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THE
BACTHERIOPHAGE:

Its Phenomenon, Nature, and Behavior.

In introducing the phenomenon oi the baeteriophace, we
shall first consider the circumstences which offered & vell-
ed suggestion that such a phenomenon existed, ’

The first instance in which this action was observed
was in the course of the invectigition of & bacterial dis-
ease affecting locusts. The disease wes first noted in
llexico in 1909 where whole swerms of the insects succumbed
to the infection (1) The disease, a@s it occurred naturally
was primerily a septicemic condition, aéoompanied by intes-
tinal disturbences. The pathogenic microorgenism, Cocco=-
bécillus acridiorum, was present in the intestinal fluids
in great sbundence. Inssmuch as these locusts constitute
an insect pest, it seemed that it wight be possible and dis-
tinctlj adventagzeouns to artificislly implent this naturacl
enizodtie amohg the colonics made up of lerval forms und
thus destroy the harmful insects in'large numbers. The
preparation of cultures for the mess infection of the col=-
~onies of insects involved the isolstion of the viruleut
coccobecillus from the intestinel contents of locusts with
an experimental leboratory infection. On severasl occesions

the culture tubes used for isolction, or for transplenting

(1)« D'Herelle,F., The Bacteriophage and Its Behavior.


































































































































