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INTRODUCTION

When I originally considered doing a thesis for graduation with honors, 

the subject matter became my obvious concern. I had attended a brief seminar 

conducted by David Walters, of the Montana Historical Society, on Jeannette 

Rankin. During the course of this seminar, Jeannette's brother, Wellington, was 

mentioned repeatedly. In his conclusion, Mr. Walter stated that Mr. Rankin's 

contribution to Montana history had never been investigated.

I spent an afternoon at the Historical Society discussing the feasibility of a 

thesis on Wellington Rankin with the research librarian. I left that afternoon 

somewhat disillusioned after being told that there might not be enough material 

for such an undertaking. I approached Dr. Robert R. Swartout with my concerns, 

and he assured me that it would not be easy, but well worth the effort. Feeling 

somewhat more at ease, I began my research during the summer of 1992. Much 

to my surprise, there was a wealth of available material, and for the most part, it 

had never been touched.

Compiling a history of Wellington Rankin produced a number of problems. 

The first and most obvious problem concerned Rankin's distaste for writing. The 

vast majority of his communication was by telephone, which makes much of the

* information pertaining to his life exceedingly one-sided. The second problem

concerned Rankin's relationship to the state and its history. It is reasonably safe 

to say that Rankin played an integral part in Montana party poltitcs, longer than 

anyone in the state's history. What I have attempted to do is give a brief 

overview of what was happening in the state at the beginning of each chapter so
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as to place the man in the overall picture. The first chapter deals with early 

Montana and the Rankin family. The second chapter focuses on the 

Progressive era and Jeannette's election to the U.S. Congress. The third

chapter centers around the drought, and the Governor Joseph M. Dixon years.
t

Chapter four is about the depression years and Jeannette's return to congress. 

The final chapter concerns the final years of Wellington's life, and his political, 

legal, and ranching practices.

Jeannette Rankin is mentioned frequently throughout the thesis. A history 

of Wellington would be incomplete without including his relationship with his 

sister. It is very possible that Jeannette might never had been elected to the 

United States House of Representatives without Wellington's expert campaign 

strategy and financial backing.
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CHAPTER 1

EARLY MONTANA AND THE RANKIN FAMILYe
On April 11, 1803, the United States purchased the territory of Louisiana 

from France. The following year, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark began 

their momentous journey up the Missouri River. After the Lewis and Clark 

expeditiion, the faint whisper of trappers could be heard along the streams and 

rivers, as they plied their trade in search of the ever elusive beaver. When the 

first white men came to the region, later known as Montana, they established the 

state's tradition of colonial economics. The region was rich in natural resources 

that were plucked from her bosom to line the pockets of investors in the eastJ

On Grasshopper Creek in the summer of 1862, the scratch of gravel in a 

miner's pan set forth a chain of events that would change the territory forever. 

Within two years, the sound of pick and shovel could be heard resounding off 

the mountain walls all along the Continental Divide. Mining camps such as 

(Virginia City, Bannack, Elkhorn, Jefferson City, Last Chance Gulch,

Confederate Gulch, and Blackfoot City) began to spring up everywhere.. The 

miners poured into the state in the search for gold and adventure.2

Fort Benton had been established by the American Fur Company in 1845. 

Originally named Fort Lewis, the settlement was moved down the river to a more

• accessible spot the following year. It was later renamed Fort Benton in honor of

Senator Thomas Hart Benton, a friend of the fur company. Montana's first 

overland route was completed in 1860 by Lieutenant John Mullan. The Mullan 

Road, which connected Fort Benton with the Columbia River in Washington, 

eventually provided access to the gold fields southwest of Fort Benton. The
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beginning of the gold boom in 1862 had a profound effect on the frontier 

settlement of Fort Benton. Mining equipment, supplies, and miners disembarked 

from the steamboats and traveled overland to the gold fields. America's inland

port reached its peak in 1867 when thirty-nine boats reached the Fort Benton
t

docks.d

In 1864, a group of miners from Virginia City, frustrated by their lack of 

success to the north, headed back to Virginia City. Entering the Prickly Pear 

Valley, they decided to try their luck one last time, and discovered "color" in an 

area that became known as Last Chance Gulch, and later Helena. Fueled by 

the rumor of a new gold strike, miners poured into the valley, and by 1868, the 

gold fields of Helena had produced nearly ninteen million dolars in gold. In 

1865, the Virginia City newspaper announced that Helena was already the 

second largest town in the territory, with over a hundred homes, and another 

hundred under construction. By 1869, Helena was considered a metropolis.

The city boasted of its own brewery, a bowling alley, referred to as the "bowling 

gymnasium," and the Masonic Temple. Suddenly, tragedy struck the city of 

Helena.2^

Fire started in a Last Chance Gulch assay office on the night of February 

14, 1869. Much of the business district was burned to the ground. Episcopal 

Bishop David S. Tuttle wrote of the event, "We had no fire department or 

organization, and little water, and our best efforts availed not much against the 

high wind, carrying the fiery monster swiftly on its carnival of consumption of the

• inflammable pine buildings." Despite the devastation suffered by Helena, young

men from throughout North America swarmed to the Montana Territory in search 

of wealth and adventure. 5

John Rankin, who would become the father of Wellington Rankin, was 

born in Apin, in the Canadian province of Ontario, in 1841. His parents, Hugh
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and Jeannette Rankin, had immigrated from Scotland. John was the youngest of 

four sons, and dropped out of school after three grades to become an apprentice 

carpenter. In 1869, in the search for gold and adventure, John and his older 

brother Duncan set out for the Montana Territory.®

The Union Pacific Railroad had been completed in this same year. This 

route allowed for easier traffic for the Montana immigrants who could travel by 

rail to Ogden, Utah, and then up the Corinne-Virginia City Road to the gold 

camps. The Rankins opted for the Missouri River route which started in St.

Louis and culminated at Fort Benton. Forty miles east of Fort Benton they were 

forced ashore when their boat became stranded on a sandbar. John, with his 

tool chest strapped to his back, walked the remaining distance to the fort. Word 

had reached Fort Benton that much of Helena had been ravaged by fire. 

Realizing that they could utilize their carpentery skills in the re-building of the 

town, the brothers headed south to Helena. By the time John and Duncan had 

arrived in Helena, much of the work of the re-building the town had already been 

accomplished/

Hearing of a gold strike four miles up the gulch, the brothers made the 

short move to Unionville. They established a stamp mill to crush the ore brought 

in by the miners. John quickly tired of this monotonous work, and set out to seek 

adventure elsewhere. He ventured over the Continental Divide and arrived in 

Missoula in 1870. With his skill as an archietect and builder, John had 

immediate success, and soon became a pillar of the community. He established

• the first sawmill in Missoula, and built the first bridge to span the Clark Fork

River which divided the city. He invested in ranching and helped to erect the 

Methodist Church by 1872.8

In 1877, panic raced through the Bitterroot Valley. The Nez Perce tribe, 

under pursuit by General Oliver 0. Howard, commander of the Army's
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Department of the Columbia, crossed over the Lolo Trail and entered Montana. 

Soldiers from Fort Missoula, under the command of Captain C. C. Rawn, and 

civilian volunteers, including John Rankin, set out in an abortive attempt to stop 

the Indian's progress. A stockade was hastily built along Lolo Creek, and as the 

Indians approached, the soldiers demanded that they surrender their weapons. 

As night fell, Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce skirted the sleeping army and 

continued their trek across Montana. John was infuriated at the ineptitude of the 

military and embarassed that he had participated in the fiasco. The barricade 

built for this encounter became known as "Fort Fizzle."0

As John's wealth increased, so did his social prominence, and he was 

elected County Commissioner in 1878. John married Olive Pickering in August 

of 1879. The year before, Olive and her older sister Mandana, lured by the 

tales told by their uncle, William Berry, set out for the Montana Territory. Olive, 

who had been a teacher in New Hampshire, and her sister traveled on the Union 

Pacific Railroad to Corinne, Utah. They next boarded a stagecoach bound for 

Missoula, where Berry had been sheriff. Olive quickly secured a job teaching in 

a one-room schoolhouse. Mandana, disillusioned by the lawlessness of the 

Montana Territory and homesick for New Hampshire, returned home.10

After their marriage, John and Olive moved to their ranch northwest of 

Missoula. John soon finished building their home in town at 134 Madison Street. 

This three-story dwelling, the largest in the city, was equipped with the latest in 

amenities. Jeannette, the first of seven children, was born the following year in

* 1880.11

Wellington Duncan Rankin (named after a doctor who once saved John's 

life), was born September 16, 1884. The fourth born, and the only son, he was 

lovingly called by his mother, "The Boy." As the only boy, Wellington was doted 

on by his mother and sisters. Jeannette was her father's favorite, and as the
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Fig. 1, The Rankin home at 134 Madison Street, Missoula, Montana. 
(Photo courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, Helena, Montana.)
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eldest, was a natural leader who took care of her siblings. Jeannette's 

eighteenth birthday was to be a lavish affair. John had built a dance floor on the 

front yard of the ranch house, and decorative Chinese lanterns were strung 

about. Most of Missoula society had been invited. Wellington, along with some 

of his friends, greased a pig and set it loose among the dancers. While the 

guests tried in vain to capture the pig, Wellington and his co-conspirators 

unharnessed the horses and hooked them to different surreys. Jeannette was 

furious and embarassed, but the boy was defended by his other sisters and their 

mother. 1 2

Jeannette attended the University of Montana and, after graduation, 

began teaching in a rural classroom in Whitehall and also one near the Rankin 

ranch. Wellington also attended the University of Montana, and graduated with 

a B.S. in 1903. In 1904, John died suddenly from Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 

and left the family a small fortune. Jeannette was gravely affected, and returned 

to the ranch. Wellington left Montana and traveled to Boston where he entered 

Harvard.13

While attending school, Wellington became seriously ill, so Jeannette, 

accompanied by a friend, traveled to Boston to care for him. Wellington soon 

regained his health, and Jeannette remained in Boston for six months. Before 

Jeannette returned to Montana, they attended the inaugural ball of President 

Theodore Roosevelt. Tickets were provided courtesy of Senator Joseph M. 

