
o f  • P jj'i ji ii * B iiilBOluiM

by
Sdv/ard L. Albright

A thesis submitted to the Faculty of Carroll 
College in partial fulfillment of the require 
ments for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts.

1949

CARROLL COLLEGE LIBRARY 
HELENA, MONTANA 59625 CORETTE

3596200090384



Introduction

Part I

Chapter I. Initiative of the Indians.........
Chapter II. Destruction of the Indian Economy. 
Chapter III. Indian Need of Civilization.....

Part II .

Chapter I. Founding of St. Peter's Mission....
Chapter II. Life at St. Peter's Mission.......
Conclusion......................................
Appendix............. .........................



INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this thesis is to present, as com
pletely as resources permit, the history of St. Peter's 
Mission, a Jesuit institution, both necessary and desira
ble because of the evils attendant upon the impact of an 
Americanized-European culture upon that of the primitive 
American Indian.

The period of history to which this work applies 
extends from 1859, when St. Peter's Mission was first 
established, to 1918 at which time a second fire destroyed 
the remaining school building.

Among the excellent writers, who have made this small 
work possible, is the Reverend Father Lawrence B. 
Pallaaino, who will always hold first place as the his
torian of the Catholic Missions in Montana and to whose 
great efforts this writing is both secondary and most 
deeply indebted.





CHAPTER i

TEE INITIATIVE OF TER INDIANS

A unique situation concerning the relation of some 
of the Indians of what are now the states of Montana and 
Idaho to the Catholic Church seems to have arisen in 
1831.

The Indian tribes in what is now western Mon
tana, northern Idaho, and eastern Washington 
were a peculiar people in the matter of their 
susceptibility to religious influences. Espe
cially true Yjas this of the Flatheads and Nez 
Perces (Pierced Noses), the only Indians who, 
of their own volition and without ever having 
seen a priest, have sought the services of the 
missionaries.
They became much concerned about their own 
spiritual state. If what was told them was 
true —  that their religion was false and that 
they were all in danger of perdition and coula 
be rescued therefrom only by embracing the new 
faith —  was it not high time for them to learn 
what that faith was?
A dozen years or more of this intercourse had 
aroused a deep desire to have instruction di
rectly from the black-gowns themselves.... 
there was an established route of travel from 
the homes of the black-gowns to their country.
The first deputation to make this journey (to 
St. Louis) though whether Flathead or Nez Perce 
is not entirely clear, was in 1831 and consisted 
of four Indians. Whether these Indians accompa
nied the return caravan of the traders, which 
usually reached St. Louis in the beginning of 
October, does not appear, but it is probable that 
they did. The date of their arrival, which was 
about October 1, would confirm this view. In 
St. Louis the deputation called upon General 
Clark (of the Lewis and Clark Expedition), and 
visited the Catholic Church.1

1. Hiram Martin Chittenden and Alfred Talbot Richardson, 
Life, Letters and Travels of Father De Smet among the 
North American Indians, pp 19-21, Vol. I," New York: 
Francis P. Harper, 1905.
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Two more deputations from the Flatheads and Nez
Perces, in the years 1835 and 1837, were sent to
St. Louis upon the initiative of these tribes for the
purpose of securing a Catholic missionary before the

2fourth, in 1839, was successful.
This is Father De Smet's account of their visit. At

this time, De Smet was located at the St. Joseph Mission
at Council Bluffs, Iowa Territory:

On the 18th of last September (1839) two Catho
lic Iroquois came to visit us. They had been 
for twenty-three years among the nation called 
the Flatheads and Pierced Noses, about a thou
sand Flemish leagues from where we are. I 
have never seen any savages so fervent in re
ligion.... The sole object of these good Iro
quois was to obtain a priest to come and finish
what they had so happily commenced. We gave
them letters of recommendation for our Reverend 
Father Superior at St. Louis. They thought 
nothing of adding three hundred leagues to the 
thousand they had already accomplished, in the 
hope that their request would be granted.0
In compliance with the petition of the Indians, the

Jesuits thought of granting them several missionaries but
as this was found to be impossible only one was sent and
this one was the great De Smet, Apostle of the Indians of
the Rocky Mountains, who, early in 1840, set out alone

. 4for the Flathead country.
St. Mary's Mission on the Bitter Root was establish

ed on September 24, 1841, among the Flatheads and it is

2. Ibid., pp28-29.
3. " pp 29-30.
4. " n 31.
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most certainly in part due to the establishment of this 
first Jesuit Mission in Montana that its satellite,
St. Peter’s, 7/as founded in the fall of 1859.



CHAPTER II

DESTRUCTION OF THE INDIAN ECONOMY 
Between the founding of St. Mary's on the Bitter 

Root in 1841 and the location of St. Peter's at the first 
of its four locations in 1859, there arose, in addition
to the desire of the Indians for the Catholicism of the

5
Black-gowns (the Indian name for priests) two additional 
reasons for the establishment of new missions in the 
territory of Montana.

The first of these latter reasons was the invasion 
of Indian territory by the white men who utterly destroyed 
the Indian economy, thereby rendering the Indian unable 
to take care of himself. The second need of missions 
springs, therefore, from the necessity of fitting the 
Indian for participation in the new social and economic 
order which had been thrust upon him. Both of these 
needs of the Indians could be supplied only by an organ
ization utterly selfless and disinterested as to its own 
material welfare. The Jesuit missions, more than any 
other organization, were eminently fitted for these pur
poses as will be proven further on in this thesis.

Of the first of the three reasons for the missions
6reference has already been made. The needs of the

Indian due to the destruction of the wild game would now
>

seem to require some attention.

5. L. B. Pallaaino, S. J., Indian and White in the North
west, p 19, Baltimore: John Murphy & Company,""IS94’.

6. Supra, p i .
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The slaughter of the American buffalo by the white
men carried with it, as is only too well known, the de-

7struction of the Indian economy. It is to be noted that 
the Indians realized this as early as 1859 when, in a 
letter to Father De Smet, an Indian chief illuminates 
the economic situation as well as the whole Indian prob
lem. Says Father De Smet:

The following is a faithful translation of a 
letter I received from a great chief of the 
Assiniboins. They occupy the plains of the 
Yellowstone and of the Missouri (a tribe liv
ing, apparently, east of the' Montana Rockies 
and west of the Red River 8) : they number 
about 1,500 lodges and speak the Sioux lan
guage. My correspondent and petitioner is 
the great chief, "Crazy Bear." He was one of 
the deputation of chiefs who accompanied me to 
the Great Council in 1851:
Several features of this letter which follows may be 

noted: first, that it may be supposed to be an idealized 
version of The Bear’s petition, and second, that it com
bines the desire of the Indians for the ministrations of 
the Black-gowns with the future temperal and spiritual 
needs of the Indians when the buffalo were gone. De Smet’s 
letter from The Bear is as follows:

To the Medicine Man of the White Nation.
Black-robe, Father and Friend:

I was so happy as to become acquainted with 
you at Fort Union, in the summer of 1851; but 
I was then ignorant, in a great degree, of the 
motives of your visit among us, and hence I 
could not discover to you my inmost feelings 
and explain to you my thoughts. At Fort Union 
you preached to us —  telling us of the Great 
Spirit and his law....Black-gown, five years

7. Palladino, op. cit., p 168.
8. Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., Vol. II, p 512.
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are long to 7/ait I In this long interval I 
and many of my children may have entered the 
land of spirits. Take pity on usJ The Black- 
gov/ns ought not to delay their coming so long....

