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INTRODIOTION

while attending Varquette University in Milweukee, Wisconsin,
during the summer of 1962, I became aquainted with the problem of
urben enalysia. In order to understaznd this p}oblcm we muest first
have a knowledge of the "3tandard Vetropolitan Stetistical Area.®

The United 3tates Census Department has developed e definition
of the "Standsrd Metropolitan 3tstisticel Area" which designation
in the 1960 Census replaced the concept of "3tsndard Metropolitsn
Area” of the 1950 Census, but retained essentiaelly the same notion
of metropolitan community. Ths 3v34, es it is commonly sbbreviated
consists of one central city of not lese than fifty thousand popu-
lation, the entire county in wrich it is located aend other contigu-
ous counties which ere places of employment or residence for the
concentration of workers in the centrsl county. These places must
also possess extensive economic and socisl interrelstiins with the
ecntrnl.county. Sometimes two cities of the requirei size will fall
within twenty miles of each other, in which case they are considered
in the same 3¥34A.

If we look at a tublo of the 3'3A's in the United States we
8ee that we are rapidly becoming a nation of metropolitan communities.
SUSA's contain about sixty per cent of the total United 3tates popu-
lation. OFf the total population growth between 1540 and 1920, Su3A
growth was eighty per cent. It is even more striking to note that
ninety-seven per cent of the growth in United 3States population from
1930 to 195% ocourred in °v2A's. We have become a nation of metro-

politan dwellera. The problems of the metropolitan eres have bscome
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the problems of the entire nation. It is for this resson sociologiste
are attempting to arrive et a workable method of urben enalysis so thet

they might study the urbsn sres end from their findings benefit society.

In peast yeers the sociclogicel snslysis of city life and the
metropolis hes been criticsl--end probably correctly so. The urdasn
sociologist has shared the Americen nostalgis for the quiet serenity
of the country side first voiced by Thomas Jefferson, who appesled
to the nation to keep the dirty, nolsy, imnoral, urban sggregate in
Burope while we should remain in the more tranquil agricultural level
of development. !ias sentiments seem %0 bs shared by millions of
suburbanites fleeing the ugly specter of the city after working hours
for refuge in the outlying country side. "Having fail;d to create a
common life in our cities,” says Lewls !umford, "we have built suburbis,
which 19 a common refuge from life, and the remsdy is an aggravation
of ﬁho disease.” In this statemsnt he refers to the fact that the
negative attitude towsrd the city and the desertion of it by the very
people who draw their subsistence from it hps contributed to its
physical and moral decline.

Modern socioclogists have rsalized the importance of the urben
communities and have developed systems by meens of which these popu=
lous areas can be studisd. A recent method to study metropoliten
areas has been developed by fishref theviy and Wendell Bell. It is
by their system that my study of four census tracts in the 35M43A of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin was undertaken. In this scheme, one is enabled
to perceive the "alltogetherness" of socisl systems in & metropolitan
area. This "gestelt" view of the metropoliten community enables the

viewer t0 ses the clustering of census tracts contszining like residents.

Z



Although the procedures used to construct the Shevky grid for
urben enelysis are basically very simple and inexpensive, the chief
advantege of the construct is thet it is theory-linked. PFrom the work
of such major theorists as ?6nnies and Durkheim we derive broasd concepts
applicadble to modern society as opposed to traditional societies.

Sociel area esnalyeis, es an orgzanized set of middle-range concepts,
provides us with a link between theory of the highest level and census
data a2t the empirical level X

Je have now determined our ;rou of study end the need for such a

study. Now we will see the spplication of the Shevky-3ell Grid System

in a study of four census tracts in the 2M3A of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

1 %y rben Parishes As 3oclel Areas", a paper read st the Eighteenth
Annusl Convention of the American Catholic Sociological 3ociety, Marguette
University, Milwasukee, Wisconsina, December 27 to 29, 1956.