Dixon. Wellington graduated from Harvard with a B.A. in 1905, and went to 

England to attend Oxford University. Terry Dwyer, managing editor of the Great 

Falls Tribune, reported in 1991 that Wellington was "Montana's first Rhodes 

scholar." The fact is, he only attended Oxford for a year, and not as a Rhodes 

scholar.'14
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Fig. 2. The Rankin family. (Photo courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, 
Helena, Montana.)
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Wellington returned to Boston in 1907, entered the Harvard Law School, 

and received his law degree in 1909. Upon his return to Montana, he joined the 

prestigious law firm of Thomas J. Walsh and Colonel Cornelius B. Nolan. Never 

one to accept a secondary role, Wellington left the Walsh and Nolan firm in 

1911, and entered private practice.15

At the age of twenty-six, Wellington was well on his way to becoming the 

top criminal lawyer in the state. The members of the Rankin family remained 

close throughout their lives, and all were fairly successful. At some point in his 

life Wellington developed an insatiable appetite for political power. Perhaps it 

was from his father who was a county commissioner, or when he attended the 

inaugural ball of Teddy Roosevelt. It would be difficult to determine the source 

of such a desire, but his primary obsession for the remainder of his life would be 

a seat on the U.S. Senate.15
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Fig. 3, Wellington Rankin at 19 years old while attending Harvard. (Photo 
courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, Helena, Montana.)
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CHAPTER 2

MONTANA IN THE PROGRESSIVE ERA:

JEANNETTE GOES TO WASHINGTON

After the turn of the century, progressive reform began to sweep the 

nation. Mounting social problems, political corruption, and the exploitation of 

women and children were brought on by the urbanization of America through 

industrialization. Progressivism, by no means a radical movement, was an 

outcrop of the Populist movement of the late 1800's. Progressives, for the most 

part, were middle-class Americans who supported the traditional political system, 

but felt that a few changes wold allow it to function more readily.-'

Randall J. Condon, secretary of the Helena Civc Club, spoke of the goals 

of his club and Progressive Montanans: "Better schools; better churches; better 

public buildings; better playgrounds; better public service; better support of 

disinterested public officials; unsightly bill-boards abolished; cleaner streets and 

alleys; a better enforcement of all laws and city ordinances." On the state level, 

Montana Progressives shared much the same view as the rest of the nation, 

except for one vital point. Montana, the proverbial victim of a colonial economy, 

wished to thwart the power of large corporations, and in particular the 

Amalgamated Copper Company, which later became known as the Anaconda 

Copper Company (ACM).2

To this end, the initiative and the referendum became all important.

These laws would allow the voters to bypass the state legislature which was 

often under the control of the company. The struggle for the passage of this law 

began in the 1890's with the Populists, and later gained support from
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Progressive leaders throughout the state. The fight for direct democracy, of 

political power in the hands of the people, culminated in the election of 

November 1906, when the initiative and the referendum were approved by the 

voters as a constitutional amendment.3

Other reforms favored by Progressives were the direct primary system to 

nominate candidates for public office, and the direct election of United States 

Senators. Montana politics had been successfully manipulated by the "Copper 

Barons" who controlled party nominating conventions. Special primary 

elections, with secret ballots, would allow voters to nominate party candidates 

and would put an end to this abuse. In 1899, W. A. Clark, one of the infamous 

"Copper Barons," created a national scandal when he bribed the Montana 

Legislature for a seat in the United States Senate. In 1911, the Montana 

Legislature, following the example of Oregon and other states, passed the 

Everett Bill. Though this system was complicated, it allowed voters to elect their 

U.S. Senator, and forced the legislature to approve their choice. Two years later 

in 1913, Congress passed the Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution for 

the direct election of senators, making the Montana law unnecessary. Using the 

initiative system, Montana approved the direct primary law in 1912.4

Jeannette Rankin was a natural for the political and social reform of 

Progressivism, but Wellington was probably more influenced by his admiration 

for Theodore Roosevelt. Wellington, a staunch Republican, had left the party in 

1912 to support the Progressive Party and President Roosevelt. In 1914, he

• even ran for a congressional seat under the Bull Moose banner. After a trip to

Aukland, New Zealand, Jeannette contemplated running for political office 

herself, and approached Wellington with the idea. Wellington expressed 

encouragement, but advised Jeannette to first obtain the approval of those in the 

suffrage movement.5
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When Jeannette confronted her suffragist colleagues about campaigning 

for a congressional seat, their response was anything but supportive. Many felt 

that her chances of victory were slim unless the United States adopted a federal 

Suffrage Amendment. The general consensus was that if Jeannette lost, it 

would prove to be a set-back for the suffrage movement. She was urged to run 

for a less conspicuous office, such as a seat in the state legislature. But 

Wellington was convinced that Jeannette could win, and decided that she sould 

test the political waters. During the course of his polling he was told by a 

prominent Republican to "keep Jeannette from making a fool of herself."

Despite this response, Wellington told Jeannette, "Well now, you're going to run 

for Congress and I'm not very much interested in whether these women go along 

with you or not. I'll manage your campaign and you'll be elected."®

On July 11, 1916, in a Butte restaurant, Jeannette announced her 

intentions to run for the Congress. Jeannette had never been an active 

Republican, but her father had been one, and Wellington had recently reverted 

back to the party, so she registered for the Republican primary. In addition to 

Jeannette, seven men filed for the Republican primary, with the two gaining the 

most votes to run on the party ticket against two Democratic candidates?

Headquarters were set up in Wellington's office in the Pittsburgh Block in 

Helena. He designed a campaign plan, and became convinced that Jeannette 

could gain votes in eastern Montana if she advocated prohibition and a wool 

tarill. Jeannette's campaign quickly gained ground, and many of the leaders in

• Montana's women's rights movement pledged their support. Jeannette even

gained national support from the women's movement. New York papers often 

quoted Rankin supporter Harriet Laidlaw, the head of the New York Woman 

Suffrage Party, and Rosalie Jones who stated, "We are watching your political 

fight with great interest and your New York friends believe that a better

14



congressman could not be found and a victory for you will mean a victory for 

suffrage throughout the country."0

In the primary, Jeannette swept the field and Republicans from across the 

state offered their support. In true Progressive fashion, her platform differed 

from that of the traditional wing of the Republican Party. She advocated an 

amendment to the Constitution, giving women the vote, legislation for the 

protection of children, and a revision of congressional rules to allow for quicker 

passage of legislation. She also supported prohibition and called for a 

"preparedness for peace."9

Wellington expertly directed Jeannette's campaign from a map on his 

office wall, while she canvassed the state. Unlike her opponents, who she 

sarcastically described as having "had too much dignity" to deal directly with 

their constituency, Jeannette campaigned in every situation. She spoke at the 

entrance of the mines and smelters, at lumber camps, homes, and in union halls. 

Wellington, well versed in Republican machine politics, kept her abreast of 

public sentiment and the devious doings of the party. During this time Montana 

had two representatives at-large. In the general election, two Democrats and 

two Republicans ran for office with the two highest vote getters going to 

Washington, D.C. Jeannette's traveling companion and fellow Republican 

candidate, George Farr, would visit local bars and joke about Jeannette after 

joint speaking engagements. Wellington, having received word of this, quickly 

warned his sister.10

• Opposition was soon forthcoming from the ACM. The company had been

accustomed to politicians who knew who was in control of the state. Jeannette 

was considered an ally of the labor unions, and Wellington, as an attorney, 

represented the Butte Miners Union and the Montana Federation of Labor. Both 

of these organizations, with the aid of Wellington, had resisted the ACM in the
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Fig. 4, Jeannette and Wellington Rankin in front of the family home in Missoula. 
(Photo courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, Helena, Montana.)
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courts. Because the ACM controlled the majority of the newspapers in the state, 

Jeannette received little presss coverage. 11

Jeannete and Wellington voted early on the morning of November 6,

1916, Jeannette in Missola and Wellington in Helena. The day after the electione
the Daily Missoulian announced that Jeannette's Republican colleague George 

Farr had won the remaining house seat. Jeannette was obviously dejected until 

she received a call from Wellington later that day. Wellington had been 

investigating the political climate in Montana for a number of years. He was 

convinced that the returns from the eastern end of the state would prove the 

newspapers wrong. For two more grueling days they had to wait for the final 

tabulations. When the votes were finally counted, Jeannette had won by 7,567 

votes. She was the only Republican elected to a major office in Montana that 

year. 1 2

Jeannette had been without any source of income for quite some time, 

and the people of the nation were interested in seeing the first woman elected to 

Congress. To this end, Wellington arranged a lecture tour through the Lee 

Keedick Speaking Bureau at the rate of $500 per speech. Wellington and 

Jeannette arrived in New York City on February 24, 1917, and stayed at the 

home of Harriet Laidlaw. Within a month Jeannette had lectured in twenty cities 

throughout the Northeast and Middle West. On their return to New York, 

Jeannette and Wellington were invited to Oyster Bay, Long Island, to the home 

of ex-president Teddy Roosevelt, at Sagamore Hill. Wellington, a great admirer

• of Roosevelt, spoke of this invitation as "the most important engagement of my

life." A pleasant evening was spent with Roosevelt, and Wellington hoped the 

former president could influence Jeannette's vote for a delaration of war. 