I see the buffaloes decrease every year.
What 7/ill become of us v/ithout help? If our 
children are not instructed in time, they 7/ill 
disappear like the game....
....think of us....at the request of your 
friend,

9"The Bear, Chief of the Assiniboins."
It 7/ill be noted that the Indian, after the 7/hites 

appeared, was in part responsible for the disappearance 
of the buffalo but it may be assumed that the buffalo 
had been - in view of the immense herds found by the white 
men - adequate for the Indians* economy. But hOT/ever 
adequate the buffalo may have been for such an economy, 
an increase in the yearly slaughter, as is indicated in 
the following note, may have been the reason for the dis
appearance of this indispensable animal and the terrible 
consequences for the Red man which followed. The increase 
in the slaughter is noted by Father De Smet in an account 
of his travels across the Rockies in which he says:

To give you an idea of the great number of 
buffaloes upon the Missouri, I will here add 
that in this year of 1840, the Fur Company 
has brought down 67,000 robes to St. Louis.
The number of buffalo that the savages of the 
Missouri kill for their own needs, for their 
tents, clothing and saddle-covers, is estim
ated, one year with another, at 100,000 be
sides .this.
That the buffalo was the mainstay of the Indian is 

apparent from a note in Chittenden and Richardson in which

9. Ibid., Vol. Ill, pp 933-5
10. " Vol. I, p 207.
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the author says:
I have often spoken of the bison, improp
erly called buffaloes, without mentioning 
the great use which the Indians make of this 
interesting animal. The:/ supply almost all 
the necessaries of life. Their skins form 
lodges or dwellings, and serve as clothing, 
litters, bridles, and saddle coverings, 
vessels to hold water, boats to cross lakes 
and rivers; with the hair, the Indians make 
their cordage; with the sinews, bow-strings 
and thread for clothes, as well as glue; the 
shoulder-blade is spade and pickaxe. The 
bison is their daily bread, their chief food.
The dung of the animal, called bois-de-vache, 
furnishes abundant fuel. Last year 100,000 
buffalo skins were sent from the desert to 
the warehouses of St. Louis. With the pro
ceeds the Indians obtain arms and all they 
need.-1--1-
The foregoing assertion by Chittenden and Richardson 

is apt to be misleading except as applying to a period 
long before 1883. For this we have the word of Father
pa Smet who, eotd, ss early as 1846:

It is probable that the plains of the Yellow
stone and Missouri and as far as the forks 
of the Saskatchewan, occupied to-day by the 
Blackfeet, will be within the next dozen years 
the last retreat of the buffalo. Will there 
be enough of these wild animals to feed the 
hundred thousand Indians of this region?
The Crees, the Assiniboins, the Snakes, the 
Bannocks, the Crows, the Blackfeet, the Ari- 
caras and the Sioux are drawing nearer to these 
plains each year; whenever they meet, it is 
war to the death. These meetings must natur
ally become more frequent, and it is to be 
feared that the last of the buffalo may be 
disputed in a last fight between the unfor
tunate remnants of these unhappy tribes. What ^ 
can be done to prevent such great misfortunes?
In 1849, ten years before the founding of St. Peter's

•v

Mission, Father De Smet again commented on the economy of

11. Ibid., Vol. Ill, p 1126
12. " " " p 948.
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the Indian as follows:
In every place the whites, half-breeds and 
natives who inhabit these regions, agree 
in saying that the buffalo, moose, or Amer
ican elk, and deer of all kinds, diminish 
in an alarming manner, and that in a few 
years these races of animals will have wholly 
disappeared. 15
That the destruction of the Indian economy was one 

of the reasons for the founding of St. Peter’s Mission 
is seen in the following excerpt from Palladino which 
amply portrays three things: (a) the unfailing concern 
of the Jesuits for the Indians as people, (b) the neg
lect of the white people as.a whole - at that time - 
for the welfare of the Indians, and (c) the working out
of the trends toward the destruction of the Indian econo-

14my as predicted by Father De Smet in 1846. In the words
of Palladino:

The year 1883-84, from fall to early summer, 
was an incredibly sad and melancholy one for 
the.Piegans, one-third of the whole tribe 
perishing from starvation. That we do not 
exaggerate is evident from the official Report 
of David Urquhart, Jr., who, in the summer of 
1884, was sent by Governor Crosby to investi
gate the facts in the matter, and by whom the 
following figures were taken from the Agency 
rolls. "In August, 1883," says the Report,
"The heads of families that drew rations from 
the Agency represented 3144 souls: while on 
the corresponding day of 1884 the number to 
whom rations were issued was 2281. In reality," 
adds the Report, "the number of Indians does 
not probably exceed 2000 at the present date."
Whence the difference of probably even more 
than one-third? "The mortality among them," 
declares Mr. Urquhart In the same Report, "has 
been ten times as great as it should be in the 
absence of any contagious disease." Out of

13. Ibid, Vol. Ill, p 1187.
14. Supra, p 7.
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Little Crane's family of fourteen, six died. 
Little Bull counted six dead, out of a fam- 
. ily of nine, and so on of all the rest, there 
being few, if any families at all in the whole 
tribe, that did not lament one or more mem
bers who had died of starvation.
Father Prando was among them most of this 
time, and his heart could not bear up under 
the harrowing scenes of which he was a witness, 
and which no human pen could describe. What 
a sad, melancholy spectacle to see, a whole 
people tottering to their graves from sheer 
exhaustion for want of something to eat I
Two pounds of meat and about two pounds of 
flour.made up a week's allowance for each 
adult and all the sustenance they had. Occas
ionally some did not even get that much, or 
rather that little, in two weeks. The small 
pittance was soon devoured, lasting barely 
two days, and for the rest of the week they 
had to feed on air and wind. Those who were 
strong enough, during the winter scoured the 
neighboring ranges, and lived for a time on 
cattle that had died from exhaustion or dis
ease. With the approach of warmer weather, 
the cattle ceased to die, and whatever meat 
had been secured from cattle that had perished 
in the winter, became too foul and putrid for 
use.
....Nor was there need of any medical eye to 
discover them, as they were still too strik
ingly visible In the gaunt, thin forms, that 
made a number of the young and the old so 
many shockingly emaciated skeletons and ghost
like shadows.
But whence this desperate and most inhuman 
state of affairs in a country of plenty, among 
most generous people and under the most liberal 
government on earth? The greediness of the 
frontier man, the dishonesty of Government 
officials and the cabals of scheming politic
ians will have to answer for that. By these 
three combined together, the Blackfeet were 
confined to a barren country, utterly unfit to 
support human life, not even that of an Indian, 
who can liyg on almost anything but straight 
air alone.15

15. Palladino, op. cit.., pp 192-4.



In sharp and. revealing contrast with this picture
of horrible misery produced by the heedless run-of-the-
mill white immigrant, the following article illustrates
both the selfless attitude and the necessity of the
Catholic Mission in the welfare of the Indians:
From the Helena Weekly Herald of September 11, 1884.

