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CHAPTER 1

"And, finally, no other President in our time did 
so much to bring hope in the world -- hope for a 
life of decency, hope for a world of peace, hope 
for the American destiny."

Theodore C. Sorenson 
Foreword, A Tribute 
to John F. Kennedy

THE MAN AND HIS ERA

I. INTRODUCTION

In 1910 a colorful Irishman ran for the mayor of Boston with the 

slogan, "The people, not the bosses, must rule. Bigger, Better, Busier 

Boston!"^ Fifty years later that man's grandson would be elected the 

first Catholic President of the United States. Although he had fought 

to discard some of his grandfather's more questionable campaign tactics, 

this candidate too spoke of a better world for all of the people. This 

man called the people to their responsibility to serve their country.

This man reminded the world that it was time to take action to insure 

world peace. The man was John F. Kennedy.

Kennedy lived in a time of great political change as his nation 

moved from isolationism to New Dealism and through the Second World War. 

Shortly after that war Kennedy was first elected to Congress from Boston's
I

Eleventh District. His first term and each subsequent one was marked by 

Kennedy's eagerness to speak for the common people of Boston.

!Richard J. Whalen, The Founding Father: The Story of Joseph 
P. Kennedy (New York: The New American Library of World Literature, 
Inc., 1964), p. 1.
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During his first term as a Senator, Kennedy organized a coalition

of northeastern states that would pass legislation for the benefit of all 
2

the people of New England. As a junior member of the Senate Foreign Re

lations Committee, Kennedy turned some of his interest toward international 

problems. The Senator toured Europe, Africa, Asia and the Orient in order 

to gain a first hand evaluation of American foreign policy. If Kennedy 

disagreed with the policy he was never afraid to speak out. Once during 

his years in the Senate he even made a speech aimed at re-directing France's 

foreign policy.^

As a Presidential candidate John F. Kennedy often used the theme

that he was not satisfied with the progress that America was making . . .

that America and Americans must move forward.As President, Kennedy

first addressed the American people stressing their responsibilities:

". . . ask not what your country can do for you -- ask what you can do for

your country. My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will 
5

do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man."

^Janies MacGregor Burns, John Kennedy (New York: The Hearst Corpor
ation, 1960), pp. 125-27.

-^Victor Lasky, J.F.K.: The Man and The Myth (New York: The Macmil
lan Company, 1963), pp. 283-86.

^"The kind of country we have here, the kind of society we have, 
the kind of strength we build in the United States will be the defense of 
freedom. If we do well here, if we meet our obligations, if we're moving 
ahead, then I think freedom will be secure around the world. ... I 
should make it very clear that I do not think we are doing enough, that I 
am not satisfied as an American with the progress that we're making."
Sidney Kraus (ed.), The Great Debates (Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 1962), pp. 348-49.

c
Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: John F. 

Kennedy 1961. A compilation prepared by the General Services Administra
tion. Washington D.C.: U. S. Printing Office, 1962, p. 3.
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It would be foolish to believe that the world or even the majority 

of the American people embraced Kennedy's political stance. In fact, he 

won the Presidency in an extremely close, contested election.^ Yet, few 

could escape the power of his oratory. Few were left unmoved as he spoke 

because of the feeling he seemed to evoke despite his strained Boston ac

cent and his too chopping gestures. Perhaps Kennedy captured his audiences 

because his message was always filled with hope for a better world. Four 

days after his assassination one man described the world's loss in this

way:

... We weep for the millions of people who are weeping 
for him. . . . people in every corner of the globe who 
saw in him a hope for the future and a chance for mankind.

If Kennedy was a spokesman that brought hope to the world was it because 

he constructed his public addresses upon lifelong political convictions?

Did each of Kennedy's addresses follow one particular style or did his 

choice of rhetorical devices shift and change as he grew in political 

stature? Many writers have suggested that change and continuity in the 

ideas of John F. Kennedy would make an interesting study. This study 

deals with the changes and continuity that exist in Kennedy's speeches.