However, Roosevelt never addressed the subject. 1 3
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War had begun in Europe in 1914, and it became inreasingly obvious that 

the United States would soon be drawn into this armed conflict. Jeannette, a 

consummate pacifist, had campaigned on a platform of "preparedness for 

peace," and it was doubtful whether she would vote for the declaration for war. 

Wellington, always the politician, was convinced that a vote of "no" would be 

political suicide for his sister. He tried everything to influence her vote. He even 

went so far as to allow a clause to be put into her speaking contract that would 

result in termination if she voted against the resolution for war J 4

Jeannette entered the Congress for the first time, for a special session, on 

April 3, 1917. The debate over the resolution for war continued for three days. 

Wellington was committed to the United States entrance into the war and tried to 

convince Jeannette of the justice of his position. He insisted that war was 

imminent and that he would join the tank corps. Wellington went so far as to 

implore her to vote "a man's vote," arguing that she could get her point across by 

debating the futility of war. Wellington would later state, "I knew she couldn't be 

elected again if she did vote against the war. I didn't want to see her destroy 

herself." On April 6, 1917, at 3 a.m., Jeannette, after an agonizing three days, 

voted "no." The final tally was 374 for, 50 against, and 9 not voting.16

Wellington waited for Jeannette outside the House chambers to escort his 

sister home. Wellington was angry, and remarked, "You know you are not going 

to be re-elected. You know there will be a lot of feeling." Jeannette replied, "I'm 

not interested in that. All I'm interested in is what they will say fifty years from 

now." As they entered Jeannette's home, Belle Fligelman, Jeannette's personal 

secretary, could hear Wellington's voice, "Think what you've done, think what 

you've done."16
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Fig. 5, The Pittsburgh Block on Main Street, Helena, Montana. This building 
was owned by Rankin, and eventually he was the only tenant. It was later 
demolished during urban renewal. (Photo courtesy of the Montana Historical 
Society, Helena, Montana.)
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CHAPTER 3

DROUGHT AND DISILLUSIONMENT; 

WELLINGTON RANKIN AND THE DIXON ERA

After the turn of the century Montana entered into its third and final boom 

cycle. The industrial revolution had provided farmers with steel plows, twine 

binders, and steam powered threshers. These and other inventions had given 

the farmers the ability to increase production, and work larger tracts of land.

Even more important to the homestead boom in Montana was the "Campbell 

System" of dry-land farming. Developed by Hardy Webster Campbell, this 

method of scientific agriculture allowed farmers to cultivate marginal lands that 

traditionally received less rainfall then those in the east J

Dry farming needed large tracts of land, and the Homestead Act of 1862 

provide farmers with only 160 acres. The Desert Lands Act of 1877, largely 

pushed through by stockmen, provided for 640 acres, but required that part of 

the land be irrigated in three years. Farmers could seldom afford the cost of 

irrigation, and this act was used infrequently in Montana. In 1909, Montana 

Senator Joseph M. Dixon was instrumental in the formation of the Enlarged 

Homestead Act. This would allow settlers a half-section of 320 acres, and nearly 

thirty-two million acres of Montana would eventually be allocated to private

• ownership.^

Free land, new agricultural technology, and the transcontinental railroads 

were instrumental in the homestead boom. An age of optimism was created as 

new towns sprang up all over the state. Plentywood, Rudyard, Ryegate, Hardin, 

Shelby and Chester; their names seemed to suddenly appear on the map. Main
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streets consisted of the local bank, miscellaneous stores, and the ever-present 

grain elevators, surrounded by white frame houses reminiscent of those middle 

America towns back east. Montana homesteaders, in their opinion, were taming 

the last frontier, and looked forward to unlimited growth.3

The First World War began in 1914, and by 1915 America was called 

upon to provide supplies for a war-torn Europe. As the United States entered 

the war in the spring of 1917, a great demand was put upon the farmers of 

Montana. President Woodrow Wilson would declare, "Food Will Win the War!" 

War-time prices for wheat and raw materials from Montana's lumber and mining 

regions became artifically inflated. Over the years Montana had been 

experiencing a higher than average rainfall, and beginning in 1917 drought had 

begun on the highline.4

BY 1918, the drought began to spread south, and by the next year had 

reached the normally damp areas of the western mountains. Europe had begun 

to recover from the ravages of war by 1920 and farm prices began to drop 

abruptly. The price for wheat, once set by the Lever Act at $2.20 per bushel, 

dropped to $1.25 per bushel. High winds began to blow away the top soil made 

vulnerable by the deep plowing which was necessary for dry farming. Farmers 

up to this time had been averaging 25 bushels per acre, but the lack of water 

and the loss of top soil saw this drop to an average of 2.4 bushels. Montana had 

come to the end of the boom years. From mining, to cattle, to the homestead 

boom, the drought, and the subsequent devastation, became symbolic as the 

end of the frontier.5

From 1919 to 1925, eleven thousand farms would be vacated, twenty 

thousand mortgages would be foreclosed, and sixty thousand people would 

leave the state. All in all, nearly two million acres would pass out of production. 

In the years prior to the drought, Montana had become inundated with banks.
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Because of wanton banking practices, especially where it concerned lending, 

214 of Montana's banks, or over 50% of the total number of banks in the state, 

were forced to close their doors. Many looked for an answer to Montana's 

demise. Was it the local government, or had Montana's traditional colonial 

economy sapped the state dry?6

In the eye's of Montanans, the ACM had always been representative of 

the pinnacle of colonial economics. In 1918, Chancellor Edward C. Elliot of the 

University of Montana, concerned over educational revenues, asked a member 

of the university faculty, Louis Levine, to make a study of the state's tax system. 

Levine had immigrated from Russia with his parents when he was four years old. 

He received his doctorate in sociology and economics from Columbia University, 

and served as an advisor to the New York State Department of Labor. After a 

brief stint as an instrustor of economics at Wellesley College, Levine accepted a 

position at the University of Montana in August of 1916. His abilities quickly 

impressed his superiors, and at the recommendation of Eliot, he was promoted 

to assisstant professor in 1917. Six months later he was again promoted to a 

professorship.7

Soon after entering his employ at the university, Levine began his study 

of the state's tax structure. Since 1889, mine taxation had been incorporated 

into the Organic Act. This act allowed for the tax against mines to be levied on 

the price "paid the United States therefor." This resulted in the taxable 

evaluation of mining properties to be frozen, and little or no tax was levied on 

mine production. For years, politicians in the state had objected to the uneven 

burden of taxation. Governor Joseph K. Toole would state in 1903, "Millions of 

dollars of money and property escape taxation in the state year after year." A 

report issued by the Montana Joint House and Senate Committee in 1916 stated

24



that the mining industry paid only 8.79% of the total taxes of the state, while 

farmers paid 32.14%.8

As Levine's work progressed, he was asked by the Daily Missoulian, 

which was owned by Joseph M. Dixon, to write a series of articles. In 1918, at 

Elliot's request, Levine attended a state tax conference at Lewistown. This 

conference was attended by representatives from the mining and railroad 

industries, as well as by members of the farming and business communities. 

During the conference, Levine had a number of exchanges with C. F. Kelley, 

vice president of the ACM, and its chief counsel, L. 0. Evans. A Butte attorney 

and member of the State Board of Education by the name of J. Bruce Kremer 

was also in attendence. Although not in the employ of the ACM, it was well 

known that Kremer was in complete support of the company. Three months later 

at a meeting of the Board of Education, Kremer demanded that Levine and J. H. 

Underwood, the chairman of the Department of Economics at the university, be 

investigated. 9

In December, during a meeting with Elliot, Levine offered to publish the 

paper at his own expense. Worried that the university would not receive credit 

for the paper, Elliot ordered it set in type at the university press. In January of 

1919, Elliot took an about face and advised Levine that it would be better not to 

publish the paper. Elliot informed Levine that the governor had stated, "It is 

neither timely nor proper for the university to assume any responsibility whatever 

for the publication of the monograph. ... Weighing all the existing

• circumstances." At no time was Levine told that he could not publish the paper

on his own. Levine had the monograph, The Taxation of Mines in Montana, 

published by Huebsch of New York City in early February 1919. A few days 

later, Elliot suspended Levine, stating that Levine's involvement in political 

controversies was prejudicial to the welfare of the university.10
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Although Levine was reinstated on April 7, 1919, the damage had been 

done. Montanans, always suspicious of the ACM, now had the truth before them 

in black and white. Progressive Republicans and Democrats, who had 

advocated a change in the tax structure for years, now had the data to back up 

their claims, and would use this information to make a run on state 

government.''1

The year 1920 would present a quandry to the ACM. Progressivism was 

running rampant throughout the state, and both candidates for the office of 

governor represented the progressive wings of their respective parties. Burton 

K. Wheeler of the Democratic party was supported by the Non-Partisan League, 

and was assailed by the company journalists as "Bolshevik Burt." (Wellington 

Rankin, who ran for Attorney General, had been a political advisor for the Non- 

Partisan League, but never received the negative press that was relegated to 

Wheeler.) Wheeler's Republican opponent in the governor's race was Joseph M. 