Father Palladino and the Black Feet
It was with a heart full of joy that 

Father Palladino announced yesterday to the 
Cathedral congregation that his late visit 
to the Blackfeet nation had been crowned with 
success, so far as rescuing some fifty little 
Indian boys and girls from starvation and suf
fering. The Father said that he had been to 
the country of the Blackfeet, where the sad 
spectacle still existed of premature death from 
the effects of want of food. That through and 
by the authority of the Indian Department at 
Washington, he was permitted to take twenty- 
five boys and twenty-five girls of the Piegan 
Indi ans for their maintenance and education to 
the St. Ignatius Mission, in Missoula county.
That the children would arrive in camp, at 
Helena, to-day and to-morrow, under proper con
voy and remain here until they could be got 
ready to take the cars for their destination.
With a sad heart the Rev. Father related that 
their condition was pitiable and that they were 
partly naked and hungry. They will be prepared 
here as fast as possible with clothing, food, 
etc., and for this purpose he made an appeal 
for cast-off clothing, of both male and female, 
and for blankets and comforts, and such things 
as the congregation and other good people of 
Helena are disposed to give. Bundles of cloth
ing, etc., may be sent to the Bishop's residence 
to-day and to-morrow. There is no household in 
Helena but what has clothing, bedding, etc. 
that have been cast aside and cannot be util
ized in their families. Such things can now be 
put to good use, and many a suffering Indian 
child will be happy in their new clothes.



CHAPTER III

THE INDIAN HEED OF CIVILISATION
From the foregoing, it will he seen that two rea

sons existed for the founding of St. Peter's Mission.
The third reason, proof of what follows, existed both 
in the actual state of Indian life and in the minds of 
the worthy ^esuits. Says Father Palladino, "The object

*1 Q
of this Mission was to save and civilize the Blackfeet."

Attention must nor/ be turned toward the character 
of these Indians to which the labors of the future St. 
Peter's Mission were eventually to be directed. Although 
better known to us as the Blackfeet, Father De Smet in
forms us that, "The tribe of the Piegans forms a portion 
of the six tribes known by the generic name of Blackfeet. 
The other five are the Blackfeet, properly so called, the
Men of Blood, the Sarcees, the Little Robes, and the 

17G-rosventres." Vhile Father Nicholas Point gives us 
the additional information that, "The Blackfeet are div
ided into five principal tribes (about 16,000 souls) --
the Piegans, the Bloods, the Blackfeet Direct, the Sarcees
and the Brosventres of the Plains. The Sarcees and
Grosventres speak a distinct language, entirely differ-

„ 18ent from that of the other three Blackfoot tribes."

16. Palladino, op. cit., p 168.
17. Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., Vol. Ill, p 949.
18. " " " " " " " p 949.



The Piegans, or HqaCkfeet, as they were to become 
known at the future St. Peter's Mission, were, accord
ing to De Smet:

....the only Indians of whose salvation we 
would have reason to despair, if the ways 
of God were the same as those of man, for 
they are murderers, thieves, traitors, and 
all that is wicked. But were not the Chi- 
quitos, the Ghiriquans, the Hurons, and the 
Iroquois equally wicked before their con
version, 'which required much time and great 
help from above?....What is more, the Black
feet are not hostile to Black-gowns.
The social customs of the Indians could hardly fit 

in with those of the invading whites. This fact is too 
well known to need more than passing notice here. The 
Indians' ways were not those of the whites, to the so
ciety of which the former were in a few years, to become 
only an adjunct of the latter. An instance of the dif
ferences of attitude in the punishment of moral crimes 
is seen in a statement by Palladino in which the punish
ment could hardly be tolerated by the white man:

Among these polygamous tribes the faithless
ness of a married woman was treated after a 
verv oeculiar manner. Should any of the wives, 
were it but once, prove untrue to her liege 
lord after beinv married to him in accordance 
with tribal usages, .she is forthwith and inex
orably dismissed. H0t,̂ however, without a 
conspicuous and lasting reminder of her misdeed.
As an evidence to the whole tribe of both her 
guilt and repudiation as well, she is sent away 
minus her nose, this on her dismissal being cut 
off with a knife by her offended lord. 0
Nose-cutting seems to have been a mild form of differ

ence as between Indian and white. Cannibalism evidently

19. Ibid., Vol. I, pp 318-9.
20. Palladino, op. cit., p 171.



was not confined merely to those of deranged mind. For 
this we have the authority of De Smet who says, "One of 
the chiefs of this little camp recounted to me, that 
last winter one of his nation, having been reduced to ex
treme famine, (and such cases are not rare) had eaten„ 21successively his wife and four children."

And again he says, "Respectable and credible per
sons have assured me that they eat the corpses of their 
kindred, and sometimes even their own children."

These practices were evidently confined to a few 
tribes since no knowledge exists of a wide-spread practice 
of cannibalism. However, such practice even among iso
lated tribes could hardly fail to bring approbrium to the 
whole Indian culture.

21. Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., Vol. II, pp 509-10
22. Ibid,, Vol. Ill, p 989.





CHa PTe A i

FOUNDING OF ST. PETER’S MISSION 

Although St. Peter’s Mission was not established 
until the fall of 1 8 5 9 , the need for the mission had 
been realized by both the Jesuits, who had established

2dSt. Mary’s on September 24, 1841, ~ and by the officials 
of the United States as early as 1855 as is shown by a 
letter to Father De Smet from Alfred Vaughan, U. S. Indi
an Agent, and dated, apparently, May 20, 1857:

Below is the translation (into French) of the 
letter written me lately by Colonel Vaughan, 
the Government agent. It is dated May 20th.
The colonel is a protestant.
"Reverend and Dear Sir.— Before my departure 
for the Blackfoot territory, where I have been 
appointed agent by the Government, I take the 
liberty of writing you upon a subject of vital 
importance to the of the Indians in
trusted to me, and to the progress of civiliza
tion. You are aware that I have filled the 
office of agent of the United States Government 
among the Indians for fifteen years. During 
all this time I have noticed with the greatest 
interest that the efforts made by good Christ
ians to establish missions and schools, to 
instruct the Indians in spiritual and temporal 
matters, have contributed the most to civilizing 
and pacifying them. Furthermore, I take pleasure 
in testifying that the Catholic Church, to which 
you belong, has everywhere obtained the most pre
eminent success. The Catholic missionaries have 
always succeeded in gaining the Indians' hearts, 
in controlling their brutal outbreaks and amelio
rating the condition in every respect.

"Being fully convinced of this, the object 
of this letter is to obtain your intercession 
with your superiors for the formation of a mis
sion among the Blackfeet. Such a mission I am 
sure would advance the interests of the Govern

25. Pallaaino, op. cit., p 176 
24, Ibid., p 32.
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ment ana those of the Indians at the same 
time.