It concentrates on the proem and peroration of these addresses. The be-

6"The popular vote was the biggest in our history: 68,800,000. 
Kennedy had received 34,200,000 votes -- 49.7 percent. Nixon had re
ceived 34,100,000 votes — 49.6 percent. The rest had gone to the can
didates of minor parties. Kennedy's winning margin had been little more 
than 100,000 votes. . . . Except for his booming triumphs in New York 
and Massachusetts, Kennedy was not really far in front in any big state.
. . . Some of the states remained on the undecided list for days after 
the election while their votes were checked and rechecked." Lloyd Rob
inson, The Hopefuls (New York: Doubleday & Company, 1966), p. 161-2.

?Art Buchwald, "We weep . . .," New York Herald Tribune, November 
26, 1963, cited by Pierre Salinger and Sander Vanocur, (ed.), A Tribute 
to John F. Kennedy (Chicago, Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., 1964), p. 32.



-4-

ginning and the conclusion of an address are the units of the speech on 

which the orator concentrates his most important ideas. Kennedy's impor

tant ideas came to be the hopes of the people in his era. This study will 

attempt to find why his methods of expression were so effective.

II. KENNEDY'S PERSONAL HISTORY

It is a widespread contention of friend and foe alike that John 

Kennedy, a man that history will most certainly record as one of the 

strongest political figures ever to live in the United States, never real

ly wanted to be a politician at all. To understand this contention, it is 

necessary to understand John Kennedy's family background.

Born the second son of Joseph P. and Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy on 

May 29, 1917, John Kennedy was thrown immediately into the shadow of his 

older brother Joseph, Jr. Joe would prove to be throughout their child

hood stronger, more easy-going and more athletic than quiet, sickly, often
o

withdrawn John.

It was not until his senior year at Harvard that John Kennedy made 

any real mark of his own on the competitive family log: it was then that 

he wrote a senior honor thesis titled, "Why England Slept." The thesis 

was rewritten and published and became a widely acclaimed work, especially 

for a man of only twenty-three. John Kennedy dreamt in those days of be

coming a newspaper reporter -- after the war.

The tragedies that John Kennedy would suffer during the Second 

World War would mold his political career. At last he would procede his

^Burns, op. cit., pp. 39-44.
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older brother in gaining the limelight. On August 2, 1943, the PT-109 

under Kennedy's command was cut in two by a Japanese destroyer, Amagiri. 

Kennedy and his crew spent fifteen hours in the waters of the Blackett 

Strait. They spend four more days and nights on a tiny island in enemy 

held territory before a message, scratched on a coconut shell by the 

Skipper, brought a rescue party. This incident would be the subject of 

pamphlets, magazine articles, campaign posters and billboards, even a 

movie, as John Kennedy would fight and win ever-increasingly important 

political offices. Yet, if it had not been for the next tragedy in the 

Kennedy family history, John Kennedy might never have run for a single 

political seat.

Joe Kennedy, Jr. died a war hero in a plane explosion in July of

1944 over the English Channel.^ Joseph P. Kennedy, Sr. was years later

to describe the effect of young Joe's death on John's life:

I got Jack into politics, I was the one. I told him Joe 
was dead and that it was therefore his responsibility to 
run for Congress. He didn't want to. He felt he didn't 
have the ability and he still feels that way. But I told 
him he had to J'

Thus, with the prodding of his father and with the backing of the rest of 

the family, John Kennedy came to Boston to enter his first political race. 

During his first campaign he was tense and often strained his voice; but, 

from the beginning, when a crowd gathered for a Kennedy speech hardly a 

listener was left untouched by this young man's intensity. If John Kennedy

9Whalen, op.cit., p. 368.

Wurns, op, cit., pp. 65-66. 

^Whalen, op. cit., p. 3921
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was unsure of his motives in entering politics, his insecurity never reach

ed his speeches.

Many stories were told of the boyish looking Congressman from Boston 

who was supposedly mistaken for an elevator attendant and a page. Kennedy's 

identity was difficult to pin down for many of the House members and the 

Washington press as well. He wasn't a die-hard conservative following pre

dictably in his father's footsteps. Nor was the Congressman from Boston 

a liberal although he followed certain liberal lines. Kennedy was, in fact, 

a rare oddity in the House chamber: he was a representative of his constitu

ents. Kennedy voted for a bill if he believed it could in some way benefit 

New England. He sponsored a bill if he believed it was important to the 

welfare of Boston's Eleventh District.