Dixon, a former congressman and senator for the state of Montana who was also 

a progressive. However, in this election he billed himself as the moderate 

alternative to Wheeler. The ACM, faced with this choice, decided to back Dixon 

as the lesser of two evils.12

Both Dixon and Rankin won election in 1920. It has been assumed 

through the years that because Rankin and Dixon were members of the 

Republican party, they represented the same ideology. Nothing could be further 

from the truth, and troubles between the two powerful Republicans began almost 

from the start. Dixon had few state appointments to award to the members of his 

faction, and realized that the only alternative was federal employment. This 

maneuvering would require the support of Republican Representatives 

Washington J. McCormick and Carl W. Riddick, and the removal of the 

Republican national committeeman 0. H. P. Shelley. Shelley had opposed
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Fig. 6, Wellington Rankin in 1920. (Photo courtesy of the Montana Historical 
Society, Helena, Montana.)
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Dixon since the start of his campaign. To this end, Dixon asserted that the 

present method of appoinntments for the national committee represented 

irresponsible government, and that the state central committee of each party 

should elect its national committeeman. On March 29. 1921, the Republican
* state central committee met in Helena, and elected 0. H. Junod, a loyal Dixonite 

to replace Shelley. 13

Shelley was well connected to the "Old Guard," of which Rankin was a 

member. With their support, Shelley appealed to the national committee which 

met in June in Washington. The committee noted that Shelley had been legally 

elected, and could not be removed by an act of the state legislature. The 

Republican party in the state of Montana began to be decisively split between 

two rather belligerent factions. Dixon would make the most critical decision of 

his administration on April 20th of the same year. He dismissed Frank Conley, 

the warden of the state penitentiary at Deer Lodge. 14

Conley became warden of the state penitentiary when it was acquired in 

1908. Besides being warden, Conley had been the mayor of Deer Lodge since 

1892, and a major power in the G.O.P. Conley had endeared himself to the 

ACM by allowing convicts to be used as strike breakers in Butte and Anaconda. 

Questions had already circulated about Conley's ability to buy a $30,000 home 

on a salary of $5,000 a year. The ACM immediately came to Conley's support in 

the form of anonymous warnings, and through company journalists.15

In July, Dixon appointed T. H. Mac Donald to investigate allegations of

• the misuse of state funds by Conley. Under the advice of counsel, Conley 

demanded that the investigation be handled by the State Board of Prison 

Commissioners. The prison commission consisted of Dixon, Rankin and the 

Secretary of State, Charles T. Stewart. On July 7, 1921, Conley appeared 

before the commissioners. From the beginning, Rankin objected to the
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investigation of Conley, and went so far as to refuse to assign an assistant to 

help in the investigation. Rankin was well aware of Conley's political ties; the 

latter had campaigned for Rankin in the 1920 primaries.16

The rift between Dixon and Rankin began to widen in August of 1921.

This occurred on the State Board of Equalization. The state board was 

petitioned by C. F. "Con" Kelley, John D. Ryan, W. D. Thornton and W. A. Clark 

Jr. This appeal concerned tax assessments levied by the Silver Bow County 

Board of Equalization on the Northern Pacific and other railroads. Rankin and 

Dixon disagreed over the tax assessment on reserved mineral rights of land sold 

by the railroads, and Rankin was consistently outvoted. Appraisals from 

different counties throughout the state ranged from fifty cents to ten dollars per 

acre. Mysteriously, a number of newspapers reported that Rankin supported full 

taxation, and a Glasgow weekly owned by Shelley announced, "Rankin Defies 

the Northern Pacific." When the board resumed its session in September, Dixon 

and Rankin continued their disagreement in heated discussion. Rankin 

defended the Northern Pacific, and an assessment of five dollars per acre, while 

Dixon proposed a ten dollar per acre assessment. Since one of the board 

members was attending a tax conference, the board ended in a stalemate on 

September 10. On October 3, Rankin and Dixon would again clash.1?

The State Board of Examiners met to examine the possible purchase of a 

dairy farm located near the prison at Deer Lodge. Rankin once more used this 

opportunity to criticize Dixon for his dismissal of Conley, and the appointmment

• of Warden M. L. Potter. The disagreement between the two reached a

crescendo when Dixon proposed to lease the dairy farm of William Wolfe. 

Rankin, citing a pervious agreement, wished to purchase the Valiton ranch from 

Conley. Rankin asserted that there was a shortage of water on the Wolfe farm. 

At this point, Dixon inquired if Rankin had gotten his information from Conley.
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After more heated debate, Dixon inquired, "Are you appearing as an attorney for 

Mr. Conley?" Rankin replied, "I am here as an official of the state, looking after 

business." Under this air of mutual discontent and discord, the two officials 

came to grips again on the State Board of Equalization.18

This time the disagreement centered around an appeal from C. F. Kelley 

and W. A. Clark, Jr. Both Kelley and Clark were taxed by the Silver Bow County 

Board of Equalization for stocks registered out of state. Rankin contended that 

this would represent double taxation since the states in question would also tax 

these stocks. Dixon contended that Kelley should be taxed at his domicile,

Butte. Another member of the board stated that Kelley himself should determine 

the lawful location of his property. The total value of securities owned by Kelley 

was $340,000. However, after the board voted, Kelley was assessed on only 

$100,000. The Butte Bulletin reported the next day, "ACM Lackeys on State 

Board Obey Kelley."19

The next appeal to be heard concerned $3,000,000 of United Copper 

Verde stocks owned by Clark. Dixon used the same argument he had used in 

the Kelley appeal, and he contended that if New Jersey, where the stocks were 

registered, also taxed the securities, Clark could appeal to that state for relief. 

Rankin again argued that this would result in double taxation which violated 

Montana law. Though the Kelley and Clark appeals were similar, in that both 

represented securities registered out of state, the tax on Clark was repealed, 

whereas Kelley was forced to pay tax on part of his holdings. Dixon found 

himself facing a uphill battle with Rankin opposing him at every turn.20

The year 1922 turned into a nightmare for Governor Dixon. Dixon had 

been urging Rankin to start legal proceedings against Conley for some time. In 

a letter dated November 28, 1921, Dixon mentioned the amount of $200,000 of 

the state's money being misspent, and stated,".. . it seems to me that some
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immeduate action should be taken, looking to the restitution of this money to the 

treasury of this state." Later Dixon would remark, "I cannot thrust the Attorney 

General physically into court. ... He has sole jurisdiction of the matter." Rankin 

was faced with a delimma. He had opposed Dixon in his investigation of Conley, 

and now the situation was at a stalemate. Rankin had designs on a senate seat 

for some time and his senatorial ambitions required that he not alienate Conley's 

corporate backers, while at the same time he needed to appease Dixonites and 

the uncommitted. Dixon's comment that Rankin ".. . is the one now on trial 

before the people of the state" started to rapidly become true. Letters began to 

pour into the Attorney General's office, urging Rankin to prosecute the Conley 

case to the best of his ability. E. J. Cramer of the Sunripe Fruit Farm stated that 

"If you expect any support this fall at the polls from the farmers and laborers it 

will be necessary for you to prosecute the Conley Case without fear or favor."21

On January 19, 1922, Rankin suddenly filed charges against Frank 

Conley. Dixon immediately had a new concern. Helena lawyers proposed that 

Rankin's actions were "More in the nature of a 'friendly suit' with no teeth." If 

Conley were to be acquitted, Dixon would be accused of a personal vendetta 

and re-election would be difficult. The anti-Dixon press applauded Rankin's 

actions by agreeing that this was the only way to determine the truth of the 

charges. Miles Romney, the editor of an anti-company Democratic weekly, the 

Western news, was convinced that Rankin "appeared to be more a partisan of 

the accused than the prosecutor." Romney urged Rankin to fulfill his job as

• Attorney General, and uphold his oath by "sifting the matter to the bottom."22

On February 6, C. B. Nolan, Conley's attorney, filed a formal answer to 

the charges filed by Rankin. In his reply, Nolan indicated that after a detailed 

analysis of the prison records, the state owed Conley $50,000. The trial 

commenced on April 12 at the Lewis and Clark County courthouse. Presiding
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over the court was Judge A. J. Horsky, who would hear the evidence without a 

jury. Rankin presented the state's evidence for six weeks, and Nolan took 

another four weeks to present the defense. During the course of the trial, 

company journalists over stepped their bounds, and Judge Horsky warned 

reporters that misleading reports could result in a contempt of court citation. The 

trial ended on July 11, 1922. Final briefs were filed in September, and the final 

verdict was not handed down until November 27, 1922.23

"Former Prison Warden Victim of Dirty Politics Cleared By Judge Horsky," 

read the Helena Daily Independent on November 28. Conley had been 

exonerated, and in open court Rankin had stated that the state had presented all 

the evidence available. Judge Horsky even went so far as to thank Conley for 

the great job he had done while a servant of the state. The state in Judge 

Horsky's decision was also required to purchase the Valiton Ranch from Conley. 

This was the same ranch about which Dixon and Rankin had argued during the 

Board of Examiners meeting.24

Rankin hated to lose, but this case had been forced upon him, against his 

better political judgment, by the governor and his loyal supporters. Rankin must 

have wrested some sense of satisfaction from the last two years. He had 

defeated Dixon on the Board of Equalization concerning the tax assessment of 

W. A. Clark, Jr., Frank Conley had been acquitted, and the state was forced to 

buy the Valiton ranch. Rankin and Dixon would continue as antagonists through 

the remainder of their terms.