"You know also that the Governement*s 
treaty with these Indians on Judith river 
in the Blackfoot territory makes ample pro
vision for money payments. Hoping that my 
request may he successful, I have the honor 
to be, etc.,

"AJLfred Vaughan"
Years earlier Father Nicholas Point spent the win-

26ter of 1846-7 among the Blackfeet and Gros Ventres 
and with an eye toward their needs this earliest Jesuit 
missionary made a study of these Indians. It was not 
until April 1859, however, that Father Hoecken was assign
ed to this field for the purpose of establishing a mission.

There seems to have been five projected locations 
of the Mission beginning with the first near Priest's 
Butte in 1859 and including the last at Bird Tail Rock 
in 1866, and in the material presented here the sites 
of the Missions will be numbered in the order of these 
projections rather than in the order of actual establish
ment since the former system seems to be more germane, 
historically.

The first site in 1859 near Priest's Butte on the 
Teton River, not far from the present site of Choteau, 
Montana, was apparently undesirable to the local mis
sionaries. There was some work done, however, before 
the place was abandoned. "On the site selected, Father

25. Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., Vol. IX, p 1317. 
25. Palladino, op. cit., p 170.
27. Ibid., p 176.



Hoecken and Brother V. Magri built three small log
28houses.

The second, at Sun River, close to what became Fort
Shaw, decided upon March 13, 1860, was suspended by-
order of the Superior, Father Nicholas Congiato, S. J.,
on August 9th of the same year. "Rhat may have been
the cause (of the suspension) we have never heard."
"A couple of log cabins were constructed" at this loca-

29tion before it was abandoned.
The third, in the spring of 1862, was selected 

"along tiie banks of the Marias; but several of the chiefs 
strongly objected to having the Mission located there, 
and insisted with Father Giorda that it be established 
elsewhere." Too, "the Marias region teemed with buffalo 
which, the Indians feared, would all be esterminated bv 
the whites who were sure to follow in the wake of the 
Mission.- Hence they did not want it located in that sec-

„ 30tion.
The fourth projected location, according to the fore

going, resulted from the strategy of the Indians in the 
attempt to preserve their primitive economy. Thus it 
will seem that both the Indians and the Jesuits had a 
hand in the various projections of the Mission up to and 
including the fourth location on the Missouri River op
posite the mouth of Deep Greek (Smith River). At any

28. Ibid., p 176.
29. L. B. Palladino, S. J., Indian and White in the 

Northwest, p 193, Lancaster, Pa: Rickersham Pub
li sh i hlT“C omp a ny, 1922.

30. Ibid., p 195-4.
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rate, Fathers Gioraa and Menetrey picked out a site de
scribed by Palladino as:

....along the north bank of the Missouri, 
some six miles above the mouth of Sun River, 
which seemed to answer every purpose. There 
the new Mission was located on February 14 
(1862) and received the name of St. Peter.
Log cabins were soon constructed; a number 
of Indians came around and, taking up places 
to their liking, pitched their tepees here 
and there in the vicinity. 51
Father Palladino apparently errs, geographically, 

since the Old Mission on the Missouri opposite the mouth 
of Smith River is not only more than twice six miles, 
following up the river, but .is about ten miles from the 
mouth of Sun River in a straight line. Detailed circum
stance regarding the establishment of this site are lack- 

32ing but maps of the area made, apparently after the 
buildings were erected are shown on oage 199-200 of 
Indian and Rhite in the Northwest.

During the four years the Old Mission existed near 
the site of what later became a small town called Flood, 
agriculture was tried without success. Three years of 
drought convinced both the Fathers and the Indians, appar 
ently, that this was no place to farm. "The advice of 
practical farmers having been sought and the Fathers find 
ing that a ditch seven miles in length would be required 
to irrigate successfully, another removal was determined

31. Ibid., p 194.
32. " pp 199-200.
33. Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana,

Volume IX, May 9~ 1923, p 315.
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In the meantime, a new reason for the existence of 
the Missions appeared. This was the invasion of the 
whites - drawn by the lure of gold.

Heretofore, there existed, apart from the purpose 
of saving souls, only two reasons for the mission. These 
were, as has been stated, the desire of the Indians for 
missionaries of the Catholic Church and the need of unself 
ish men who could help the Indian become adjusted to a 
buffalo-less, white-man economy. It may be noted here 
that, apart from providing for their final destiny, there 
was no particular reason for changing the Indian^* way of 
life except insofar as it would be required to conform 
with the ideals of the church.

Nov; the primitive means of existence were destroyed 
and the white man moved in in great numbers. Since the 
white man had no intention whatever of adjusting himself 
to the Indians' way of life - an impossibility at all 
events under the circumstances of its vanished economy - 
the Indian must, perforce, adjust himself to that of the 
•white man. And here, indeed, appears the raison d'etre 
of the missionaries among the savages - that of helping 
the Indians take up the shock of what must have appeared 
to him as a terrible curse.

Nor were these general misfortunes of the Indians to 
be his last. Heretofore he had been able, at least, to 
occupy the country he once roamed although the maintenance 
of life was becoming - owing to the vanishing of the 

buffalo - increasingly untenable. Nov/ the very right of
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occupation of those lands was to be taken from the Indi
an. This misfortune was the Treaty of 1865 in which the 
Blackfeet were put on a reservation some 60 miles distant 
from St. Peter’s Mission. Concerning this treaty the•o t>

Montana Post of December 9, 1865, provides the following:
(From our Special Correspondent)

Fort Benton, Nov. 17th, 1865.
On the 17th of October, 1855, a treaty 

was made with the Blackfoot Indian Nation, (A. 
Cumming and Isaac I. Stevens acting as Commis
sioners on the part of the United States), by 
which nearly the whole of what is now Montana 
was given over to their exclusive use, the North
ern portion for a dwelling place, and the part 
south of the Muscle-Shell river for a hunting 
ground. Gold had not then been discovered here, 
and the Government thought itself perpetrating 
a master stroke of policy when it appropriated 
to the Indians lands that it seemed would never 
be good for anything to the whites. No one 
needs be told that it has become desirable to 
extinquish the Indian title to these lands, 
since nearly fifty thousand whites have settled 
upon them, attracted hither by the magnetic 
influence of the precious metals. Realizing 
the necessity of this change, General Govern
ment on March last, especially empowered and 
authorized Major Gad E. Upson, the Indian Agent 
at this point, to enter into a new treaty with 
the Nation mentioned, and to obtain, if possible, 
a cession of the lands now occupied and likely 
soon to be settled by whites. This treaty, after 
the usual delays which are always necessary when 
dealings are had with the Indians, was finally 
concluded yesterday, at this place.
....The treaty was then read by Judge Munson, 
and interpreted. Its principal provision, and 
the one which will most interest your readers, 
is contained in Article III, which provides for 
a cession of all lands heretofore claimed by 
the Blackfeet, excepting those lying north of 
48 degrees north latitude -- the Teton, Marias 
and Missouri rivers, as far east as Milk river-- 
t'ne Indians agreeing that other tribes may be 
tid,duu ia ohis reservation... .As a recompense 
for the lands ceded, the United States agrees to 
expend for the Blackfoot Nation, in addition to 
the goods distributed at ttie time of signing the



treaty, $50,000 annually, for twenty years; 
such portion of this money as may be deemed 
proper by the President, to be used in pro
moting civilization among the Blackfeet.
....Ana so was concluded a treaty in the high
est degree advantageous to the whites....