This loyalty to his constitutents helped Kennedy win three terms as 

a Congressman from Boston and two terms as a United States Senator from 

Massachusetts. Throughout these years John Kennedy was fast becoming a 

familiar name throughout America. On September 12, 1953, Senator John F. 

Kennedy married Jacquelin Lee Bouvier. Over twelve hundred people attended 

the reception; three thousand lined the streets of Newport to catch a glimpse 

of the couple; major magazines and news services covered the event J2 John 

F. Kennedy had become a national personality.

The back injury that Kennedy had sustained during the PT-1O9 inci

dent had placed the Senator on crutches several times. In the Fall of 1954

John Kennedy underwent two seperate delicate operations on his spinal col- 
13umn.1 During his long ordeal and convalescence, Kennedy was at the point *

12Evelyn Lincoln, My Twelve Years with John F. Kennedy (New York:
David McKay Company, Inc., 1965), pp. 39-41.

13Ibid., pp. 55-56.
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of death several times. Part of the time he spent in a hospital bed was 

devoted to the writing of the Noble Prize winning book Profiles in Cour

age.^ The book, dedicated to courageous acts of political figures of 

the past, underlined Kennedy's own courage during those long months away 

from his work and his family.

While he was absent from the Senate, Kennedy missed the crucial 

vote on the censorship of Senator Joseph McCarthy. Kennedy sympathi

zers claimed that the Senator had every right to be excused from voting 

at a critical time in his own personal life. Critics would remember 

this blank spot on Kennedy's record, coupled with brother Robert's mem

bership on McCarthy's committee and the senior Kennedy's longstanding 

friendship with McCarthy. They would claim to have a strong case proving 

Senator Kennedy was soft on Communism. This charge was never to be resolv

ed. It would follow Kennedy through his White House years.

The Democratic National Convention in 1956 was the proving ground 

for the growing political strength of Senator Kennedy. When Stevenson 

threw the Vice-Presidential selection onto the delegate floor, Kennedy 

amassed nearly enough votes to beat Kefauver. The tense battle captured 

the attention of America and again the name Kennedy was stamped into the 

people's memories. Luckily because Kennedy lost the nomination his name 

was not attached to the staggering Democratic defeat of 1956.

^John F. Kennedy, Profiles in Courage (New York: Harper Brothers,
1955).

16Burns, op. cit., p. 163.

^"Stevenson was buried under an avalanche of Republican votes. 
Eisenhower drew the biggest popular-vote total in history: 35,500,000 
votes to Stevenson's 26,000,000. His winning margin of 9,500,000 votes 
was second only to Roosevelt's 1936 landslide record of 11,000,000." Robin
son, op,cit., p. 140.
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The next four years of Kennedy's life were marked by a whirlwind 

speaking schedule J'7 If Kennedy had learned anything about running in hard 

races it was that it was always to the candidate's advantage to begin early. 

This early campaigning resulted in some of Kennedy's finest public address

es. The Kennedy staff had by this time enlarged to an impressive assortment 

of politicians, educators and intellectuals. All of them had an influence

on the Senator's thought and speech; but, his way of doing things remained 
1 ftuniquely his own.1 Eager supporters from every side chided Kennedy for 

failing to fall neatly into any political definition. Some called him un

committed; others charged that he rode the fence jumping off to either side 

only when such a move was politically expedient.

The Senator remained undaunted by their charges and continued to 

support legislation in the Senate according to what he believed to be its 

merit. Organizations from both the left and the right, from civil rights 

groups to Southern Governors, continued to fall into his ranks. As he won 

in state after state primary it became evident that this fledgling from 

Massachusetts really thought he was ready to run for the Presidency -- and 

so did most Democrats.^

Kennedy was nominated on the first ballot. His most bitter oppo

nent, Lyndon Johnson, agreed to accept the Vice-Presidency within twenty- 

four hours of the nomination. America was faced with the first Catholic 

candidate for President since A1 Smith.

Kennedy seemed undaunted by the religious issue -- in fact, he had 

faced it openly on so many occasions that he grew annoyed at questions

^Lincoln, op. cit., pp. 95-96.