• In December of 1923, Rankin announced that Dixon would run for re-

election. Dixon, angry that he had not been afforded the opportunity to make 

this announcement during some special occasion, remarked that he was not a 

candidate at this time and that it was "entirely problematical" whether he would 

be one in the future. In January the Republican state commmittee met in Helena
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to elect a new national committeeman. Rankin sponsored Sam Goza, a loyal 

supporter and personal friend of Dixon's for many years. Dixon nominated Dr. 

Lanstrum, the publisher of the Helena Record-Herald, which had been 

supportive of the Dixon administration. Rankin accused Dixon of chosing
* Lanstrum because"... he has deemed it necessary to put before you a certain 

man because we must have a Republican newspaper." Lanstrum won by 

sixteen votes, and the headlines on the Helena Independent read, "Dixon Brings 

Defeat To Man Who Made Him Governor Of Montana." Dixon later claimed that 

his choice was necessary so as to prevent the insertion of Tom Marlow, a 

compromise candidate favored by the company. Montanans were perplexed by 

the thought of the governor turning against his trusted friend, Sam Goza. The 

Republican party had entered an election year substantially divided. Goza and 

his associates were alienated, there was an open split with Rankin, and the 

acquittal of Frank Conley was still fresh on the minds of voters.25

Rankin filed for a U.S. senatorial seat, but was defeated in the primaries 

by Frank Linderman by 1,120 votes. It seems reasonable to believe that a 

protest vote from loyal Dixonites contributed to Rankin's loss. Dixon easily won 

his primary, and shortly thereafter Dixon appointed Rankin as an Associate 

Justice to the State Supreme Court. Rankin, years later, told his wife Louise that 

he hated the court, that it was like a cemetery. In 1925, Rankin was appointed 

United States Attorney by President Calvin Coolidge, and was reappointed to a 

second term in 1928 by President Herbert Hoover.26

• Dixon's platform in 1920 had included a mine tax to create a more 

equitable tax base in the state. The 1921 legislature, under the influence of the 

ACM, failed to pass the tax. Unrelenting, Dixon again approached the 1923 

legislature with the same tax. Mine production in the year 1922 had produced 

over $20,000,000 while paying a tax of only $13,559. Again the legislature
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refused to pass the bill. Dixon had one more opportunity. During the election of 

1924, he presented Initiative Number 28 to the electorate. Dixon, up for re- 

election, was defeated by John E. "Honest John" Erickson. The ACM, so intent 

on having Dixon defeated, ignored the initiative, and it passed. Dixon's loss can 

be attributed to a number of things. Besides the ACM and the Conley affair, 

Dixon was blamed for the terrible economic situation which was a result of the 

drought which had plagued the state since 1917.27

In 1927, Arthur P. Acher joined Rankin as a partner in his law firm.

Rankin hated to leave Helena, so Acher was appointed to many of the duties 

that required travel. In 1966, after Rankin's death, C. T. Sullivan, of the Great 

Falls Tribune, characterized the Rankin and Acher relationship: "Had they lived 

in medieval times Rankin would have been the fearless baron in heavy armor, a 

mace dangling from his wrist, crushing opposition. Acher would have been the 

duelist, small, lithe, sinewy and dangerous with a rapier." Acher, like Rankin, 

was obviously quick of mind. If there was one thing that Rankin had no 

tolerance for it was imcompetence.28

In 1928, Dixon and Rankin clashed one last time. Dixon had already 

decided to run for the senate, because he had determined that Burton K. 

Wheeler would be easier to unseat than Erickson. Unaware of this decision, 

and hoping to run for the senate himself, Rankin tried to force Dixon into running 

for the governorship, interestingly enough by threatening to run for the position 

himself. When Dixon filed for the senate, Rankin had no alternative but to file 

for the governorship. Both men went on to win their primaries.29

Rankin, well aware of the ACM's support of Governor Erickson, waged a 

bitter campaign, repeatedly lashing out at the company. Rankin had announced 

during the beginning of his campaign that he would reduce government 

expenses by "removing the private telephone wire between the state house and
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the company offices." The ACM still controlled the majority of the newspapers 

throughout the state, and editorials denouncing Rankin appeared on an almost 

daily basis. The Helena Daily Independent went so far as to run an 

advertisement entitled "Think This Over." In the advertisement, the court was 

quoted as sayingabout a case that Rankin had handled: "No far minded person 

can be seriously impressed with the exhibits so negligently prepared that they 

show on their faces 189 errors, so gross that when they are corrected the whole 

exhibit collapses?" Rankin was blasted for his stand on the state highway 

commission, and his attacks on Governor Erickson. However, the largest 

contention centered around his support of W. A. Clark, Jr., while a member of 

the Board of Equalization. The Anaconda Standard printed an editorial on 

November 3, just days before the election, which was entitled "Rankin At His 

Rankest." Two days later the Standard would go on to say that Rankin "has all 

the dignity of a baboon, all the self restraint and poise of a tomcat, all the calm 

deliberation and judicial decision of a jackass, all the finer emotions and 

sentiments of a yellow dog, all the nobility and character of a snake."30

Rankin lost the election to an ever popular Governor Erickson. Montana 

had finally begun to recover from a decade of depression, and Erickson was 

looked upon favorably by the voting public. Loyal Dixonites were disillusioned 

bu Rankin's campaign tactics, and felt they were directly attributable to Dixon's 

loss to Wheeler. If the1928 elections accomplished anything, they convinced 

the public that the company press would use any means possible to accomplish 

its purpose. By the early 1930's, the company press experienced a policy 

change, and began to show less interest in state elections.31
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Fig. 7, Wellington Rankin in the 1920's. (Photo courtesy of the Montana 
Historical Society, Helena, Montana.)
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CHAPTER 4

THE "GREAT DEPRESSION"
t

A "NO" VOTE IN WASHINGTON

Rain returned to Montana in the mid to late twenties, and with it came a 

renewed prosperity. Nationally there was a great demand for Montana raw 

materials of lumber, metals and oil. On the political front, Montana gained nation 

wide attention as the "Montana scandalmongers," senators Thomas J. Walsh 

and Burton K. Wheeler, both progressive Democrats, exposed political 

corruption at the highest levels of government. Walsh directed the Teapot Dome 

investigation, which involved the illegal leasing of naval oil reserves in Wyoming 

and California. Albert B. Fall, President Harding's Interior Secretary, was 

convicted and sent to prison. Wheeler directed the senate Investigation which 

forced the resignation of Attorney General Harry Daugherty. 1

Prosperity in Montana was to be short lived. In !929, Montana was once 

again hit by drought, but this time it would be of longer duration than 1919-1922. 

To complicate matters, the nation was plunged into the great depression. The 

drought made the harvest meager, and the depression lead to a decline in food 

prices. Beacuse Montana traditionally reacts slowly to national economic trends, 

the full impact of the depression was not really felt until 1931. The ACM,

• Montana's only real international corporation, was forced to cut back production

from 300,000 wet tons of ore per month to 30,000 per month. As the price for 

copper fell from 18 cents per pound to 5 cents, the market became flooded by 

cheaper African and South American copper.2
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Governor Eickson, whose popularity was directly attributable to the brief 

period of prosperity, was now to face the same delimma as Joseph M. Dixon.

The state, as well as the federal government, was reluctant to enter into the 

indebtedness that would have been required to offer the people some relief. Ine
1932, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected, and a new age was to occur 

in state and federal relations. The New Deal began early in 1933, and resulted 

in federal government spending in every state of the union. Montana ranked 

second per capita in New Deal investments.3

The Agricultural Adjustment Administration (A.A.A.) paid farmers to 

restrict crop acreages in the hope of reducing crop surpluses, and raise farm 

prices. Low interest loans were extended to farmers and ranchers to ward off 

foreclosure. The Civilian Conservation Corps (C.C.C.) fought forest fires, built 

roads, and was instrumental in constructing many areas, visited by tourists 

today, in Montana's National Parks. Probably the most beneficial program to 

Montana was the Works Progress Administrtation (W.P.A.). In Montana the 

W.P.A. employed over fourteen thousand people who were responsible for the 

construction of many of the state's highways, county roads, public buildings and 

schools.^

When Roosevelt was elected in 1932, he chose Montana senator Thomas 

J. Walsh as his Attorney General. Unfortunately, Walsh died before he could 

take office. It was Governor Erickson's responsibility to chose Walsh's 

successor. On March 13, 1933, Erickson resigned as governor, and the

• lieutenant governor, Frank H. Cooney, who took Erickson's place, appointed

Erickson as the new senator. An uproar was heard throughout the state. 

Erickson's popularity had waned because of the depression, and this "self

appointment" created a great deal of resentment among the voting public. The 

next year, Walsh's senate seat was up for election. In the Democratic primary
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Senator John Erickson was defeated by Butte attorney James E. Murray. On the 

Republican side, Wellington Rankin was defeated by Scott Levitt. In the 

general election, Levitt was soundly defeated by Murray, who went on to become 

one of the most powerful leaders in the senate. Despite repeated defeats at the 

polls, Rankin's reputation as a criminal lawyer continued to grow, and his 

services were solicited for a number of important cases.6

On January 30. 1935, Mrs. Evelyn Okeson was arrested for the murder of 

a man on the highway between Wolf Creek and Craig. On the night in question, 

Mrs. Okeson and her husband were driving down the highway when a wheel fell 

off their trailer. Mr. Okeson left to get help and Mrs. Okeson was left alone to 

watch the disabled trailer. After dark, the trailer was struck by a car. As Mrs. 