M
About this time, that is the winter of 1865-S6, rumors

were spread about a rich gold discovery in the Sun River
territory near St. Peter's Mission.

The feeling existing at the time is expressed by a
few articles in the Montana Post:

January 6, 1866.
Helena Items
New Discovery.— It is rumored in town that a 
new discovery has been made on the Mission and 
near Sun River, and a stampede is the result.
A number of men were on the move to ascertain 
the truth of the report.
January 20, 1866.
Letter frrr. Helena (dated January 8th, 1866,

and signed J. B. G.)
There is great excitement here about Sun River 
discovery, and an awful stampede is the conse
quence. Some persons just in from that country, 
report the diggings to be from forty to fifty 
miles long and five miles wide. Pans from forty 
cents to two hundred dollars —  not a good day 
either for panning. Great Jupiter! what wealth.
'That shall we do with it?
February 3, 1866.
Helena Items
Frozen and Sold.— Men returned from the stampede 
report many frozen in different parts of the 
body. Almost all agree that It was a grand 
humbug.
St. Peter's Mission played a part in rescuing victims 

of this stampede and many a prospector owed his life to 
the untiring efforts of the Fathers and the medical skill 
of Father Ravalli.

Mr. T. N. Bobbitt, who was in this stampede, recalls
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that his party was camped, near St. Peter’s Mission on
January 8, 1866, and stayed there for twelve days be-

34cause of the snow and cold weather.
In an article appearing in Then and Now, written

by Robert Vaughn and dated April 21, 1899, he says:
Mr. Thomas Moran of St. Peter, who was on 
this stampede, told me only a few days ago 
that at least seven hundred men were one 
night in camp in a bend of the Missouri river 
and near where the St. Peter’s Mission was 
then. He said that Father G. Imoda, who was 
in charge of the Mission, treated them kindly 
and gave assistance to many that were suffer
ing from cold and hunger.55
It was only natural, then, that the Indians should

become hostile when they witnessed this large influx of
whites, on lands which they believed rightfully belonged
to them, with it’s accompanying slaughter of game. They
seemed bent on the destruction of every white person and
the whites, in turn, retaliated. This hatred extended to
St. Peter’s Mission where John Fitzgerald was killed by
Indians. Father Huppens says this killing occurred on 

30April 6, 1866, but from the following articles appear
ing in the Montana post it would appear that April 21st 
is the correct date:

April 28, 1866.
Helena Letter

Helena, M. T., April 24th, 1866. 
....April 21st, (i.e. last Saturday) while John 
Fitzgerald was hunting stock on a creek half a

34. T. N. Bobbitt, 2325 Garfield St., Lincoln, Nebraska,
a typewritten article on file at the Historical Society 
of Montana library, Helena, Montana.

35. Robert Vaughn, Then and Now or 36 Years in the Rockies, 
Minneapolis: Tribune Printing Company, 1900, p 109.

36. Palladino, op. cit., (1922 Ed.) p 200.



mile from the Old Mission, and some eight 
. miles from the Sun River Farm, he was at
tacked by some forty Indians, (supposed to 
be Piegans or Bloods), and shot with four 
balls in the back and numerous arrows in 
the belly, stripped of his clothing, and 
scalped. They also killed eighteen head of 
cattle belonging to J. B. Morgan, and twenty 
head of hogs belonging to the Mission.
Saturday, May 5, 1866.
Helena netter

Helena, M. T., May 2d, 1866.
On Sunday, the 22nd, a band of Piegan or Blood 
Indians, (probably the same that had, the day 
before, committed the murder at the Mission) 
appeared upon Sun River and burned Morgan's 
ranch, which was vacant (M's people being at 
the Mission) and then started for the Govern
ment farm, four miles above....
Palladino believed Father Giorda to be at Alder

Gulch or Virginia City when a messenger was sent to him
37telling of the killing of Fitzgerald. The following 

letter, printed in the Montana Post of April 28, 1866, 
gives his location at this time as Helena:

Indian Depredations.
The following letter from Father Giorda, to 
Gen. Meagher, (Acting Governor of Montana) 
will be read with painful interest. We are 
sorry, in this case, to say that the letter, 
being in the handwriting of the worthy Super
intendent of Indian Missions, must be received 
as entirely authentic.

Helena, M. T., April 23rd, 1866. 
Excellent Governor:--The most sad intelligence 
reached me, just now, from our Blackfoot Mis
sion. Father Turoda and Father Ravalli sent 
me an expressman with letters to the effect 
that close to the Old Mission, one of our men, 
by the name of John Fitzgerald, got shot and 
scalped by Indians, while he was herding our 
stock. Father Ravalli, seeing that he was so

37. Ibid., p 207.
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long in coining in, sent the Indian boy, the 
remaining hand, to explore, and the boy found 
poor John with four balls lodged in his back, 
and a number of arrows in his breast. The 
Indians were driving away all the stock; how
ever, some few have been recovered. It is 
suspected that some five head have been slaugh
tered.

All the horses and cattle of Mr. Morgan, 
are either stolen or butchered. Eighteen head 
of horses gone. Mr. Kennedy’s band is partly 
stolen, partly butchered, and partly wounded.
All the road to Benton, from Clark's down, is 
lined with Indian war parties.

I must leave to-day, to go and see, and 
perhaps remove, the Mission and my brethern.
We would hope that, as we were of necessity 
obliged by violence to retire for the moment, 
that the property and claims of the Mission 
and missionaries, will be protected by law, 
and secured. Should a public protest of this 
fact be wanted, I beg and authorize your 
Excellency to do so, in my name and in theirs.

I have the honor, of being, Sir,
Your most ob't serv’t

F. Giorda, S. J., 
Superintendent of the Indian

Missions.
Tr> « further Indian crimes, the

following appeared in the Montana Post of May 19, 1866:
Helena Letter, May 16, 1866.
They (the Indians) even invade the sacred 
domain of the church, flout Fitzgerald’s 
scalp in the very face of the benevolent 
missionaries, each strand of the gory locks 
fling out its message to the whites "you are 
women." They burn the government property, 
kill one of its employees, and attempt to 
roast the other alive, defying even the Gov
ernment itself.
Father Giorda went to St. Peter's and on April 27,

1866, gave the order to close the Old Mission and move to
the New Mission, near Bird Tail Rock. But the following

38day the New Mission was also closed. It will be seen

38. Ibid., pp 209-210



from the foregoing that the closing of' the Missions
occurred indirectly as a result of the gold rush and
directly from the resultant hostility of the Indians.

Construction of the final establishment of St.
Peter's dates back to June of 1865 when Father Giorda,
on his annual visit to St. Peter’s, set out with Fathers
lino da and Kuppens in search of a new site for St. Peter's.
A spot was decided upon near Bird Tail Rock and the

39building was commenced. This, the last location, is
referred to as the New Mission.

