
An Exploration of the Human Condition and the Search for Peace 

The World is a 
Wasteland



What is the Human Condition?

The human tendency to engage in self-destructive behaviors due 
to the spiritual and moral decay of society. 



The Waste Land
T.S. Eliot

1888 - 1965
Post WWI London

“What are the roots that 
clutch, what branches grow 
out of this stony rubbish?” 

(Eliot, 38). 



   Confessions
St. Augustine of Hippo

354 AD - 430 CE
Roman North Africa

 “In my youth I wandered 
away, too far from your 

sustaining hand, and created 
myself a barren waste”

(Augustine, 53). 



T.S. Eliot
● Violent war 
● Destructive technology
● Isolation 

“Waste” in Society

St. Augustine
● Violent entertainment
● Personal experience with theft and 

drunkenness



“Waste” in Relationships

“And think of poor Albert, 
he's been in the army four 

years, he wants a good 
time, and if you don't give 

it to him, there's others 
will” (42). 

“I was bound down by this 
disease of the flesh. Its 

deadly pleasures were a 
chain that I dragged along 
with me, yet I was afraid to 

be freed from it” (128). 

T.S. Eliot St. Augustine



Searching for Something More



Imagine a Peaceful World
T.S. Eliot alludes to the importance of spiritual peace. 
“Shantih. Shantih. Shantih” (Eliot, 51). 

St. Augustine finds peace through relationship with God. 
“Not in revelling in drunkenness, not in lust and wantonness, not in quarrels and rivalries. Rather, arm 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ; spend no more thought on nature and nature’s appetites” (178).  

“I long instead for innocence and justice… With them is certain peace and life that cannot be disturbed” 
(Augustine, 53).

Although the human condition may not have one true cure, both authors suggest that 
humans should challenge their nature by seeking spiritual peace. 
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Questions? 