Okeson emerged from the trailer, two men could be seen running towards her. 

Fearing for her life, Mrs Okeson fired a shot from a rifle, hitting one of the men in 

the hip, who died later in route to Helena. During the course of the trial, 

witnesses for the defense, Ed McGivern, a nationally known revolver expert, and 

Lt. Colonel Charles Sheridan, Great Falls Chief of Police, testified that the rifle's 

sights were off and that the bullet had ricocheted off the highway. Further 

testimony revealed that the dead man had boasted that when involved in an 

accident, he charged at the others involved in the accident to frighten them so 

they would not cause him any trouble. Mrs. Okeson was acquitted of all 

charges. The following year Rankin would again be the attorney for an 

important murder case.6

Joe Robinson, while in the room of Ethel Thomas, was shot in the jaw, 

and died on January 6,1936. Ethel was charged with the murder of Robinson, 

and was brought to trial in March of 1937. Rankin and Acher as the defense 

attorneys once again requested the services of the revolver expert Ed McGivern. 

Because Ethel Thomas could not afford his services, Rankin paid the $200 for
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expenses, and McGivern testified. Ethel Thomas was acquitted on April 10, 

1937. In addition to these widely publicized cases, Rankin had been on retainer 

to some important labor organizations for a number of years. In 1939 one of 

these organizations, the Montana Federation of Labor, utilized his services in 

Keeney vs. Ayers/

A professor Keeney had been discharged from the University of Montana 

for organizing the instructors at the university into an affiliate of the American 

Federation of Labor. Rankin contended that the university could not discharge a 

professor without a hearing and showing cause. As a result of the hearing, 

Keeney was reinstated and received his full salary for the time he had been 

excluded from his position. The court also established tenure for university 

instructors. In this same year, Wellington, who was never far from the political 

scene, became Jeannette's campaign manager for the second time.8

Jeannette Rankin, who had taken up residence in Georgia but retained 

her voting residence in Montana, once more contemplated a congressional seat. 

Much debate has centered around Jeannette and her return to Montana for 

election purposes. In Montana, Jeannette, as the unmarried daughter, would be 

expected to live with her mother. Olive Rankin was an active woman, described 

by her daughters as the "matriarch," who exerted total control over her environ 

and the Rankin clan. Olive resided at the Avalanche Ranch which was owned 

by Wellington. Although Jeannette admitted she was able to save money on 

living expenses while at the ranch, she considered it too affluent for her taste. 

Jeannette bought her farm in Georgia in 1923. Jeannette had always found the 

south congenial, and it would be a warmer climate for her mother to visit during 

the cold Montana winters.^

When Jeannette arrrived in Montana in 1939, the first person she 

approached was Wellington. She would later state, "Of course I wouldn't have
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run if Wellington hadn't approved, because he would have to pay for it."1^ 

Wellington agreed that she had a good chance to win, and offered his 

assistance to her campaign. Jeannette filed for the Republican nomination for 

Congress in June 1940. Letters of support were sent from some of the most 

powerful people in the nation: Mayor LaGuardia of New York City; Ruth Hanna 

Simms, former representative in Congress; Senator Robert La Follette, Jr. of 

Wisconsin; and William Green, the President of the American Federation of 

Labor. Interestingly enough, John L. Lewis, President of the United Mine 

Workers of America, felt that". .. under the existing circumstances it would not 

be advantageous or desirable for me to intervene." Jeannette had always been 

a friend of labor. However, Lewis was not sure whether his endoresment could 

be helpful to her campaign or that her pacifism would appeal to labor.11

Jeannette won her primary against three male opponets. In the primary, 

she opposed Democratic incumbent James O'Connor. O'Connor, who had a 

liberal record, was also opposed to the U.S. entry into the war. By 1940, the 

ACM no longer had the political clout of years past. However, the ACM, along 

with other corporations, still yielded considerable power. In the senatorial 

election of 1940, the ACM found itself in a position of impotence. According to 

Jeannette, "They couldn't work for Jerry, or I'd get elected. They couldn't work 

for me, or Jerry would be elected. So they kept their hands off, and we really had 

an expression of public opinion because the company couldn't get involved." 

Jeannette won in November, and arrived in Washington in January 1941.12

On December 7, 1941, Jeannette boarded a train for Detroit because of a 

speaking engagement. In route, she heard that President Roosevelt would 

address a joint session of Congress to ask for a declaration of war. Jeannette 

disembarked from the train in Pittsburgh, and returned to Washington. The 

Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor, and as Jeannette entered the nation's
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capital, she could see the beginnings of military mobilization. Wellington 

phoned Jeannette to plead with her to vote "yes." During her campaign, 

Jeannette had advocated self defense, and Wellington argued that a positive 

vote could be rationalized on that basis.13

On December 8, 1941, the debate on the floor of Congress would last 

only forty-five minutes. Repeatedly Jeannette asked for a chance to speak, and 

Speaker Sam Rayburn continually replied, "You're out of order." From the floor 

came the cries "Sit down sister!" As the roll call progressed around the room, 

Jeannette again broke protocol, just as she had done in 1917, by stating, "As a 

woman I can't go to war, and I refuse to send anyone else." Yells and boos rose 

from the floor of Congress and the gallery. This time Jeannette would be alone, 

with the vote 388 to 1. Capital police were needed to escort Jeannette back to 

her office. She immediately telephoned Wellington in Montana. Wellington was 

infuriated and remarked, "Montana is 110 percent against you." On the state 

level, Jeannette fared no better. A member of the Montana Republican National 

Committee urged Jeannette to change her vote to "redeem Montana's honor." 

Jeannette had addressed 4,000 Christmas cards, with "Peace on Earth" 

embossed on the front, to send to her constituents. Realizing that this ironic 

statement would create a sense of resentment, Wellington ordered Jeannette to 

destroy the cards. Despite Montana's disappointment concerning Jeannette's 

vote, Wellington's law practice continued to flourish as he once again took on 

the ACM.14

• In 1941, he prosecuted on of his most famous cases, in Butte Miners

Union No. 1 vs. Anaconda Copper Mining Company. In the "Collar To Collar" 

case, the ACM only paid miners for time spent working at the face of the drift, 

and not for time spent traveling to and from the face. Rankin contended, and the 

court agreed, that under the Constitution of Montana, the miner's eight-hour day
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Fig. 8, Wellington D. Rankin and Arthur P. Acher at the Blaine County 
Courthouse, Chinook, Montana, 1935. (Photo courtesy of the Montana 
Historical Society, Helena Montana.)
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commenced when he reported to work, and ended when he left the mine. In 

1942, he again represented the Butte Miners Union No. 1 in House vs.

Anaconda Copper Mining Company. In this suit, Rankin successfully defended 

a miner, declaring "That in case of injury, the rate of compensaton should be 

computed on a full six day work week basis, although workman was only working 

part time on the day of injury." This resulted in a twenty percent increase in 

compensation benefits to be paid by the company. Rankin, the proverbial 

candidate, once more attempted to attain his dream of a seat on the U.S. 

Senate.16

Wellington presented his petition, as a candidate of the G.O.P. for 

nomination to the U.S. Senate, to Secretary of State Sam W. Mitchell on May 9, 

1942. In his petition, he promised to support every measure to win the war, 

bring war industry to the state, and provide support for the dependent families of 

those in military service. He even went so far as to request that after his name 

on the ball lot there be printed the following, "Crush Axis Military Powers Forever. 

Protect Private Enterprise, Labor, Soldiers and Families." Rankin won the 

Republican primary, but lost the general election to an increasingly popular 

James Murray by only 1,212 votes. It can be safetly assumed that Jeannette's 

vote on the declaration for war had a direct influence on the outcome of this 

election. Wellington had been her campaign manager, and the sting of her vote 

was still felt throughout the state16

In 1941, Sam C. Ford was elected governor. Ford had been a stalwart of 

the progressive wing of the Republican Party, but by the time he was elected 

governor he had drifted to the right. In the early 40's the Republicans had a firm 

hold on the state with a Republican governor, and majorities in both houses of 

the state legislature. Ford furthered his political base through the support of 

Senator Burton K. Wheeler and the conservative Democrats. Another staunch
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supporter of Governor Ford was Wellington Rankin. By 1940, Rankin had 

become the Montana Republican National Committeeman, and yielded much 

political power. Angry members of both political parties complained of the 

"Wheeler-Ford-Rankin triumvirate" who supposedly controlled the state 

government. Ford would remain governor until 1949, and Rankin remained a 

force in the Republican National Committee until the 60's.”17

Throughout the depression and war years, Rankin's law practice 

continued to prosper. Although he was disappointed by Jeannette's vote against 

the declaration for war, their relationship remained very close. Wellington 

continued to provide moral and financial support for her throughout the 

remainder of his life. His senatorial ambitions were as yet unfulfilled despite 

repeated attempts. When Senator Thomas J. Walsh died in 1933, Rankin was 

chosen as one of the pallbearers. As they were leaving the church with the 

casket, Lester Loble, a prominent Democrat, was quoted as saying to Rankin, 

"Hang on tight, Wellington, this is as close as you will get to the U.S. Senate."”'8

t
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Fig. 9, Wellington Rankin as a pallbearer at the funeral of Senator Thomas J. 
Walsh, March 9, 1933. (Photo courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, 
Helena, Montana.)
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CHAPTER 5

THE END OF A DREAM AND THE BUILDING OF AN EMPIRE

Germany was defeated in Europe in May of 1945, and the allies turned all 

of their attention towards the Japanese in the Pacific. On August 6, 1945, the 

first atomic bomb was detonated over Hiroshima. This bomb, designed to save 

hundreds of thousands of American and Japanese lives, devastated four square 

miles of the city, and instantly killed 60,000 inhabitants. Three days later 

another bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. The Japanese surrendered 

unconditionally on August 14, 1945. The United States entered the second half 

of the twentieth century as the strongest military power on earth.''