18Ibid., p. 97.

19Lasky, QP. cit... PP- 354-355.
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about it toward the end of the campaign.

This was the beginning of the second phase of his public address. 

These speeches always came from an aggressor who accused the present admin

istration of inactivity, of dangerous tendencies to fall behind in defense 

and of being generally unresponsive to the needs of the people.

Critics said that he was too young, too inexperienced, too politi

cally undefined to be the leader of a nation; but, in November of 1960, he 

was elected the thirty-sixth President of the United States.

President Kennedy's Inaugural marks the beginning of the final peri 

od of his speechmaking. This time was a time of crisis and uncertainty in 

the world. Kennedy's Inaugural Address was a promise of a better future -- 

with the cooperation and dedication of the people.

Even in death the world could not escape this man's rhetoric. Ken

nedy would be eulogized by writers and poets alike often in quotations of 

his own creation. Theodore Sorensen wrote of Kennedy:

For John Fitzgerald Kennedy was not an ordinary man, in 
either life or death. ... He was the first ... to 
care so deeply about the quality of American life and 
its meaning in the world. . . . That special Kennedy 
quality that some called by the superficial name of 
"style" was in reality his insistence on excellence -- 
excellence for his country and for himself. ... He was 
elequent but never pompous, tough but always gentle, an 
idealist but still a realist. ... He did not try to 
force solutions but to find them. . . . John Kennedy died 
as he would have wanted to die -- on his feet, in action 
being applauded by his friends and assaulted by his foes as 
he carried the word of reason to those who would hear and 
heed him.21

20Burns, op. cit., pp. 227-27.

2lTheodore C. Sorensen, "A Tribute to John F. Kennedy," p. 2, 
cited by Pierre Salinger and Sander Vanocur (ed.) op.cit., p. 11.
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III. WORLD HISTORY

One author described the impact of world history on Kennedy before

American involvement in World War Two saying:

The Depression was something he had asked his father 
about in a letter from prep school, the New Deal had 
gone by almost unnoticed; the war in Europe was the 
subject of an academic exercise. . . . Indeed, the 
Kennedy's because of their wealth and mutual affection, 
were unusually protected against personal crisis.22

World War Two brought about terrible personal tragedy for the Kennedy's 

that would change young John's life forever.

In 1946 the United Nations held the first General Assembly meeting 

Kennedy would often praise the concept of the organization. As President
23

he would deliver one of his best speeches on world peace to its assembly.

In 1947 Congress enacted the Taft-Hartley Act which Kennedy would 

later work to revise.24 The President announced the Truman Doctrine which 

requested Congress give aid to war-torn nations, especially those threaten

ed by aggressors. Kennedy often joined the opposition ranks against Truman 

As President his own world affairs doctrine would emphasize peace.

In 1949 the North Atlantic Treaty Organization was formed. Kennedy 

would support this alliance.One of his chief campaign charges against

22whalen, op. cit., p. 367.

23"Let Us Call A Truce to Terror," delivered on September 25, 1961, 
cited by Lester Thonssen (ed.), Representative American Speeches: 1961- 
1962 (Vol. 34, No. 4 New York: The H. W. Wilson Company, 1962) pp. 41-54.

^Theodore C. Sorensen, Kennedy (New York: Harper & Row, Inc., 
1965), p. 51.

25lbid., pp. 559-561.
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the Republican administration was that it had fallen behind in defense.

At this point in American history, Kennedy was already moving to 

the forefront of American politics. He had begun his drive to shape his

tory rather than be shaped by it.

IV. ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE STUDY

Chapter II. The second chapter is concerned with defining good 

public address with particular reference to the proem and peroration.

Chapter III. The third chapter focuses on Kennedy's use of the 

proem and peroration in light of accepted and recommended style.

Chapter IV. Chapter four analyzes the changes and/or consisten

cies apparent in the selected speeches. It summarizes the public address 

style of JFK with reference to accepted rhetorical criteria. In addition 

the chapter will recommend areas for further investigation.



