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Hi my name is Sarah, and my presentation is on baseball in Japanese American internment camps. 



Internment Camps 

• Fear of Japanese during World 
War II

• 1942 - Order 9066 relocates 
100,000 
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So I’ll give you a little bit of background information for anyone who is unfamiliar with the interment camps. After Pearl Harbor was attacked during World War II, there was a huge fear of not only the Japanese, but also any Japanese Americans as well. People were afraid that they might be more loyal to Japan than they were to the US. FDR was still in office at this time, and he issued Executive Order 9066, which relocated over 100,000 people of Japanese descent to internment camps. These camps were pretty awful, but they in no way were like the Nazi concentration camps, they weren’t meant to kill the Japanese, just to contain the “threat” that was perceived. Still, the internees really only had the bare essentials. They were only able to pack a little bit to take with them, everything else, their homes, their cars, businesses, everything, was left behind to be taken by their neighbors or auctioned off. 



Facing discrimination
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This wasn’t the first time that Japanese Americans had faced discrimination. During what’s called the Yellow Peril, Japanese immigrants faced a lot of discrimination from whites in the US. There were California schools that refused to take Japanese children, and people were demanding that immigration should be restricted or closed off from Japan, and also very racist, frightening signs hung up, like these. 



Baseball becomes an escape, and a message
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So in the camps, to escape the hopelessness of being taken from their homes and being hated by a lot of Americans, the internees played baseball to pass the time. The Japanese really value baseball and it was something that carried over from their old lives to their lives in the camps. In the camp at Manzanar in California, there were over 100 teams formed, and that was just for men. There were about 20 women’s teams, and then there were also more informal children’s teams as well. They would scrounge up whatever equipment they could, and the women would take all of the sheets that they had and sew uniforms out of them.And it became more than just a way to escape the camps, playing baseball became a way to show the rest of the US that they were Americans too. In an interview, one of the internees at Manzanar said that, “Putting on a baseball uniform was like wearing the American flag.” I think that’s very powerful, and it also shows how strong they were. Although many of them were definitely upset about the situation, they also saw being interned as their duty to the US. It was what the US government asked of them, and they obeyed very peacefully. Some of them before they left even burned things that they had from Japan, like Japanese flags or anything that seemed unAmerican. They wanted to prove to the rest of the US that they were loyal, that they were American, and playing baseball, which is a very American sport, was a way to show that. 



Thesis
The effects of this movement were not felt 
immediately, but is now being used to remind us of 
their humanity
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There are two parts to my thesis. The first is that the efforts of the internees to prove that they were American didn’t really impact the American public. The baseball games were written about in newspapers, and word would get out to the rest of the US, but it didn’t have a huge effect on American opinion. They were still afraid of the internees, and continued to discriminate against them. The second part of my thesis is that, even though their efforts did not have an immediate effect, it’s now being used to remind us of their humanity. 
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Recently, more sports journals, magazines, and other media are picking up articles on this topic. The quote that I used earlier about wearing the American flag is from a 2014 New York Times interview, and there’s another one called The Importance of Nisei Baseball in Japanese Internment Camps from Sports Collector’s Digest. However, what’s really fascinating, is the children’s books that have been written on this. Barbed Wire Baseball is a book about an internee named Zenimura who gave his people hope by making baseball the center of their lives to distract them, to give them something to look forward to. The Lucky baseball is about the children who played baseball, and how they found refuge in sports while being imprisoned.Baseball saved us is also about the same topic, it follows the story of a little kid in the Minidoka camp in Idaho, who doesn’t understand why he’s being imprisoned, but he does understand baseball, and so he and the other kids in the camp play baseball every single day, and he sees the armed soldiers in the watch towers, and he wants to impress them. He wants them to see how good they are at an American sport.  These last two are especially important because the characters are children themselves, and the children reading the books can empathize with them, and see themselves reflected in the characters. The authors try to humanize them, and try to remind us that they were just kids when they were in the camps.I also found a really interesting adult fiction book called Suitcase Sefton. It’s about a man named Sefton, who is a fictional baseball recruiter who finds one of the most promising players he has ever met. The problem is, he’s in an internment camp. Through Sefton’s fight to release him from the camp so that he can play professionally, Sefton is enlightened of the struggles of Japanese Americans, and the injustice that they face in the camps. 



Shohei Ohtani, LA Angels, 2018

Masanori Murakami, SF Giants, 1964

Ichiro Suzuki, Miami Marlins, 2017

Hideo Nomo, LA Dodgers, 1995
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Although the internees were released after the war, reconciliation between the internees and the US government took a long time. For the most part, opinion polls today show that the majority of Americans believe that Japanese internment was unconstitutional. The American government itself has recognized that is was a mistake, and in 1988 offered compensation to all of people who had been impacted by internment. Some internees went on to play baseball professionally after they were released, or work in some form for the MLB. The first player from Japan to play in the MLB is Murakami, who debuted for the Giants in 1964. He only played for about a year, and then it was another 30 years before another Japanese player entered MLB. This started with Nomo on the right, in 1995. As of 2016, only about 2% of MLB players were of Asian descent, so there’s still a lot of room for growth. On the screen you can see some other Japanese players who have done really well playing professionally and then the newest addition, Ohtani who just started with the Angels this season. It will be really interesting to see the racial breakdown of the MLB in the next 10, 20 years, and hopefully there will more representation of players of Asian descent.


	Barbed Wire and Diamonds: Japanese American Baseball from Internment �to the Major Leagues�
	Internment Camps 
	Facing discrimination
	Baseball becomes an escape, and a message
	Thesis
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7

