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Of all the oycles of the Arthurian lLegend the cyele of lerlin is the
greatest for the others are bused on lleriin's prophecies. 4&s Arthur re-
presents the physical force in the world so llerlin represents the intel-
lectual force, which is the guide, prophet and protector in t.he Arihure
ian Epic. In point of tice Merlina is prior to arthur, being adviser and
counselor to Vortigern and to Uther who was the father of artimr. In
fact Arthur owes his birth, and victories to the wise counsels of Herlin.

In treating tie subject of the Merlin theme fowr natural divisions
gan be made. Those four divisions will be followed beginning with the
legend as narrated by the burds, chroniclers, romancers und the modern
writers. Xach division of writers has made its contribution to the
legend, though continuing the gencral tradition. Down through the
history of the literature of England the theme can be traced, however
dim its path may becors at times.

In searching back "thpough the daszzling period of the Homancers,
where the brilliant imagination of the medieval writer has clothed alli
the sgenes he depicts with a glow of noonday splendour; back through the
sombre era of the Chroniclers, where, im the gray dawn of early romance,
the grand outlines of the more prominent figures can be discerned with
tolerable accurasy; back to the thick misty shades of bardic tires,
where amid the dariness of pre-historic days, tLhe fignfu of heroes and
enchanters loom colossally forth, like dim supernatural forms, the very
hagze which obscures them, magnifying their true proportions", we find

Merlin firat represented as a “elsh barde(l)

»

(1) Gurteen, S. H., "The Arthurian Epic", P. 161-162




It seems certain that about the fifth or sixth century there lived
a person Myrdhin, the Velsh form Nyrthin, who attained fame as a bard,
and to whom several poems have been attributed but it is doubtful that
any of his works exist. Nennius, one of the shroniclers, though he
mentions Zaliessin and Aneurin as bards of the sixth sentury, does not
mention Uyrdhin. Zvidently the workd of this bard were lost by the
ninth century and any vestige of his fame begame a part of tradition.
In one of the Northern clans of the Velsh, winich is supposed to have
given most all the heroes of “elsh Homanee, there was one known as Herlin
the Caledonian or Merlin the Vild. According to iegend he was supposed
t0 have gone insane after fighting in a battle in which he witnessed the
slaughter of his kinsmen. He is said to be buried at Bardsey, the is=-
land of the Velsh saints in North Vales.

During the reign of Ambrosius, the brother of Uther Pendragon,
thibro fore the nn§10 of Arthur, there lived also an enschanter and proe-
phet, Ambrosius. BSardic writers confused the king and enchanter thus
oreating a new character possessing both prophetic and kingly powers,
those of the prophet predominatinge <“radition has it that ambrosius the
enchanter was born in "elsh Mab-leian, which iater took ihe form of the
Latin, Merlinus and became the name of the enchanter in the short form
of Merlin. Living at the same time and in the same locality was ierlin
the bard. The identity of name caused the two to become confused by
tha' later bardic writers. Thus Merlin is & character who is the result
of the confusion of three uistincet personages, namely, Myrdhin, the

bard; Ambrosius, the prophet; und Ambrosius, the kinge This fact is
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confirmed by the later bardiec writers who make a distinction between the
two Merlins. The enchanter becomes a mythological hero who is supposed.
to know the past, present and future, and some tire in the dim past he
was ruler in Britain wiich was a flower-~bedecked island. Besides this
island kingdom he had a sub-lacual kingdom, "where everything was of the
richeast character, the inhabitants being charming i11lttle creatures, with
waves of long hair falling in massaive curls on their shoulders, and the
only want felt was the full, soft light of the sun, whisch, coming to them
through the water, was but faint and cast no shadow, Here was the fame
ous workshop where Merlin forged the enchanted sword Ixsalibur, and
where alone the stones were found by which the sword cculd be charpenedes
It is to this region that Ixcalibur was restored at Arthur's dying request
and where it will remain .until his future return”.(1l)

Merlin the bard then is represented as the one who predicts the
coming of Arthur and the great and glorious future of the Sritons. It
is at this time that a nymph of the woods comes into existence being
called Vivlian or Viviemne by the romancers. <his nymph is said %o
possess magic powers whereby she could make herself invisible, and by
which powers she later made Merlin her captive.