A good description of the camp during the fall of
1865 appears in an article by Father Kuppens in Mid-
America in which he says that he was encamped there with
a couple of white laborers, two Canadian half-breeds
and two Indians. Two Indian tents, two tents for the
Canadians 'with their families, Father Kuppens’ tent for
the whites, and a tent for chapel, Mass, prayers, and

40so forth comprised the camp.
General Tleagher, with two companions, found his way 

to this camp site during a blizzard in the winter of 
1865-66. During the three days he was marooned there, 
he and Father xHippens became fast friends. Shortly after 
the closing of both the Old and New Missions, Father 
Kuppens received a letter from General Meagher advising 
him that three steamboats of soldiers were arriving 
at Fort Benton and suggested that possibly the Old Mis-

39. Ibid,, pp 208-9.
40. ^id-America, a Historical Review, Vol. XIV, p 127, 

Chicago: The Illinois Catholic Historical Society, 
1931-32.
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sion buildings could be rented to theft. Through the
efforts of these two men, ^eagher and Kuppens, the Old
Mission became an army post. Father Kuppens said this

41arrangement lasted for a number of years, while the book 
entitled Contributions to the Historical Society of Mon
tana says, "The old mission buildings were occupied in
September, 1866. They remained 9 months and then went

„ 42 to Fort Shaw."
After the sudden closing of the NTew Mission in April,

1866, it's fate was undecided for a number of years.
Father Menetry received orders to wind up its affairs in
the fall of 1867 and went to St. Peter's, staying until
the following summer. Then the orders were reversed and
Father Gazzoli was sent to the Mission in the fall of
1868 to see about reopening it. He stayed until the
following summer but his report was unfavorable. Thomas
Moran, a loyal employee, was, and continued to be, left

43in charge as caretaker.
It was not until the spring of 1874, however, that

the Mission was re-opened. Father Imoda, who had always
44been interested in this Mission, was put in charge.

About 1879 a large stone building was erected and a boy's 
school was opened with Brother Hamilton in its immediate 
charge. Attendance was only fair, however, due to the

41. Ibid., pp 129-35.
42. Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana, 

op. cit., p 315.
43. Palladino, op. cit., (1922 Ed.) p 211.
44. Ibid., p ’214.
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distance to the reservation. However, during the fall
of 1883 until the summer of 1884, as before related,
many of the Blackfeet starved on the reservation. The
Fathers, ever mindful of the sorry plight of the Indians,
succeeded in having some of the half-starved children
sent to St. Peter's. In 1885 St. Peter's became a govern
ment contract school —  see Table E and F in appendix.

For some time the Fathers had been thinking of
starting a school for girls at St. Peter’s. It was not
until October 30, 1884, that Mother Amadeus, with two
novices and two postulants, -arrived at St. Peter’s to

46take charge of the work. At first the nuns were quar
tered in the log cabins but their dream of building a 
school began to materialise with the laying of the corner 
stone of the building as recounted in the Great Falls 
Tribune of September 15, 1888:

St. Peter's Mission, Sept 8 —  Today the 
people of St. Peter s Mission with many 
neighbors and visitors, witnessed an inter
esting and impressive festival. This was 
the laying of the corner stone of the new 
St. Peter's boarding school for girls, 
which will be in charge of the Ursuline 
sisters....Although it is hard to communi
cate with people in this wild mountainous 
region, a great many persons manifested 
their good will by attending the festival.

More than 90 children, led by their 
teachers headed the procession....

When the procession, which proceeded 
from the church, came to the site of the

45

45. Ibid., pp 222-3.
46. Life of the Rev. Mother Amadeus of the Heart of 

Jesus, prT'8'9-92, HewTork:" The Paulist Press, T923.



28

new building, the priests read appropriate 
prayers, invoking the blessing of God upon 
the house and all who may dwell therein.
After the prayer, Rev. Father Damiani, the 
priest celebrant and president of St. Peter’s 
boys’ boarding school, struck the corner 
stone three times with a large hammer, to 
signify that God will impart permanency and 
solidity to this building....
Work progressed on the building, rapidly for those 

times, a good description being given in the Great Falls 
Tribune of July 3, 1889 (written July 1, 1889, and sign
ed T. W. T.)

Near the head of the broad, beautifully green 
Missouri valley stands the Ursuline Convent of 
the Holy Family. A better location for a seat 
of learning could not be found than this —  
surrounded by mountains, the scenery is fine, 
elevated about 5,000 feet above the sea, the 
air is light, pure and bracing, and the climate 
is exceptionally healthy. The Mission, as the 
school is usually called, is within easy reach 
of the railroad at Cascade, being only nine 

nr-oy. y<=>+, far enough removed that all 
the temptations of a town or village are re
moved. The church owns a large body of land, 
thus insuring that no bad influences can ever 
be located near. Here is gathered a school of 
from 150 to 200 pupils, both boys and girls.
Father Damiani, assisted by an able corps of 
instructors, has charge of the institution, and 
under thi S i .is. nagement the school is growing and 
doing a great deal of good. We were surprised 
to learn that pupils are here given good board, 
lodging ana instruction at a cost to the child 
of only $10 per month.
The new mission building is a surprise to any 
one who have not seen it. Through the court
esy of the architect and builder, Mr. Nick 
Monshauser, we are able to give a short de
scription of it. It is 116s feet long by 77 
feet deep, built of dark blue sandstone, in 
plain gothic style, and makes a solid though 
handsome appearance. In the basement are
X VLt LltA. Xi-X u l.O XX j  ^  lUxiijj X J  Kj Udi X vWjnu

ana furnace rooms. On the first floor are four



29

large class rooms, music rooms, reception 
room, fine arts room and chapel. The third 
floor is used as a dormitory, "bath rooms, 
an infirmary and sisters’ rooms. The build
ing is heated with, six large fUmaces and 
is furnished with hot and cold water. The 
building, with other adjoining, will accommo
date 250 pupils, and will be ready for occu
pancy about September 1, 1889.
The Fathers are also expert farmers and this 
year will have fair crops of groin. They have 
built a large reservoir and are thus able to 
control a vast volume of water, using it when 
the crops are most in need.
Evidently the building was not completed as soon as 

expected from the above account because the Semi-Weekly 
Tribune of May 17, 1890, say's, "The young ladies academy 
(at St. Peter*s Mission) about to be opened by the 
Ursuline nuns will be a grand structure when completed."

The beginning of a series of disasters which befell 
oo. mission began in 1896 when, by the Indian
Appropriation Act of that year, the government discontin
ued the appropriation to many contract schools, including 
St. Peter’s Mission. See Table 8 in the appendix - 1896 
report.

