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Philosophy



“But justice is the bond of men in 
states, for the administration of 

justice, which is the determination 
of what is just, is the principle of 

order in political society.”
- Aristotle in the Politics (I:2:1253a:31)



Truth and the State: Three Relations to Consider

1. Totalitarianism
2. Agnosticism Towards the 

Truth
3. A Balanced Relation 

Between Freedom and 
Moral Truth



“The first conclusion to be drawn, then, is that the 
original and most important sphere of activity, one that 
predetermines all the others, is simply an attempt to 
create and support the independent life of society as an 
articulated expression of living within the truth.”

- Václav Havel: The Power of the Powerless



Possible Responses to Governments that Lie



“I am therefore suggesting a strategy that should 
gradually lead us out of the blind alley we are in today. 
This strategy can be summarized in two phrases: what 
unifies and drives us must continue to be a sense of 
moral commitment and mission; and this drive should be 
given a place and a perspective in the creation of a 
parallel polis.”

- Václav Benda: “The Parallel Polis”



Conclusion and 
Present Significance
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Thank you!


