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“I am convinced that each [the liberal arts and sciences] must learn from 
the other. There must be a continuing dialogue between them to achieve 

the comprehensive knowledge needed to live an intelligent and 
successful life.” –Doc Manion, 1984
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What is old?
§ Elderly population is those aged 65 and over

§ Expected to increase by more than 50 million between 2006 and 2050

(“World" 36) 
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US vs. Latin America



z
Institutional Care in US



z
Familial Care in Latin America

§ Family caregivers

§ Multigenerational coresidence

(“Living” 25) 
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Analysis from social perspective
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Analysis from social perspective

§ “Empower staff to deliver person-centered care and improve 
quality of life for residents, advocating changing the environment 
from an institutional model to a more social model, considering 
the facility as the residents’ own home”



z
Analysis from economic perspective

§ Nursing home ≈288/day (AARP)

§ Assisted living ≈ $120/day (AARP)

§ $207 billion spent on LTC in US 
(Brocklehurst’s 1027)



z
Analysis from economic perspective

§ “Informal care may also affect caregivers’ financial well-being 
and their current and retirement income” (Trujillo 129)

§ “Caregivers often provide care at the expense of other choices 
in areas such as type of occupation, career prospects, 
education, income and pension benefits” (Trujillo 115)



zz
Analysis from medical perspective

§ Physician medical director

§ Registered nurses (RNs)

§ Licensed practical nurses (LPNs)

§ Certified nurse assistants (CNAs)

§ Physical/occupational/ speech 
therapists

§ Social workers

§ Psychologists

§ Dieticians

§ Pharmacists



z
Analysis from medical perspective

(Skirbekk 771) 
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Institutional vs. familial care

§ Social analysis

§ LA elderly more actively engaged in community

§ Familial care undermines social well-being of caregiver 

§ Economic analysis

§ Elderly experience greater costs in institutional setting

§ Caregivers experience greater costs in familial care setting

§ Medical analysis

§ Overall health of elderly greater in institutional setting



z
Food for thought

§ How will we keep senior citizens actively engaged in the 
community?

§ How will we lessen the social and economic burdens on family 
caregivers?

§ How will we provide financial assistance to ensure that all senior 
citizens have access to care they deserve?

§ How will we continue to provide thorough healthcare to an 
increasing number of elderly, while also coping with a 
decreasing number of geriatricians?



z

Familial care (LA)
• Community 

engagement
• Family involvement

Institutional care (US)
• Government financial 

assistance
• Interdisciplinary 

medical team

Optimal 
care

Optimal long-term care framework
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Aging = global challenge
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Thank you!! 

Questions?