Disaster again struck in 1908 when the boys’ school 
was destroyed by fire. An account of this fire is given 
in the Great Falls Daily Tribune of January 18, 1908:

By Long Distance Telephone
Cascade, Jan. 17:—  Fire broke out about noon 
today in the old dormitory building at St.
Peter’s Mission and this evening the building 
is in total ruin. The loss is estimated at 
$25,000 and there is said to be no insurance.
The fire caught in the roof through a defec
tive chimney. There were no means at hand 
’with which to fight it.
The building was the home of Indian children,
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priests and nuns. Part of it was constructed 
of adobe bricks and this part was occupied by 
the priests. The other part was built of 
stone and was used by the children. The build
ing will probably be rebuilt at once, although
nothing definite has been heard in regard to
the plans of those in charge of it.
The third disaster was again by fire when the second

of the two stone buildings, in charge of the Ursulines,
was destroyed on November 16, 1918. At the time of the
fire, this building was occupied by Indian boys and girls.
An account of the fire is given in the Great Palls Tribune
of Tuesday, November 19, 1918:

Special to the Daily Tribune
Cascade, i'Jov. 18 —  Pire, which was started 

in some unexplained manner, completely destroy
ed the Ursuline convent at St. Peter’s Mission, 
at an early hour last Saturday morning, 
entailing a loss of between $50,000 and $75,000, 
and completely wiping out all the equipment of 
the Ursuline sisters for the carrying on of the 
work at th- institution.
The fire was discovered about 2:30 a.m. when 
one of the pupils in the dormitory on the second 
floor was awakened and asked permission of a 
sister to raise the window as it was smoky in 
the room. The sister went to the window and 
while there noted a reflection upon a nearby 
building, at the same time smelling the smoke, 
and hearing the fall of an object on the floor 
below. Ascertaining that the building was 
on fire, the sisters, seven in all, speedily 
ushered the 42 pupils of the building, making 
their way in their night clothes down one of 
the main stairways. There was no confusion 
and none of the inmates were injured, neither 
did any one come into contact with the flames, 
which speedily devoured the building with all 
its contents, only the stone walls being left 
standing.
With the burning of this building, there remained 

only the chapel to remind one of the struggle and final 
success of St. Peter’s Mission. In 1943 most of the land



was sola as shown by the Great Pails Tribune of June 22, 
1943:

Sale of about 2100 acres of land, constituting 
a part of the St. Peter’s Mission holdings to 
Rex and Ona Bower by the Ursuline Convent of 
the Holy Family, Great Falls, was made known 
Monday (June 21, 1943) through a deed filed with 
County Clerk Charles Regan. The consideration 
was $23,200•
The transaction involves an area of historical
importance but the Ursuline convent retained 
ownership of .62 of an acre, the site of the 
Catholic church at St. Peter’s Mission: 1.31 
acres used for cemetary purposes and the high
way serving the mission...
Recently, original patents to some of the land 
transferred to Bower (-the buyer) were filed 
in the court. Two of these patents, each for 
160 acres ~:ere granted (Father) Camillus Imoda 
by President Chester A. Arthur on December 15,
1882, and by President U. S. Grant on April 5,
1876. Another patent for 160 acres was issued 
to Frances DeKock by President Benjamin 
Harrison, Nov. 3, 1891, and one for 120 acres 
was issued to Modiste Gladu April 21, 1891, by 
Harrison.
The land was subsequently acquired by the 
Ursulines, and some of those to whom patents 
were issued, were priests of the Catholic Church.
Now, after over 80 years of colorful history, the 

little chapel at St. Peter’s again beckons people to wor
ship. The Great Falls Tribune of Tuesday, September 30, 
1947, has this to say:

By Tribune Correspondent
Cascade, Sept. 29 -- Mass was celebrated by 
Fr. Barry at St. Peter’s Mission church, 
marking the beginning of a new era for the 
landmark.
The structure has been rebuilt after years 
of decay and will be used for regular masses.
Funds for rebuilding the mission to as near as 
possible its original likeness were raised 
mostly by donations, a considerable amount 
coming from the Montana Landmark Society 
headed by Charles Bovey of Great Falls...,



CEiiPTMA II 
LIP1!» AT THPi MISSION

It irill have been noted from Father Palladino1 s 
statement earlier in this work that the purpose of 
St. Peter1s Mission was to "save and civilize" the 
Indian. Such a purpose requires much more than ordin
ary courage, unselfish concern and the ideals of the 
Catholic Church. In short, the program of the Fathers 
required of them a regimen of tremendous physical and 
mental labor in the instruction of the white and Indi
an children at the Mission'as well as the farm and 
livestock program so necessary for both the everyday 
material wants of life and for the eventual regeneration 
of the Indian.

In accordance with such a fully rounded-out program 
a characteristic, by the way, of all of the Indian 
Missions -- the Jesuit Fathers worked early and late 
at the business of fitting the Indian for participa
tion in the white man's society. And the Fathers 
actually accomplished wonders. They built an irrigation
system utilizing the waters of St. John!s Creek for this 

47purpose. They brought sheep, cattle and horses to the 
Mission and taught the children the arts of agriculture, 
livestock-raising and dairying. H. N. Maguire described 
St. Peter1s Mission as it was in 1868 in an article

47. Great Falls Tribune, ^emi-Weekly Sdition, Great
Falls, Montana, Wednesday,- July 3, 1889, P3 C2.
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appearing in the Montana Post of August 7, 1868:
The mission farm comprises three hundred 
and twenty acres, half of which is sub
stantially enclosed, among the building 
improvements are four or five large, double 
and comfortable cabins, besides an exten
sive corral, sixteen or eighteen feet high, 
constructed of the heaviest available timber.
About twenty acres are under cultivation 
and I have seen better crops nowhere in the 
Territory, and the variety is greater, per
haps, than can be found in any other place.
Melon, tomatoes, corn, vegetable oyster, 
asparagus, garlic, and the like tender plants 
seldom ventured on in the mountains, are here, 
though severly injured by the terrible tor
nado and hail storm, which a few weeks since, 
swept over this region, flourishing and pro
mising early maturity.
Twelve or fourteen acres are covered with 
bountiful growths of wheat, barley, and oats, 
and the industrious and skillful Mission 
farmer, Mr. Ghote, is preparing to begin 
cutting grain immediately. The adaptability 
to grazing is sufficiently attested by the 
waddling fatness of all the stock belonging 
to the Premises.
The foregoing amply illustrates the busy beehive 

of earnest industry thriving at this little Mission.
For a more intimate glimpse of the Mission, the follow
ing account by i;irs. Roberts, a nurse, and present resident 
of Helena, who attended the Mission School at the begin
ning of the century provides a fine picture:

In 1900 I became one of a party of three 
girls Who went that year from Rosebud County 
to St. Peter’s Mission for a school term.
Gassie Morton and I lived in Forsyth, Montana,
Mabel O ’Connell, and her father, who accompanied 
us, were from Ashland, Montana.

We attended during the term lasting from 
September, 1900, to the end of June, 1901.

I remember the' Mission very well. Father 
^rtz was in charge. Mother Amadeus, Superior 
General of the Ursulines, was there when I 
arrived, in September. In October, Mother
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Amadeus, accompanied by an Indian girl of 
about twelve years, made a trip to Rome where 
she was received by Pope Leo XIII» The Pope 
sent his blessing with Mother Amadeus who 
returned to the Mission a few months later.
The Indian girl, who was always beautifully 
dressed in many costumes of beaded buckskin, 
died a month after their return.

