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INTRODUCTION

The world today continues to pay tribute to the memory of one
of Spain's greatest sons, & man among men, & thinker among thinkers,
a sesker after God who feared not, and neither did he cease to act,
to write and to speak freely, though it sight cost him his life,

This manly man, this original thinker is Miguel de Unamuno who has
been widely pmohuad as the father of twentieth century existens
tlaldsn, 1 Yot Unamuno was a man of many contradictions both in

his 1ife and in his philosophy, and his role in the philosophieal
development is equally hard to ovaluate, A recent review in The New
fork Iimes said of him: “No figure in modern literature has been
more personal than Miguel de Unamuno, and yet there is no personality
more difficult to define and assess, ie himself disliked easy
classifications: he was a philosopher and poet, a novelist and
teacher, an essayist and politiesl prophets...” 2

Don Miguel was not & man to echo the philosophies of others, On
the contrary, he showed a characteristic independence of mind,
Addressing an audience some years after Miguel had completed his studies
at the University of Salamanca, one of his professors praised him in
the following terms: ®And guided by his lucky star, he struck out
along uncharteored paths, anticipating by several decades the sxistenw
tialism of Heldegger and Jaspers.® ° It was extremely doubtful that
Unamuno had perchance come across something by Kierkegaard and so been
introduced to his ideas bofore he had dovised his own prior to 1900,
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fis professor, Professor Morayta, testifies to his independence of
thought, and it would seem more probable that any similarity in Mguel's
and Kierkegaard's ideas at that time was merely coincidental. FHe secems
to suggest that Heidegger and Jaspsrs md Unamuno later, and thus
Unamano could have boen the futher of modern existentialism, '
Although this is purely conjecture, it is not at all illogieal, The
irrefutable fact stands that Unamuno was an independent existentialist
thinker who had discovered in Kierkegaard a soul not unlike his own,

Regardless of whether or not Unamuno was the father of modemn
existentialism, he was an oxistentialist who devised a truly humanistice
philosophy, the effects of which have relevance to modern philosephic
thought. Humanism, an intellectual and enltural movement which arose
during the Renalssance pericd of Western Zurope, was the result of a
revival of interest in the study of classical Oreek and Latin literature
and eulture. It was characterized by an emphasis on human interests,
the purely human qualities of man as man, and tended to exclude any
regard for the Dvine. Humanism essentially aims to rendsr man more
husan and causes him to participate in all that can enrich him both in
nature and in history. Deing gemerally an anthropocentrie oroblem, it
prineipally seeks to discover what it is to be man, Although there is
evidence of & humanism whiech springs from religious and transcendental
sources, the humanism of Unamuno is an atheistic humanism, one which
soeks to dismiss Jod as irrelevant, superfluous,

In Mght of the existential movement which appears to be becoming
increasingly influential in twentieth century philesophy, it is the
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purpose of this author to examine and evaluate the humanistie philosophy
of a man who is not just a typical existentialist, but is probably one of
the originators of modern existential thought. This is the philosophy
of the Spanish humanist, Miguel de Unamuno, This work will be written
partioularly from the viewpoint of showing how the thread of humanism,
which can be readily observed throughout the 1life and works of Unamuno,
binds him up in the preoccupation of individual, human existence.

His humanism is best depicted in his principal work of philosoply,
Dol sentidsdonto trdcice de 1a vide (The Iragic Senes of Life)r T
am the centre of my universe, the centre of the universe, and in my
suprems anguish I cry 'What is & man profited Af he shall gain the
whole world and lose his own soul? (Matthew xvi. 26),' 5 s
humanistice tendency can further be accounted for in his statement that
"sur sense of the world of objective reality is necsssarily subjective,
Mmmmme.‘ﬁ And concerning the Uodeldea, he was of the
opinion that Jod is superfluous for he had not found the hypothesis of
God necegssary in order to construct his schome of the origin of the
universe, Unamuno, therefore, beliewed that in no way whatever does
the idea of God help us to understand better the existence, essence and
finality of the universe. This tenst is a2 necessary prevequisite for
MﬁﬂwaMﬁcMmpw.7

But aside from his staunch attitude against a theocentric universe
Unamuno is a man of contradiction.ehe wants to believe in God, This is
the tragedy of his life, and if this struggle could be depicted in art,
he would look somewhat like the character portrayed in Raphael's powerful
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and intriguing painting of the "Mass of Bolsena® in the Vatican., This
is the terrible tragedy where an unbelieving priest, or & prisst who
thought he did not bellsve, eye to eye with & imeeling Pope, watches in
fascination as the Host begins to bleed in his hendd ©°

Also, the intellectual eclimate itself in which he lived and
breathed was thet of existential comtradiction which included incertitude,
discord, doubt, and agony, all of whieh is in short "the tragic sense of
1ife." To Unamuno this "tragic sense of 1life" carries with it the whole
conception of life itself and of the universe, a2 whole philosophy more
or less formulated, more or less conscious, 4And in this sense this
phllosophy may be possessed, and i3 possessed not only by individual men
but by whole peoples. This then is the central theme of his Tragic
Sense of life, the theme of existential sconflict and agony which
constantly plagnes him throughout his long, "agonlous® life. Throughout
this work the humanistic element of Unamuno's philosophy will be contine
uwally recurring while Zon Miguel gives "glimpses of deep mystery of man's
souldand conscience® in his existentialist literature, 4

Following this resune of Miguel de Tnamuno's phiilosophy and its
significance in modern existentialist thought will be a brief summary of
his life and literary works. Thereupon, the chief tenets of his humanistie
philosophy will be examined and the work will be concluded with an apropos
evaluation of Umamunian existential philosophy.



















































































