THE AUTHORS OF TRE SHEVKY*BELL GRID SYSTEM

EBshref 3hevky, Ph. D. is currently Smeritus Professor of
Soeciology and Anthropology e the University of Californias, Los
Angeles, Californis. In 1955, when Or. Shevky published the
work conesrning the Shevky-Bell Grid System, he wno‘vlaitinz
profesasor of Socliology at the University of Californis at Los

dngeles. His complete blogrephy cen be found in Americen Men of

Scisnce, A B3iogrsphical Directory, Tenth £dition, The Social end

Behavioral Sciences, The Jaques Jattell Press, Inc., Annex 15,
Arizona State University, Tewpe, Arizona, 1972,

Wendell Bell, Ph. 0. 18 currently Associate Professor of
Soclology and Anthropology at the Iniversity of Californie at Los
Angoeles, Oalifornis. At the time of the study with Jr. 3hevky, Or.
Bell was associste professor of sociology et Northwestern University.
His complete biogrephy can also be found in the Tenth Zdition of

Americen Men of Science. #
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A RISTORY QF THE SY3TEM

The Shevky-Bell system for analyzing urben communities is

described in 3ociel Ares Analysis by Tshref Shevky and Wendell BSell,

published in 1975 by the 3tanford University Press. This work is besed
on and is a refinement of an eerlier study by Sshref sShevky ead

Merilyn Williams, Socisl Aress of Los /Angeles: #Analysis snd Typology,

published by the Univerasity of Celifornia Press in 1945. Both the
Shevky-Bell and the 3hevky-villiems studies are sttempts to develop a
precise method by which urben communities may be analyzed end described.
Both studies use census truct statisticel date ae the primery base for
building e typology and meking a claseification of the social areas of
a city. Shevky and villiems devised the original methodology in their
study of Los Angeles, Shevky and Bell refined the system in their
analysis of the 3en Prencisco 3ay Region in 1540 snd 1950.

The Shevky-Bell system es described by the authors in Social Area
Analysis is & "framework for the comparstive study of the internal
differentiation of American cities...(the method consists of) a
classificatory scheme designed to categorize census tract populstions
in terms of three basic factorsee=social rank, urbanization, and reciel
and ethnic segregation. Each census tract population was given three
scores, one for each of the indexes of the factors; and then the tract
configuration of scores on the three indexes were grouped into larger
units called socisl ereas.”

Robert W. Beuchly”? has explainei some of the details of the
methodology, particulaerly its statistical refinements over the earlier

system. ¥is explaination is as follows:

Robert W. Beuchly, "Review of Soclial Area Analysis®, Americesn
Journal of the Statistical issocietion, March, 1956. :

Ee



“Thres factors, Social Renk, Urbanizetion, and
Jegregation, are extracted from consideration of
the changes in society brought about by the shift from
@ rural=sgricultural to sn urban~industrial basis.
Indeses, designed to messure thess factors ere selected
end computed from the statistics given for census tracts
in the United States Census bulletins. The index of
Soeisl ank, bsased in the Los Angeles study on occupstion,
schooling, and rent, has been revisei to omit rente.
Urbanization continues to be based on fertility ratlo,
por cent of women who are at work, and the per cent of the
population living in singleefamily dwellings. Segregation
is based on the per cent of the population belonging to
relatively ieolated raciael and nationasl groups. 3pecific
procedures are given for the computation of index scores
for each of the factors. These scores are standardized to
a division into 100 parts of the range of scores found in
Los Angeles, 1940. A revised devision of sociel space into
guerters on 3oclal Rank end Urbenization, glving sixteen
divieions, is made...The sizteen possible areas are
delineated on handsome bright colored maps... The purpose of
the system is to demonstrate the use of the typoligy es a
fremework for the comparative study of the internal
differentiation of Americen cities...?