Some of the girls’ instructors at the 
Mission while I was there were Sisters Amata, 
Sister Clara, Sister Elizabeth and Sister 
Gazaga. They were Ursuline Nuns.

A farmer, Mr. Hollenback, came while I 
was there, with his three daughters. He did 
some of the farming for the Mission.

It was peaceful and pleasant at the Mis
sion. There were about 70 white girls there,
15 or 20 Indian girls and about 20 Indian boys. 
One of those whom I remember was named Pious 
Shoulderblade. He was a Cheyenne while most 
of the boys and .girls were Blackfeet.

Aunty Fields, a colored woman, brought 
the mail from the Fort Shaw post office.

There was alv/ays plenty to eat at the Mis
sion -- fresh milk always. Canned fish was 
served on Friday. I well remember the lovely 
odor produced by a mixture of incense and 
gingerbread we girls reveled in on our way to 
the benediction in the same building.

There were two school buildings, constructed 
of stone from the nearby hills -- St. Joseph 
for the boys and St. Angela for the girls.

le had lovely times, picnics, and sometimes 
horseback rides. At Christmas time the Helena 
merchants sent us boxes of apples and a number 
of sleds.

But we had to learn as well as play. The 
sisters were quite strict with us. Besides 
our regular school and religious studies, we 
learned sewing and music. Some of the girls 
learned painting and some murals were done 
illustrating portions of Dante’s work.

s learned farming, irrigation, and

48. As told to Edward L. Albright by Mrs. Fred Roberts, 
Helena, Montana, on March 29, 1949.
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Great Palls Tribune, Great Palls, Montana Territory, 
Saturday, September 19, 1885, PI C2.

URSULINi» GONV.ANT
of the 

Holy Family.
Near Ft Shaw, M. T.

The Ursuline Nuns have lately opened a school 
at St. Peter’s Mission for the young girls of the 
country. Sver(y) advantage for acquiring a com
pleted education is afforded by this institution 

Terms: $10 per month; Tuition 
free. Music Lessons $5 a month.

For further particulars apply to
Rev. Mother M. Amadeno (Amadeus) Superior

Ft Shaw, Mont

A boarding school for boys has also been opened 
at the same Mission under direction of the

J iiiD U  X T  F A l 'itC u iS

The object of this institution is to afford 
means of solid mental and moral education 
for the boys.

Terms: Tuition free. Board $10 per month
Apply to Rev. J. Damiani, S. J.

Ft Shaw, Mont
W W 7f W W

Great Falls Tribune, Semi-7/eekly Edition,
Uednesday, September 18, 1889, P3 05.

St. Peter’s Mission
Boarding School for Boys & Girls

Fall term, 1889, will open on Sept. 1st.
Boarding and tuition, per month —  $ 10
"lashing, per month —  $ 1

St. Peter's mission is situated in a beautiful 
and healthful valley near Fort Shaw, Mont. and 
the school is noted throughout the state of its 
excellence.

For prospectus and full particulars apply to 
Father Superior of the Mission, or Sister Amadens (eus) 
Superioress of Boarding School fb r Girls, St. Peter 
P. 0. Mont.
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The following ads are, for effectiveness, given in 
their entirety.

It will be noted that the Post Offices of the first 
two are Fort Shaw. The Mission at these dates was actu
ally located on St. John's Greek about eighteen miles 
distant from Fort Shaw.

The Helena Independent, Helena, Montana Territory, 
Saturday, August 23, 1884, PI G6.

ST. PsTiiifi's ulSwIOk

Boarding School for Boys under the direction of the
Fathers
of the 30CI.si'k OF JESUS

’"ill re-open on Monday, September 1st, 1884.
The object of this Institution is to afford 
means of solid, Mental and Physical Education 
for Boys.
TEAMS:—  Tuition free, Board #10.00 per month 
invariably in advance.
For further particulars apply to 
Rev. J. Damiani, S. J. or to Rev. G. Imoda, S. J. 

Fort Shaw, Mont. Helena, Mont.
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GOwCjjU oXGi<

Historically, tragic St. Peter’s Mission repre
sents a great mingling of forces which have produced 
our America of today. The transition from an Indian 
to a European-descended society with all of its tribu
lations are heart and soul of this poor little Mission, 
tucked away, off the now main-traveled roads - among 
the mountains of Montana.

In its rise, before the gold rush, before the 
founding of the city of Helena, before the great Civil 
War between the North and South, St. Peter’s Mission 
represents the zeal of the great Catholic missionaries 
whose foresight envisioned the struggle between the 
Indian and white and who, undoubtedly, felt that this 
struggle would recuire some champions of the otherwise 
utterly doomed Indians.

In all this, we see first the migaty Father 
De Smet, truly the Apostle of the Indians of the Ameri
can West. Here was a man, as great in reality as many 
great figures are in legend, the Paul Bunyan of the 
Cross.

A satellite of St. Mary’s which was established 
on September 24, 1841, St. Peter's Mission may be truly 
said to be, indirectly, the work of the great Father 
De Smet.

For Father De Smet, besides his heroic physical 
labors in organizing the first,Rocky Mountain Missions, 
seems more than any other, to have breathed his spirit
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into those labors of others among the Indians.
The question arises, did the Mission accomplish 

its purpose? The answer must be an emphatic "yes’”
Apart from the purpose of bringing the Indian to Christi
anity - a purpose from which there is no intention to 
detract, since such a work is considered to be that of 
the missionary wherever he may be - the Mission did 
more than any other agency in its time, in taking up 
the shock of impact of white society upon that of the 
Indian. A glance at the yearly reports to the Secretary 
of the Interior alone will- confirm this thesis but 
additional evidence appears everywhere in abundance 
where the Indians of the Northwest are concerned.

For others among those great men who made St. Peter's 
itself« dos pi Ci v̂->*1 ic*. oisg^ tu de c o11or*clont u co11

the great changes of the first period of the Mission life 
obscure' their lustre. How great were these men really? 
Struggling amidst almost unsurmountable obstacles, among 
which not the least were the idiosyncrocies of a national 
government itself constantly changing, the Jesuits of 
St. Peter’s Mission seem to be marvels of adaptibility 
to circumstance, to interruption both on the port of the 
government and on the part of the antagonized Indian.

With the reconciliation of these forces St. Peter’s 
Mission added its own in the service of Christianity and 
it is with a feeling of humble regard, respectful rever
ence and deep appreciation of the great efforts of these 
laborers of Christ amid the conflict and disaster of this 
period, that this small work is concluded.
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Early-day buildings at St. Peter's Mission. The old 
log buildings at right were the original school build
ings. The old chapel stands at the left. The quarters 
of the Ursuline Huns were at the right of the chapel.
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St. Joseph's School for hoys at St. Peter's Mission. 
Phis building burned in January, 1908.
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Mount Angela School for girls at St. Peter’s Mission. 
This building burned on November 16, 1918. After the 
destruction of this building, the second of the two 
large stone buildings to be burned, St. Peter’s Mission 
was closed.