CHAPTER II

"The entire democratic system which depends on
its success upon majority rule, and therefore
for majority understanding, depends in a very
real sense on information and communication --
for our judgment is no better than our information.

President John F. Kennedy 
Public Papers of the President

PROEM AND PERORATION

I. DEFINITION OF PROEM AND PERORATION

Proem. Funk & Wagnall's New Standard Dictionary defines proem as

"An introductory statement; preamble; preface; prelude."1 Webster's New

International Dictionary gives the two root meanings of the word proem:
2

pro which means before and oime which is a song or poem.

Peroration. The New Standard Dictionary defines the peroration

as:

The conclusion of an oration; especially the conclud
ing part in which the speaker makes practical applica
tion of the subject to the audience. It may be explan
atory, confirmatory, excitatory or persuasive. It may 
take the general form of recapalation.

Webster's New International Dictionary gives the Latin root of peroration: 

peroratum, which means to speak from beginning to end. It further defines 

peroration as:

1 The New Standard Dictionary of the English Language: Second 
Edition (New York: Funk & Wagnell Company, I960) p. 1978.

^The New International Dictionary: Second Edition (Springfield: 
G.& C. Merriam Company, 1958) p. 1975.

o
The New Standard Dictionary of the English Language: Second 

Edition (New York: Funk & Wagnall Company, 1960) p. 1841.
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The concluding part of a discourse especially of an 
oration; specifically a final summing up and enforce
ment of an agreement; also any formal conclusion to 
a speech.4

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PROEM.

Cicero once listed the purposes of good public address:

The supports of my whole eloquence, and that power 
of speaking which Crassus just now extolled to the 
skies, are, as I observed before, three processes; 
the first that of concilliating my hearer; the se
cond that of instructing them and the third, that of 
moving them.5

Cicero said of the introduction of a speech that it should: "...

render the hearers well-disposed toward the speaker, attentive to the

speech, and open to conviction."® Hugh Blair writes:

I begin, of course, with the exordium or introduction.
. . . It is not a rhetorical invention. It is founded 
upon nature, and suggested by common sense. When one 
is going to counsel another, when he takes upon him
self to instruct, or to reprove, prudence will general
ly direct him not to do it abruptly but to use some 
preparations; to being with something that may incline 
the persons to whom he addresses himself to judge fa
vourably of what he is about to say and may dispose them 
to such a train of thought as will forward and assist 
the purpose he has in view.?

Demosthenes said that there were two types of introductions:

Principium is, where the orator plainly and directly 
professes his aim in speaking. Insinuatio is, where

^The New International Dictionary: Second Edition (Springfield:
G. & C. Merriam Company, 1958), p. 1825.

®Lester Thonssen (ed.), Selected Readings in Rhetoric and Public 
Speaking (New York: The H. W. Wilson Company, 1942), p. 72.

®E. F. El son and Alberta Peck and others, The Art of Speaking 
(Boston: Ginn and Company, 1970), p. 194.

?James L. Golden and Edward P. J. Corbett, The Rhetoric of 
Blair, Campbell, and Whately (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 
1968), p. 107.

CARROLL COLLEGE LIBRARY
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presuming the disposition of the audience to be 
much against the orator, he must gradually reconcile 
them to hearing him, before he plainly discloses the 
point which he has in view.

Giles W. Grey wrote of the formation of the introduction:

The best introductions are developed out of the 
speaking situation: they involve the speaker or 
his experience, the audience and its interests, im
plications of time and place of the speech, the na
ture of the subject. In other words, the speaker 
should in some way make reference to himself, the 
audience, and occasion, or the subject.

III. CRITERIA FOR EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTIONS

Intent. Quintilian wrote introductions should match the intent

of the rest of the speech:

Of the old precepts this still remains in force, 
that no unusual expression, no highly audacious met
aphor, nothing borrowed from what is obsolete and 
antiquated, or from poetic license, should appear in 
the exordium. For we are not as yet admitted to full 
freedom of speech, and the attention of the audience, 
being still fresh, keeps us under restraint, but when 
their minds are propitiated and warmed, greater liber
ty will be tolerated. 10

Hugh Blair agreed:

. . . The introduction is not the place in which warm 
emotions are usually to be attempted, yet, I must 
take notice that it ought to prepare the way for such 
as are designed to be raised in subsequent parts of 
the discourse. The orator should, in the beginning, 
turn the minds of his hearers towards those sentiments 
and feelings which he seeks to awaken in the course of 
his speech. . . . Much of the orator's art and ability 
is shown in thus striking properly at the key, if we 
may so express it, of the rest of his oration.1' * 18

8Ibid., p. 108.

