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Historical Context & Humanism 

⬥ 1340-1600 (High Renaissance 
1450-1550)

⬥ Rebirth of Greco-Roman ideals

⬥ Science, Philosophy, Culture, Art 
outside of religion 

⬥ Desire to capture the human condition 
and fulfilling the human potential 

⬥ The admiration of the human body and 
its ‘peak’ physical condition
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NOT SO DANTE
⬥ 1842 Liège, Belgium

⬥ Bishop of St. Paul’s cathedral 
commisson

⬥ Joseph Geefs inspiration

⬥ Problems with the clergy, press, and 
congregation
○ Fascination with the devil, 

temptation, and the church ideals

⬥ The Royal Museum of Fine Arts of 
Belgium
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ANOTHER TRY
⬥ 1848

⬥ Guillaume Geefs changes

⬥ Seduction vs punishment
○ Tormented face and pensive 

posture
○ Shackled to his pedestal 
○ Closed knees  

⬥ Still standing
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