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Training Results
● Took a month of training to accept the 

harness without displaying noticeable 
stress signals.

● Was able to quickly infer that 
someone pointing at an object meant 
the he should walk towards it.  

● Had a consistent reaction towards 
new places. Would showcase 
cautious exploratory behavior, but 
was quick to hide if new stimuli was 
introduced. Needed high reward 
treats in order to stay calm. 

● Had a short attention span when 
training. Activities had to be active 
and varied or he would walk away. 
Training had to be short.

Training Results
● Took two semesters to accept the 

harness once per training session, but 
will still display some stress signals.

● Was able to infer that someone 
pointing at an object meant that she 
should walk toward the end of the 
hand, but slow to pick up that she 
needed to continue towards the object

● Had different reactions to new places. 
When introduced to the dorms she hid 
for several hours. When introduced to 
the canine center she explored with 
few stress signs.

● Had a longer attention span when 
training. Activities could be repetitive 
and stationary and she would still 
participate.

Results
Major differences were found 

between the two cats, but we are 
unable to conclude whether the 
difference was age, personality, 
sex, previous life experience, or 
some other unknown factor due 
to the small sample size. 

The kitten had a shorter 
attention span and required 
more varied activities while the 
older feline was the exact 
opposite. Both cats reacted 
differently to harness and new 
environments.

Future
We feel it is necessary to 

conduct more intensive research 
to fill the gaps in our knowledge. 
If training is found to be most 
important as a kitten, then 
veterinarians, shelter workers, 
and cat trainers will be able to 
act proactively towards a cat’s 
future by starting the training as 
soon as possible.

A potential research project 
would be a longitudinal study of 
kittens and senior felines. Both 
groups get extensive training 
and the results are recorded. 
Notes should be taken of sex, 
age, and personality of each cat.

Research
Very little research was found 

on how feline aging affects their 
learning ability. One study of 
shelter cats had age as a 
variable, but did not train cats 
younger than six months. [2]

Canine research had to be 
used to fill gaps. A study showed 
that training dogs at a young age 
would affect their friendliness 
towards people, where as 
training at an older age did not. 
[3]

Cat socialization periods are 
stated to be between 7-14 
weeks yet no research has been 
done on how training during 
theis period will affect the cats 
throughout their lives. [1]
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