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INTRODUCTION

In this age of Rationalism we are told that Christianity
would in the main be acceptable if it were purged of its mir-
aculous element., As a result certain authors have attempte?l§o
write a life of Christ from which all miracles are excluded.

One might just as well write a life of Caesar and omit all
reference to his wars. The tendency to minimize the miraculous,
t0 explain it away, or to reduce it to fable and allegory, arises
from this spirit of Rationalism, To a very large extent this

is due to a misunderstanding of the nature of the miraculous,
and its relation to the First Cause and to Natural laws and
forces. The fundamental difficulty to the disbelievers in
miracles is a misconception of the nature and attributes of

God. If the First Cause i& not recognized as Infinite, All-Wise,
All~-Powerful and Free, no amount of argument will carry a con-
viction of the possibility and probability of the miraculous.

The subject of miracles is one of the highest importance,
and in regard to which all compromise is impossible. The re-
cords of the human race all the world over Lear testimony to
the universal bLelief in miracles, and to their actual occurrence.
It is incredible that men of all nations, times and places should
have conspired in delilerately alleging that which is untrue.

(1) €f. Marsh, Gideon W, B, Miracles, B. Herder, Publisher,




It is also incredible that these same people, ignorent and learned
alike, should all have been deceived. Certainly then, Miracles
are worthy of examination even by the scientists of the
twentieth century.

In this work we shall approach the question of miracles in
the following manner: first, we shall point out the erroneous
views that various schools of philosophy have regarding miracles;
secondly, we shall explain the true nature of miracles, with
emphasis on the-ﬁgzggiof 3t. Thomas Aquinasj thirdly, we shall
show that miracles are both intrinsically and extrinsically
possible and that they are very highly probable, also that they
can be recognized as suchj; and lestly, we shall criticize the
erroneous views mentioned in the first part of this thesis

and then show that miracles have occurred all down through

history even to our own day.




CHAPTER I

Objections Regarding Miracles

Perhaps the bssic error in the world today regarding miracles
is that of the rationalists. Rationalism (from Latin, ratio,
"reason") is the doctrine of those who deny the existence or need
of Divine Power, Guidance or Authority, for they assert that
there are no supernatural truths. Rationalism asserts that
human reason is adecquate to cope with all truths that exist.

In a word, Rationalism teaches that there are no truths outside
the reach of the human mind. It finds Faith opposed to reason.
And so, Rationalism aims to reduce a miracle to an extraordinary
event that results from natural laws as yet unknown,

"The rationalists are of opinion that truth is easy to
attain, and therefore undertake to bring all things within the
compass of reason, a human reason which has no need to submit
humbly and patiently to the discipline, whether of reality it~
self, a teacher,or God."<2)Rationalism leads to Subjectivism,
which takes as its criterion of truth the knowing subject, not
the object to be known; or it leads to Individualism, which
calls upon each philosopher to create his own novel view of the
universe; or it leads to Naturalism, which rejects all divine

(3)
teaching.
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(2) Meritain, Jacques, An Intraduction to Philosophy, Longmans,
Green & Co. New York, 1930, 1B82.

(3) €f. Ibig, 183.




Spinoza - who belonged to the school of Determinism - traced
more or less directly his philosophy back to Descartes « the
father of modern Rationalism. Spinoza was a Determinist because
he denied that God was free. He denied the possibliity of a
miracle since he held that God acts always from the necessity of
his Nature so that His action is invariable. Spinoza taught
that the term "miracle" should be understood with reference to
the opinions of men, and that it means simply an event which we
are unable to explain by other events familiar to our experience.
Thus, the miracles of one age become the ordinary workings of
nature in the next age. Hence, to S5Spinoza a miracle never happens
in fact, and is only a name to cover our ignorance,

The well-known argument of David Hume against the credibility
of a miracle has often been refuted. A miracle, he said, was
contrary to experience; a violation of the laws of nature., With
this misunderstanding of the nature of & miracle as his founda-
tion, he hes raised his famous structure of arguments against
the miraculous.,

The first principles and true spirit of modern Rationalism
were revealed by Immanuel Kant. Through Kant, and his subjectivistic
philosophy, Rationalism has joined hands with its opposite,
Skepticism, and became absorbed in the anti-intellectualism of

the modernists. Kant held that we cannot know the reality
corresponding to our ultimate scientific, philosophic or religious

ideas, but only their appearances,










































































