It can be seen from the information so fer staeted, the 3hevky-Bell
syatem is an outgrowth of the increessing concern of urban sociologists
to devise mesmsureble techniques by mesns of which ecologicel segregation
may be accurately gsuged.
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Since the publication of the Shevky-Bell aystem in 1955, there has
been an attempt on the part of other urbsn sociologists to apply it to
the study of other cities. Mr. vecilrath, for instence, in his study of
the "Social Arsas of ome" ¥ has used the Shevky=5ell approach to
describs the residential patterns end segregation patterns in Rome.

Other sociologists who have attemptedi to employ the Shevky-3ell three
index scheme are cited in the accompsnylng bibliography. 3Some have tried
%0 use the system to study other Americsn cities end some have, like

Mre. MeSlrath, have been interested in applying the system to cities in
other cultures. These further studies had been "asked® for by the originsl
authors of the system, who felt that repesated attempts to apply their
system would lead to testing its sdequacy as a tool for urban study.
Shevky~-Bell had stated in their study thet they hoped that the system
would gein "precision as an instrument for the comparstive study of
urban internal differentiation.” It is hoped that the information
geined from the use of this method may be useful for plenning in the
fields of crime prevention, policing, housing, child care, recasationsl

programing, education, public health, end city planning as a whole.

*Kr- MeEZlrath, "Social Aress of lome", Americen 3ociological Review,
June, 19620




A Study of Tracte la-224e3, Ppelsies,

33, and 24, in ¥ilwaukes, Wisconsin,

in respect to Population, Education,

Housing, end Jccupation, based on the
1960 rsports of the United Stetes

Bureau of the Census.
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Population of Hae224e3
by Age and sex

Hom
2
W C"aﬂég&

Vale Fomale |
190 1aibi 185 1R
173 i 163
13% i 129
72 {89
29 I %
a4 £1
98 117
136 129
106 109
84 84
66 64
30 40
o »
A 23
16 20

7 4

5 4

1 4
50.1 30.4
Total white
Na[o-1.533
Penale=l,2¢6

Total Hon-yhite

Yale=0
Temele=l
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Educationsal Charsctaristics
for He=224-3

3ghool Snrollment

Total Zarolled, 5 to 4 years old
Eindergarten

Publis

Blementary, 1 to & years

Publie

High 3chool, 1 to 4 years

Publie

College

Yoars of 3chool Qompleted

Persons 23 years sad older

Number schocl years completei-none
Zlementery, 1 to 4

Bta?

8

2lxh gchool, 1 %o 3

Gollege, 1 to 3

4 or more

Vedisn dchool yesrs completed

784

37
165
121

1,595
0

20
)
131
174
603
212
202
12.3

12



Housing Characteristics

Geeupied units e
Qwner ocecupied €12
Renter occupled 78

Sondition

Sound 78
Deteriorating 1
Jilepidated 1
o0z

1----« ------ o

- L —— 1

b 18

4= 67

- «186

6- 2
Tmmmemenenen126

8 or moree--- 50
Modim«s------’;u
Persons

 Sbtvstaato - 21
Bessditivnmsnns 136

3= 142
Bememonmennnsl80

- 99

€ or more=e-- o4
Veilan--meeas3.6

Year ¥oved Into Unit

1958, arch «1960--~174
1”“19”7.------00026
1“&1%’-000------1ﬁ
1939 or earlisree-e 38

for Va=224e7

Units in Structure

) § ~£5h
2 13
5 and beemmees 11
3 or more=---- O

Yeer Structure Built

19950-March 1960-~483
1940=1949wwwmema= 60
19%9 or sarlier--1€7

Value

Uwmer ocouplede~=ee=fO09
Less then 29,000==== §
15,000e89,900eemwem 8§
$10,000=314,900~=~~= 48
313,000=519, 900e---=210
32%,000= or more=-e-1£5

Grosas ent

Renter occuplode=-ne-78

Less than §20ecccones 0
§20=9 Wevonrnnnsnanes O
§50=159- 0
$E0-479- [+
1 80=199- 4
2100 or more-mesece==T0

