providers After Child

Abuse Education in South Korea: A

Pilot Study (Paek et. Al., 2019).

Successtul E-learning Programme
on the Detection of Child Abuse in

Emergency Departments: A
Randomized Controlled Trial

(Smeekens et al., 2011).
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Description

Results

Level IV, correlation study held a 20- The 20-minute educational session

minute educational session for
healthcare protessionals (HCP) on
screening and recognition of child

abuse using the Escape Instrument

screening tool. The goal was to
evaluate test scores based on
knowledge and confidence of the
HCP before and after education.

for HCPs on the use of the Escape
Instrument for screening and
recognition of child abuse was
determined to be effective.

Confidence scores increased from
3.31 before the education to 3.77
after.

Level lll, quasi-experimental research The Child Abuse and Neglect

study which had nurses receive a

child abuse and neglect training and
compared self-efficacy scores before

and after.

Level IV, correlation study examined

3 survey results, one from before
and 2 from after educational

SEessIons or
confidence

In screening and

recognition of child abuse. Two, two-
hour long lectures about screening,

reporting, and recognition were
given to HCPs at 15 different
hospitals in South Korea.

Level Il randomized controlled trial
examined whether an e-learning
course was effective in increasing
confidence in screening for child
abuse.

healthcare professional’s

Training Program for Nurses was
shown to be effective with
confidence scores increasing from
pre-test (6.57) to post-test
(8.42). Training increased
confidence in screening for and
recognizing child abuse.

Healthcare professional’s
confidence scores significantly
increased after the lectures on
child abuse. The average
confidence score before was 4.76
(out of 10), immediately following
the program the score was /.59,
and the average score three
months later was 6.6.

Confidence scores increased
significantly in the experimental
group who received the e-learning
training to aid in child abuse
recognition and screening.

Conclusion

o Overall, education for health
professionals is effective in |

care
mproving

recognition and screening for child

abuse.

o While the research articles mostly

answered the PICO question,

further

study is needed across more hospitals in
order to definitively determine benefits
of education related to child abuse

screening and recognition.
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Appllcation to Nursing

o Nurses are mandatory reporters,

meaning that it child abuse
nurses have an ethical and
obligation to report it.

o It is important that nurses a
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on recognizing and screening for child
abuse, as nurses have a significant
amount of patient interaction.
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o Nurses could advocate for e
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the idea to management.
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This work is not original. This is an evidence-based practice brief that includes research conducted by professionals. Guidance was provided by Stephanie Burkholder & Melissa Kukulski, professors of NU 307: Evidence-Based Practice Research Methods




