SOME PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL
PHILOSOPHY CONTAINED IN
DE REGIMINE PRINCIPUM

by

Charles Henry Gallagher

A Dissertation
submitted to the Department of Philesophy
of Carroll College in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the Degree of
Bachelor of Arts

Helena, Montana e : =
1949

ﬁ“?iﬁTgilﬁrﬁ ¥
QuL "«gﬁ)h LE{J{?

TR




Table of Contents

Introduction. The Importance of Political Thought ¢« » o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ » 1

Chapter I, The Historicity, Authenticity and Character of
_DERegiminePrincj_plmIooooo.-o.ooo.ocoo13

]

Chapter I, Content of the Work + s v v 5 o s 6.5 ¢ v 5.4 ¢ ¢ v & » 18
Chapter III. Contrasts and Comparisons « « « o« o« s s s o« s o ¢« s o 34
Bib nography L J L ] L 2 L d - bl L s - - L] L] -~ L L a L J L ® 3 L 3 El L) L k] L4 39




Introduction

The Importance of Political Thought

“"And much it grieved my heart to think
What man has made of man." (1)

Writing one hundred and fifty years ago, the English Romantic poet,
William Wordsworth, has put into the form and language of poetry the
thoughts and opinions held by most thinking people in the world today:
By ignoring, or even totally denying the Fatherhood of God, mankind has
consequently and necessarily forgotten about the brotherhood of man.

And in speaking of the locale and circumstances surrounding the
poem's composition, Wordsworth said: "Actually composed while I was
sitting by the side of the brook that runs down from the Comb, in which
stands the village of Alford, through the grounds of Alfoxden." (2)

How similar is our position today! We are seated by the stream of
History, at a point where it has just passed the raging whirlpools and
treacherous reefs of that great human catastrophe called World War II,

wherein so many have gone to their deaths. As they rush by us, the ya-

(1) william Wordsworth, "Lines Written in Early Spring," in The Poet-
ical Works of William Wordsworth, New York, Houghton, 1850, VoI,
Iv., P 2330

(2) william Wordsworth, quoted in A Book of lish lLiterature, by
Franklyn Bliss Snyder and Robert G?anf'ﬁggiiﬁ, New York, Nacmillan,
1943, Vel. II, p. 62.




ters of The Day are still frothy and turbulent from the tremendous churn-
ing to which they have just been subjected. Passing by a sharp bend,

. around which no man can see with certainty, the stream forges through
its banks to Tomorrow. Once there, will this raging torrent become calm
and placid, affording a place where children may sefely play along the
banks and where their parents, tired from their labors, may gain respite
and refreshment before once more shouldéring their daily tasks and re-
sponsibilities? We fervently hope that this will be the case. But look-
ing at the present, it portends but ill for the future.

%hat's wrong with the world today? Why, three years after World
War II, is everything in such a state of confusion?

The Scholastic philosopher would answer these questions with "Com—
munism abroad and Secularism at home.," He does not set up a dichotomy
of isolated conditions here, for Communism abroad is a result of extreme
secularization (3), and therefore the two conditions are not unrelated. (k)

In this, as in all things, the Man-on-the-Street has an opinion.
And in this case, his opinion would seem to be right. He says: "What's
wrong with the world today? Why, I'll tell you. It's politics. That's
what it is. Politics."

Now how can one word answer a question of the breadth and scope of
the one which we have propounded? Iet us see. Originally, "Politics"
came from the Greek word "polités," meaning "citizen." This, in adjec~-
tival form was "politikos," or"of the citizens." So in its origins,

(3) Waldemar Gurian, art., "The Totalitarian State," in Proceedings of
the Amerigcan Catholic Philosophical Association, (1939) Vol. XV,
Ps D0s

(4) "Secularism - Root of World's Travail," statement by the Archbishops
and Bishops of the U.S.» Nov. 1lliy 1947, in Catholic Action, Vol.
XXIX; No. 12, December, 1947, p. 18.




politics pertained to the individual, and later, the general body, of

‘ citizens.

But a man cannot be just a citizen. He must be a citizen of some-
thing. So we see the beginning of the citizen - state relationship ex-
® pressed in words. (It should not be inferred, however, that civil soci-
ety had its genesis among the ancient Greeks. The roots are buried even
deeper than the early Hellenic eivilization, and may be traced practi-
cally to the dawn of time. Man has a capacity and a specific tendency
for civil society - but above all, man has a need for it, since neither
the individual nor the family unit of itself is capable of full develop-

ment outside civil society.) (5)

So today, our word "politics" refers to "the science and art of

government” or to that which is "of or pertaining to civil govermment." (6)

Political thought or political philosophy, then, pertains to civil
government. It might not be amiss to here define what we mean by the
term "ecivil society" - a term which will appear with some frequency dur-
ing the course of this essay, "Civil society is a natural and perfect
society of individuals and families formed to promote their own temporal
well=being under the direction of organized authority." (7)

If, as the Man-on-the-Streset has previously asserted, politics is
the key to the present ills of the world, it would seem slmost to be a
truism to observe that political thought today is either non-existent or
that it is slipshod. Since men throughout the world still exhibit an
interest in the affairs of govermment, it would seem that the choice of

non-existence is ruled out, leaving us with the embarassing conclusion

(5) leo J. Robinson, S.J., and Van Francis Christoph, S.J., Introduc-
‘ to% Sociology, Chicago, loyola University Press, 1943, Teve €des

Poe -
(6) Webster's New International Dictionary, 2nd edition.

(7) Tobinson and CATiSUOPH; Op. Cites Pe 102,




that; in general, our world=-wide political thought has become slipshod
and inaccurate.

As a remedy, we propose a more honest insistence on accurate poli-
tical philosophy for the haphagzard systems now in vogue, and that all
opportunities be taken to portray Scholastic political thought (which,
we believe, alone offers a complete and satisfactory solution to the

cry for a more accurate system) to the world.

Totalitarianism and democracy are the most prominent of the modern
systems of government. Those governments are totalitarian which deny
that the individual as such is the basic element in civil society and
affirm instead that the state is superior to the citizens and therefore
that the citizens exist for the state, and not vice versa. Democratic
states; (8) on the other hand, recognize the inherent dignity of man
and consequently these states conceive of their rights and duties as
derived from those who willingly submit to the authority of the state,
In writing the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson accurately
sunmed up the concept of a democracy in these words: "That to secure
these rights 1ife, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent

of the governed." (9)

The only state today which is truly and completely totalitarian is
Soviet Russia, where the form of government is an atheistic variety of

Communism,

(8) Etymologically, "democracy" comes from two Greek words: "demos,"
the people;, and "kratein," to rule. In other words, literally it
means "rule or government by the people." (Cf. Webster, op. cit.)

(9) For analysis of the Catholic, if not purely Thomistic, though® which
apparently influenced Jefferson, see Sylvester J. NcNamara, Ameri-
can Democracy and Catholic Doctrine, Brooklyn, International Catho-
Tic Truth Society, n.d.s pParts VI and VII. Also, Joseph V. Trunk,

art., "The Philosophy of Civil Rights," in Proceedings of the Ameri-

can Catholic Philosophical Association, (193Y) Vol. XV, p. 2o IT.
















































































