In Montana, abundant rainfall plus high food prices produced by the war 

brought increased prosperity. During the depression years, Montana agricultural 

became ever more reliant on the federal government. In 1941, with federal 

assistance, 1,500,000 acres of the state were reseeded with nutritious wheat- 

grass. Dams and water reservoirs were built throughout the state, and after the 

war the Yellowtail and Canyon Ferry dams were built by the Bureau of 

Reclamation.^

During the 20's, the Anaconda Company had purchased the greatest 

copper producing mines in the world in Chile and Mexico. In Chile, the open pit 

mine at Chuquicamata, had cost the company seventy-seven million dollars.

This purchase represented the largest cash transfer in the history of Wall Street. 

Speculation circulated through the state for years that the company would shut 

down its Butte operation. The mine at Butte had become increasingly expensive
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to operate, and the mines in Latin America were proving to be much more 

profitable .3

In 1947, Cornelius "Con" Kelley announced his "Greater Butte Project." 

This project was designed to extract low grade ore by the use of underground 

blasting. Within a few years this method proved to be too costly, and open pit 

mining began. In the past, an open pit mine had seemed unfeasible because it 

would mean blasting away large parts of the city. The advantage to this method 

was that much less manpower would be needed since it would be mostly 

automated. As the pit widened it began to consume parts of the city, and 

automation resulted in the loss of jobs. The ACM began to gradually lose its 

hold on the state, and in 1959 it even sold its newspapers. The political and 

economic power once centered in Butte began to change.4

Further problems erupted in the mining industry. In April of 1946, seven 

thousand miners throughout the state went on strike. In Butte, violence 

exploded on the seen as angry miners vented their vengence on nonunion scab 

workers. The C.I.O., concerned that communists had taken control of the Mine, 

Mill and Smelter Workers Union, expelled the union from its organization in 

1950. Montana miners, unwilling to part with their union, refused to join the 

United Steel Workers of America. In 1967, the powerful Mine, Mill and Smelter 

Workers Union was finally absorbed into the Steelworkers. The Steelworkers 

almost immediately went out on strike which lasted for eight and one-half 

months. By the time the strike had ended, Montana miners had lost almost 

thirty-four million dollars in wages. The gradual demise of the ACM, and the loss 

in mining employment, have had a lasting effect on the economy of the state. 

Montana, once reliant on the mining industry, has been forced to diversify. In 

the long run, this has resulted in a more stable economy, and a political climate 

no longer dominated by the special interests of the ACM.5
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Fig. 10, Wellington Rankin with President Dwight D. Eisenhower during 1951 
presidential campaign. (Photo courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, 
Helena, Montana.)
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Politically, Montana had become increasingly conservative after the war.

In 1948, Rankin made another attempt at a senatorial seat. Rankin, who had 

never established a political machine of his own, was criticized by a Missoula 

attorney, Emmet Glore, for trying to benefit from Governor Ford and Democratic 

Senator Burton K. Wheeler's machine. During the Republican primary, Glore 

also spoke about a Republican presidential hopeful, "If he must have Montana, 

my advice to Senator Taft is to buy it from B.K. Wheeler, Sam Ford, Wellington 

Rankin and J. Burke Clements and from the monopoly in Montana politics. That 

approach is most direct, least expensive and best understood." Rankin lost the 

Republican primary to Thomas J. Davis, of Butte, by 6,014 votes. Davis went on 

to lose in the general election to incumbent Democrat James E. Murray. Rankin 

began to realize that his dream of a senatorial seat would never be realized. His 

first attempt at elective office had been for the House of Representatives, and so 

would his last.6

In 1952, Rankin was once again named to the Republican National 

Committee, and made his last run at elective office. Filing for the Republican 

nomination for First Dictrict congressman, Rankin defeated W. E. Page and E.

H. Myrick, both of Missoula, in the primary. In the general election, Rankin faced 

liberal Democrat Lee Metcalf. This seat had been held for ten years by Mike 

Mansfield, who had previously been a history professor at the University of 

Montana. Mansfield, a liberal Democrat, had opted to challenge incumbent 

conservative Republican Senator Zales Ecton7

• By 1952, McCarthyism had swept the nation, and Montana was no

exception. Innuendo and half truths became an integral part of the 1952 

campaign. Mansfield was accused by his opponent of being soft on 

communism. In the congressional race the verbal attacks were no less vicious. 

Metcalf accused Rankin of representing a group of "land grabbers," and stated
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Fig. 11, Wellington Rankin campaign material for congress, 1952. (Photo 
courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, Helena, Montana.)
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that Rankin's whole political career "has been an appeal to this privileged class 

of large landowners ... a class to which he belongs." Rankin accused his 

Democratic opponent of sponsoring a "thought control bill" that "smacks of 

Hitlerism." Rankin was referring to House Bill 338, which had been sponsored 

by Metcalf in 1937 while he was a member of the State Legislature. This bill 

would have made it compulsory for every student to have instruction in co

operative production and marketing of consumer goods in order to be eligible for 

entrance into high school. Metcalf accused Rankin of running a smear 

campaign. Rankin countered by stating, "How can he be smeared by analysis of 

his own bill?"®

Since 1945, Montana voters had become relatively predictable, sending 

liberals to Washington and electing conservatives to serve at the state level.

The year 1952 would prove to be no exception. Though it was a hotly contested 

race, and the winning margins were very narrow, both Mansfield and Metcalf 

were elected to their respective offices. Despite his final defeat, Rankin 

continued to be a force in the Republican Party. In 1955 and 1957 Rankin was 

chosen as the chairman of the Western G.O.P. Conference. As the chairman of 

this conference, Rankin was invited to be the keynote speaker of the Republican 

National Committee meeting that was held at the Eisenhower Ranch. 

Campaigning for political office over and over presented a tremendous financial 

burden, and Rankin's legal practice was instrumental in subsidizing his 

obsession for political power.9

• In 1947 Rankin filed suit against Cascade County on the behalf of three

unions. Cascade County contended that the County Commissioners could not 

allow a raise to the unions above ten percent because the County Budget Law 

would not allow an increase of over ten percent in the overall county 

expenditures for public roads. The District Court found in favor of Rankin and
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the local unions, stating that the county's overall budget for public roads had not 

bearing on wages paid to the union members. The next year he appeared 

before the Supreme Court. 1 0

In Clarke vs. Ireland, Rankin contested a 1945 amendment to the 

Teacher's Retirement Law. Rankin, as the attorney for the teacher in question 

and the Montana State Federation of Labor, believed it was unconstitutional for 

the teacher to be deprived of the interest for contributions to the annuity payable 

upon her retirement. The court sided in favor of the plaintiff. The 50's would 

prove to be the busiest decade of Rankin's industrious life11

Rankin and Louise Replogle became first acquainted in 1946 while she 

was president of the Montana Young Republicans. Over the next few years 

these two attorneys would have the opportunity to face each other in court. At 

their first meeting, Rankin, as the attorney for the defense, would be victorious. 

However, at their next meeting, Replogle, as the County Attorney for Fergus 

County, would return the favor. Just prior to joining the firm of Rankin and 

Acher, Replogle, while prosecuting a man on a charge of rape, used Rankin and 

James E. McKinnon as her aides as special prosecutors. A sense of mutual 

admiration began to develop between these two highly competent lawyers, and 

in 1950 Replogle joined the firm of Rankin and Acher. Six years later Rankin 

and Louise Replogle were married. The couple maintained an apartment at the 

Placer Hotel, which at one time had been owned by Rankin. Weekends were 

spent at the 71 Ranch near Martinsdale where Mrs. Rankin kept her prized 

Appaloosa horses. In the same year that Reploge joined the firm, Rankin again 

appeared before the Montana Supreme Court.12

In Abshire vs. School District No. 1, Silver Bow County, Rankin 

represented the Butte Teachers' Union and the Montana State Federation of 

Labor. Eleven teachers in the Silver Bow School District had beeen forced into
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compulsory retirement at the age of sixty-five. Rankin held that this was 

"Contrary to public policy, void and of no force and effect." The Supreme Court 

sided with the eleven school teachers who were allowed to continue teaching. 