It is intereating 10 note here the confusion exiating as to the

identities of Norgan la Fay, the iLudy of the Lakxe and Vivienne. Norgan

: la Fay is the Morgen who is known as the lady of the Isles of Avalion

who healed Arthur’s woulds. Professor Rhys says that at different times
she is made to ghange from a benevolent and kind person to one hostile

and truculent. <The same appliea to the character of the lLady of the

(1) Gurteen, S« He, "The Arthurian Epis", P. 168




Lake of whose figure Halory gives us widely different views. Juoting
again from Rhys, "Accordingly, one Lady of the Lake sends arihur the
sword Exgalibur and asis for Balyn's head in return for it; another
Lady of the Lake confines Merlin in his stone prison; a third Hyneue,
busies herself about Arthur's safety, and & fourth about that of
Lancelot". (1) These may all be taken as one aspect of the samé person-
age of the lake lady Morgen.

In the story of "Tristram and Isoude” Sir Zriastram had proceeded
to England to seek adventure. Vhile passing through the forest he
heard a bell ringing. "He followed the sound and found a hermit, who
informed him thut he was in the forest of Armantes, belonging to the
fairy Viviane, the lady of the Lake, who smitien with love for ZXing
Arthur, had found means L0 entice him to this forest...where she held
him imprisoned™.

"Dy, Somner incorporates into his index, references to the ascounts
of Nimue of Maulory, bui not every passing allusion to those accountis.
Bor does he include under the name Ninue of references 10 the Lady of
the Lake who gave Arthur the sword Ixcalibur. Ohe was a different chare
aster, whose head had been cut off by Balin long before Merlin became
assotteds Bul were every reference in Malory o any lady of the lake
inscluded under one figure, the conclusion must be the same, viz., that
Halory's lady of the lake is not the prototype of the Vivien of the
Idylls of the King™.{1)

fwo stories of Merlin arose somewhat later which made him & Christ-

ian charaster. <These stories whether told by the Welah or Armorican

(1) Bhys, J., "Studies in the Artourian Legend”, P.348

(2) Jones, H., "Growth of the ldylls of the King", P. 32=33
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writers is essentially the same, differing only in details of his con-
version to ochristianity. T{his eccleslastical addition to the tale of
flerlin is of little importance being merely an interesting side light.

In the latter purt of the eighih century there lived a chronicler
named Wennius, about whom very little is known. He wrote a history in
which he makes mention of Arthur--three hundred years after his victor-
jes--which shows us that & romantic hero=story about Arthur had develop-
ed among the British Uelta. 4&According to the history of Nennius, Vorti-
gern was going to build a large castle but it was deatroyed after each
of threec attempts, by some unknown force. By the advise of the Vise
Ven Vortigern sent out men to find a child who was not of an earthly
fathers The ¢hild was to be killed and his blood sprinkled on the
ground before erecting a new castle. A child was found and brought be-
fore the king and upon queationing he gave his nume as Ambrosius. He
told the king that the cause of the destruction of the castle was two
dragons, one red and the other white, fighting under the earthe. The
Zing's men upon digging into the earth found the two dragons as Ambe
rosius had predicted. The red dragon won the battle and Ambrosius
prophecied that Vortigern would conquer the Saxons, as iLhe red .ragon
represented him, This is the firat account of ihe pmpheoiel of Amb-
rosiuse.

The next three hundred years reveal nothing of the further develop=-
ment of the story. ¥Not until Geoffrey of lMonmouth in the twelfth sent-

ury compiled his "History of the Xings of sSritain®, do we again hear of























