Mo cesh renteeeeee--- 4
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foapeticas) Pervesiorist)ios

B2t
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xetel Industries

imohinery
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Jther marsile ieode

foud ent iladrei vrodaste
Textlie end spparael Prafuns
Frinting, "ubtiiehing and aliled
Uther one ursile ,
tailrosl snd Tallway Sxoress
Sther Traneportation
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Whelesale Traie
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vther tetell Trale
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Private Voussholin
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ther jndustrice
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Hales Corners, Hae224e3

WYhat wes once a rural erss before the war is now s residential
district conteining 2,535 persons of which a great numoer are under the
age of nineteen ysars. The medien age for persons in this tract is
thirty years olds This could be considersd a segregsted area for there
is only one non-white female living within this srea.

The population pyramld shows a deviation from the usual distri-
bution of persons within ege bracksts becsuse of the few persons who
are between the age of twenty and twenty-four. This could be due to
oxit of young people as they resch maturity and to the inebility of
couples that age %o invest in a single dwelling which they could own
in this area. From the age of thirty yesrs we see a gradusl increase
in number of persons until the ege of forty years where a decline
begine. I% is possible that older persons find it hard to maintain
@ house and yard in this area since the medien home is composed of
almoat aix rooms.

Almost one third, or seven hundred end eighty-four persons sttend
school in Fa-224-F =snd the greatest number of theae are studying in the
elementary gradea. Of the one thousand, three hundred and ninsty-three
peraons twenty-five yesrs and older the medisn of school ysars which
wers completed 1e 12.%. This ia the second highest in the four
districts which were studied in the vilweukee ares. 4 algnificint
factor educationally is that two hundrasd twelve persons attended college
for one or two years, ani two hundred snd two sttended for four or more
years. There were no persons who had not attended at least a faw years

of elaaentary school.



The 'llqtl‘ house in Heles Corners is e single femily unit which
was built within the last twelve yeara. It is in sound condition, it
contains 5.8 rooms, end is inhabitei dDy 3.6 persons. The family moved
into this housed valued et 220,000 4in 1995.

There is en almost complete aveence of deteriorsting or dilapidated
housing, or of one or two room dwellings. Mo houses are valued et less
than §5,000 and only a few are valued under 810,000. 3srveral sub-
divisions have been constructed here, snd they vary fyom the elaborate
styles to the more econoxical.

Of the nine-hundred and forty-five perascns in the labor force,
seven hundred and seventy-six of these are private wage and salary workers.
Self employed workers number one hundred end five. The five ereas in which

most persons are employed are mss follows: menufecturing, machinery, retail

~trade, industries and construction.

Of the total exployed more then one third sre women engaged in
chiefly clericsl or service work. The four highest areas in which the
eight hundred and thirteen men work are professional, technical end kin-
dred workers; mesnsgers, officers asnd proprietors; craftsmen, foremen and
kindred workers; and operatives. The reletively high level of jove in
which the persons of this ares are engaged could be due to the high
nunber who have attendei college.

According to the Jhevkey and 3ell system Fales Corners, Hae=224-3,
hes besn conaidered 4i. In the course of my otudy I have endeavored to
describe a trect which is both high in sociel renk and low in urbenization.

The average income in this tract is £9,0%1.

Ik
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Population of FpelBhey
by Age and Sex
Males 1,298 Pemale: 1,408
”‘§§1' Pemale

under 3 70
5=9 | 124 140
10=14i 170 150
1519{ 103 101
20=24 39 38
2329( 34 33
£ :
110

40«44} 101 98
elp| 90 142
50=34| 143 163
33=59| 121 113
60=64! 90 89
€3-69| ho 49
70-74 20 19
T5=791 8 15
£0-84 9 il
8389 é 8
¥edien QOJ 40.2

% .

Totsl hite
¥alese],

Pemal es=1, 395

Total Non-thite
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Pomales~l3
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