Two years later he appeared before the Supreme Court again.13

In Eversole vs. LaCombe, Rankin was one of the attorneys for the 

Montana State Federation of Labor. In this union versus employer wage 

contract case, the court stated, "Holding a contract with a labor union fixing 

minimum wages could not be avoided by an employer who paid lesser wages 

and relied on an oral agreement." Besides being a politician and a lawyer, 

Rankin is probably best known as a land baron.14

As the Second World War was gradually coming to a close, Wellington 

Rankin bought the Ringling Ranch in 1944. Though Rankin has been the 

subject of much controversy throughout his life, the crux of the problem has 

centered around his ranching practices. The Ringling Ranch, or Birch Creek 

Ranch, was once owned by the Ringling Brothers Circus, and was used to winter 

their stock. For years this property had been neglected, and neighboring 

ranchers had seen fit to graze their stock on this property. When Rankin 

purchased the property, he let it be known that this practice would no longer be 

tolerated. The locals were infuriated, and the first of the criticisms began which 

would haunt him throughout the remainder of his life. In 1954, Rankin began 

purchasing Montana Ranch properties at a pace unequaled in the history of the 

state.1 $

On January 14 he bought the Smith Brothers Ranch, and later that year, 

the 71 Ranch and 1,200 acres near Lennep. The purchases continued: in 1957, 

the Savage Brothers Ranch; in 1958, the Miller Brothers Ranch, the largest in 

the state; in 1959, the Weingard Ranch; in 1960, the Kolstad Ranch and the 

Moss Agate, Catlin and State Purchase Ranches; in 1961, the Avalanche,
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Knowles, Noble, Broderick and Edwards Ranches; in 1962, the KRM and 

Monroe Ranches; and finally in 1964, the Ostler and Ballard Ranches. By the 

time Rankin had ended his purchases in 1964, he owned approximately one and 

a half million acres of Montana property, making him one of the largest 

landowners in the nation. In 1964, Rankin twice became front page news.16

On February 19, 1964, the Great Falls Tribune headlines read, "Rankin 

Sells Largest Horse Herd In State Without Counting Animals." Rankin sold the 

wild horses from the Savage Brothers Ranch, near Ingomar and Sumatra.

Rankin was quoted as stating, "I don't know the exact number. It is the largest 

herd in Montana and certainly one of the largest in the nation." On April 15, 

1964, Rankin sold the Miller Brothers Ranch. This ranch, which was originally 

settled in 1890, stretched from the Missouri River breaks to the Canadian 

border, and had 470 miles of outside fence. The entire transaction was handled 

by Clay McCartney of the Blaine County Abstract Company. Acher, on behalf of 

Rankin, supervised the signing of 85 documents, 26 seperate land sales, and 

dealt with three grazing distrticts made up of eighty-one individuals. McCartney, 

for his part, was named the "Montana realtor of the year," and was honored at 

the national real estate meeting in Los Angeles.17

Rankin's life seemed exceptionally busy, dividing his time between his law 

practice, politics, and the building of a ranching empire. Despite his busy 

schedule, Wellington always had time for his friends. He had a good sense of 

humor, as evidenced by his releasing of the greased pig at Jeannette's 

eighteenth birthday, and though he had but few vices, he did enjoy a good bet.

One day Rankin was visited in his office, at the Pittsburgh Block, by his 

long-time friend Frank Hervy Cook. Hervy had always astounded his friends by 

his ability to consume mass quantities of food. When Hervy announced to 

Rankin that he was going to California for the winter, Rankin bet him $200 that
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he would tip the scales at two hundred pounds. Hervy, convinced that this would 

never happen, took Rankin up on the bet. When Hervy returned from his 

vacation, and forgetting about the wager, again visited Rankin at his office. 

During the course of their conversation, Hervy mentioned that he had gained a 

considerable amount of weight while in California. When questioined about the 

amount, Hervy stated, "well over two hundred." At this time Rankin produced a 

piece of paper which contained the terms of their wager, and the signatures of 

both men. After a few choice words, Hervy stormed out of the office. Hervy was 

approached a number of times over the next few months concerning the bet, but 

his response was always the same as that day in the office.18

Convinced there was a way to get Hervy to pay, Rankin made a deal with 

Fred H. Heinecke, the owner of the First National Bank. Heinecke was to make 

a bet with Hervy that Joe Louis, the heavyweight boxing Champion of the World, 

would lose his next bout. The loser of this wager would have to buy dinner for 

the winner at the Montana Club. Hervy knew he could not lose. Louis had not 

lost a bout in years, so he accepted the bet. Sure enough, Louis won, so the 

next night Heinecke took Hervy to dinner. Hervy could not pass up a good thing, 

and gourged himself that night. After leaving the Montana Club, Hervy and 

Heinecke would have to pass by the First National Bank as they walked down 

Sixth Street. A scale was situated by the front door of the bank during business 

hours, but was ordinarily taken back inside at closing time. This evening the 

scale was purposely left outside, and as the two men approached the bank 

entrance, Rankin stepped out of the shadows and pointed to the scale. Hervy, 

realizing that he had been set-up, again exploded with a string of obscenities, 

and took off down the street. The next afternoon, thoroughly defeated, Hervy 

Cook entered Rankin's office, and threw the $200 on his desk. Except for a brief
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Fig. 12, Wellington Rankin photograph from July 26, 1966, resolution of tribute 
by the Supreme Court of Montana. (Photo courtesy of Louise Rankin-Galt)
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Martinsdale, and was told by the wife of the foreman that "she did not believe 

any ex-convicts were employed by the ranch." Sullivan mentioned in his article 

of July 8, 1966, that he had contacted Fred White, assistant director, Montana 

Board of Pardonss, Deer Lodge, and that White had told him that no convicts 

had been paroled to Rankin, at least in the last six years. Letters from convicts 

at Deer Lodge reveal, in fact, that Gordon Rodgers, a parolee from Deer Lodge, 

was returned to prison in 1961 for stealing beef while in the employ of Rankin. 

Gordon Reeves, another parolee from Deer Lodge, was also employed at this 

time. Numerous other letters reveal that Rankin employed convicts from as far 

away as Michigan. It stands to reason that no man can be criticized for giving 

someone another chance. Contracts between Rankin and his employees show 

Rankin's willingness to increase his employee's pay scale retroactively for good 

behavior and soberness. As for his employees carrying "six guns," this is a 

direct parole violation, and does not seem in keeping with the terms of his 

contractural agreements with his employees.23

The one criticism of Rankin that seems to carry some weight involves the 

condition of his ranches, and animal husbandry. In a letter dated June 12, 1963, 

one Bella Dregson wrote Rankin about a number of his cows that had died on 

her property. The greatest source of evidence concerns a letter from Hall and 

Hall, Incorporated. This firm was hired in 1968 by Rankin's widow to ascertain 

the value of Rankin's estate. Hall and Hall would state in its observations,

"Every property he acquired, from the date of acquisition, immediately started to 

deteriorate." In Section B, the report would continue, "His annual death loss was 

high in all categories of cattle." The basic precept of the entire report was that 

the ranches, prior to Rankin's ownership, were some of the finest ranches in the 

state, and it was regrettable the he ". . .did not avail himself of the technological 

advances of agriculture and animal husbandry."^4
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Sullivan, in his "Rankin Did Not Amass Holdings by Letting Cattle Starve" 

article, defended Rankin by stating that he had spent much money on hay. 

Sullivan again comes to Rankin's defense, in the July 8, 1966 article, by stating 

that Archie McInnis had told him that the largest stack of hay he had ever seen 

was on the "Miller spread" when Rankin owned it. Between 1960 and 1966, 

Rankin spent a total of $1,031,100. on hay. During this same period he was also 

forced to winter a large amount of his cattle in Wyoming at a cost of $368,967.

In the Hall and Hall transcripts, the firm indicates that all of the ranches had the 

capabilities necessary to provide adequate winter forage and feed requirements. 

However, these capibilities were lost by "neglect and deterioration."25

During an interview with Louise Rankin-Galt, I approached her about the 

problems expressed over Rankin's ranching practices. She professed that 

absentee management of such a large area was extremely difficult. This 

problem was compounded by the relatively transitory practices of the majority of 

ranch hands. Few men were willing to work long hours, deal with long periods of 

isolation, and suffer exposure to the difficult Montana winters. Sullivan makes 

the point that Rankin operated his ranches in the manner similar to the cattle 

boom years in the 1880's, and that he "wasn't operating a small spread of 5 or 

6,000 acres." It appears that Rankin viewed his ranch property as little more 

than investments. He once remarked to his wife Louise that "What I buy today 

for ten dollars an acre, I can sell for twenty dollars an acre tomorrow." This 

proved to be the case in the sale of the Miller Brothers Ranch.26

Rankin has been treated by most historians as a devout anti-compay 

man. It appears, however, that he would use whatever tact was politically 

expedient at the time. He supported many of the ACM individuals in their 

dealings with the state during his tenure as Attorney General, yet campaigned 

bitterly against the company in 1928. It is interesting to note that he received
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a letter from Roy Glover in 1955, thanking him for his friendship. Glover was the 

Chairman of the Board of the ACM. It turns out that Rankin taught two young 

men the art of boxing at his office in the Pittsburgh Block. One would be Glover, 

and the other became a famous actor by the name of Gary Cooper .27

From Republican to Progressive, to the Bull Moose Party, and back to the 

G.O.P., his support seemed to flow with the winds of political change. Rankin, 

for the most part, seemed to take the route that offered the most political 

advantage to an aspiring politician. He is not unique in this respect; many 

politicians change their political leanings as they get older. Rankin once 

remarked to his wife, "You become more of a conservative as you get older and 

have more to lose."28

Rankin has been described in many ways: arrogant, ruthless, brilliant, 

charming, and extremely competent, to name a few. A man of his ability, with a 

law degree from Harvard, could have had a much more lucrative law practice in 

a large metropolitan area. Perhaps his close family ties endeared him to the 

state of Montana. Wellington Duncan Rankin was an instrumental figure in the 

history of the state for over a half a century. He has often been overshadowed 

by his older sister, former congresswoman Jeannette Rankin. Though 

Jeannette was the first woman elected to congress, and the only person to vote 

against both world wars, it can be reasonably argued that Wellington's 

achievements were equally as significant as Jeannette's
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