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This dissertation, JOUN DENNIS RYAN, COPPER KING, was written
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I have attempted in the following chapters to focus some light
on the sareer of Jotn Du Rysn, his pert in building up the great
inaconda Gopper Mining Company, and further to analyse the opinions
umefMﬂmmmwnrommunzu-
and accomplisiments,

Seldom have I expressed my owm opinions on different matters,
- and vhen 1 did so, it was only after making & complete study of a-
veileble materiale

My source meterial hus been limited to metter found in the
followings

1. Libraries

Carroll College Library;

mt.mmumumm

Pibldo Libearyy Duttes
2+ lNewspaper "morgues™

Independent Resord, lelemaj and
The lontana Standard, Butte.

I also hed porsomal interviews with Mrs J. D Murphy end Mr.
We Je Soallon, both one-time associates and friends of Mr. Gysns

To the sbove mentioned gentlemen, to the 1ibrarians of the
libreries mentioned, and to Father MeCormick, 1 express my sincere
appresistion for the valusble assistence remdered and so willingly

given meo.




CHAPPER Is The Early Years

The great empire of insconds was built up largely through the
efforts, vision and wisdom of one mans That nan was John Dennis
Ryems His power and influence in the industrial world, his tact
and diplomscy and great foroefulness were the instruments chiefly
responsible for the meking of an industrial giant, the like of
which is found nowhere else on this ou'bhol

In the eity of Hameock, Hichigan, om October 10, 1884, was bom
John De Rysn, the son of John Carlos and Joenna Ryene His father
was a mining expert and prospector, a pioneer in the Lake Superior
Copper Districte But the son for a mumber of years showed little
interest in mininge Nor did he accept the college education his
parents offered him. At 17 he went to work in a gemeral store
owned by an uncle in one of the Michigan copper towns, and for the
next 8 yoars was a clorke it 27 he went te Colorado, and obtained
work as e traveling salesman of lubrication oilse A part of his
territory was in liontane, end there he met and sold oils to liarous
Daly, the copper magnate, who more than once offered him a positione
But Ryan, so far satisfied with his job, refuseds Not until he
married an old playmate, Nettie Cardner of Hemoock, Michigan, in
1896, did embition begin %o stir within him. He now began buying
stock in Daly's Benk and Trust in lontens, end in the course of
several years, beceme am importawt facter in its .rm,r-.a
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After the death of lareus Daly, it became necessary for lirs.
Daly end her advisers, A. J. Campbell end Den J. Hemnessy, to sel~
eot a new mansger for the Daly Bank and Trust Company, the largest
bank of the Dely interests, lrs. Daly suggested John Ds Ryan for
the position. She felt he was a deserving and capsble young man
and she wanted Yo give him his opportunity. Her advisers aogquies~
ing, lire Ryan was appointed to the plage and became a resident of
Butbe,®

Eventually he bought up the sheres of the bank with his sev-
ings and borrowlugs until it finally besene hise’

Thus lMrs. Daly, e gentle old lady, started on his romantic
and successful career one of the greatest captains of the copper
industry of all time,’

Also instrumentel in getting for lirs Ryan the job as head of
the Daly Bank snd Trust was lire Vin. Seallon, them president of the
inasconde Compeny end business edvisor of the Daly estate. It was
Scallon who urged him to come to Butbe. This he did in 1901,

At that time the so-called Heinze-imalgemated copper war was
raging et its heights Under the law of the Apex Comtroversies,
some real end others artificially created by Heinse, prastically
every vein snd ore body within and beneath Butte's metehless hill
of mineral wealth wag involved.

All efferts of a settlement had been sbortive and it seemed
nothing but the finaneiasl insbility of one party to conbimue the
warfare could end !.t-a
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About this time the trust Luilders of Standard 01l end the Hate
ional City Bank of New York became interested in the possibilities of
doing in copper what they had so profitably done in other industries.
For this purpose lessrs. Villiam Rockerfeller, Jumes Stillman, and i,
He Rogers organized the imalgemated Copper Compeny as & holding oomp-
eny to acquire conbrol of the mining companies at war with each other
in Butte. First, in 1800, Amalgemated bought Ansconda from larcus
Dalys Then, one by one, the other compenies ceme into the fold of
Amalgemateds But it was no process of pesceful Wa.?

In 1904 Wime Scallon, after soveral attempts, finally sécceeded
in securing an scceptance of his resignation as head of the lMentana
operations of the imalgamatede Several months elapsed before the
place was filleds Finally the job was given to lir. Rysns Ho was
given powers of occzmend over political and fighting forces.

Butte was not only engeged in the battle of the so-called imal-
gemated Copper companies on one side and the Heinge interests upon
the other, but there was little of commmnity interests between the
individual unite thet represented the so-called Analgemated Copper
companiess Old feuds, controversies, and traditions existed smong
these soveral units. Their interests had never been campletely
unified. It was therefore, thought advisable upon the resignation
of lire Soallon, to look ocutside the imnediate mining organizations
for a man capable of taking charge of the situation and bringing
sbout unity of effort. m-mmmn.wa























