^Giles Wilkeson Grey and Waldo W. Braden, Public Speaking: 
Principles and Practice: Second Edition (New York: Harper and Row, 
1963), p. 291.

18Thonssen, op. cit., p. 112.

^Golden, op. cit., p. 111.
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Andrew Weaver warns finally:

Using an introduction filled with false leads is a 
common error; the speaker,-instead of going directly 
into the proper work of the occasion, wanders around, 
refers to all sorts of irrelevant matters, and arouses 
the interest of the audience in a number of subjects 
that have nothing to do with his purpose, This pro-, 
cedure simply throws up barriers that he later has to 
break down.^

The Vital. Socrates placed emphasis on the speaker's need to

understand the needs of his listeners:

When he is sufficiently competent to say, what kind 
of person is persuaded by what kind of speeches and 
is able, when he sees him before him to point out to 
himself that this is the person and this the nature 
for which those speeches were formerly made now actu
ally present before me, and to which these particular 
speeches are to be addressed, in order to persuade 
him to these particular things; . then his art
will be beautifully and perfectly accomplished, but 
not before J 3

Alan H. Monroe also makes reference to the importance of referring to

the needs of the audience:

People always pay attention to those things which 
effect their life or health, their reputation, their 
property or their employment. If you can show a man 
that what you say concerns him or his family, he will 
consider your discussion vital and will listen intent
ly. ... If the other factors of attention are im
portant, this one is indispensable.12 13 14

J. Jeffrey Auer wrote that referral to the vital is necessary in the 

introduction:

From these and other investigations of effective speech
making, distinctions can be made between well and poorly

12Andrew Thomas Weaver and Ordan Gerhard Ness, The Fundamentals 
and Forms of Speech (New York: The Odyssey Press, 1957), p. 330.

13Thonssen, op. cit., p. 32-33.

14Alan H. Monroe, Principles and Types of Speech: Fifth Edition 
(Chicago: Scott, Foresman and Company, 1962), p. 231.
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organized speeches. The overall criteria are suggested 
by these questions: Does the introduction orient the 
listener toward the subject both in terms of its general 
nature and its relationship to the listener's needs and 
desires?'5

Common Bond. Quintillian wrote that an orator should secure the 

good will of the audience:

The favor of the judge we shall conciliate, not merely 
by offering him praise, (which ought indeed to be given 
with moderation), but by turning his praises to the ad
vantage of our cause, appealing, in behalf of the noble 
to his dignified station, in behalf of the humble to 
his justice, in behalf of the unfortunate to his pity, 
in behalf of the injured to severity; and using similar 
appeals in other cases.

Andrew T. Weaver said of the common bond:

The common bond type of introduction, which seeks to 
establish a basis of agreement between the speaker 
and his audience, is very effective. The speaker 
tries to make the audience feel that he and they are 
alike is some important respect; he dwells upon common 
beliefs or attitudes. If he is going to talk to a 
group of citizens of the United States on a political 
issue he may begin by referring to the fact that the 
people on both sides of the issue are Americans, that 
they are all interested in the welfare of their coun
try. 17

Ordan G. Ness explained how the common bond is achieved:

Comparison is another common type of introduction, 
the speaker draws an interesting comparison be
tween one of the elements of the particular speech 
situation and an element in some other situation 
with which the audience is familiar,18

Alan H. Monroe expanded:

The earliest words a child learns are the names of

15j. Jefferey Auer, The Rhetoric of Our Times (New York: 
Meredith Corporation, 1969), p. 268.

l^Thonssen, op, cit., p. 112.

17weaver, op. cit., p. 331.

ISlbid., p. 320.
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objects and of tangible acts related to them. This 
interest in reality persists throughout life. In
stead of talking abstract theory, talk in terms of 
people, events, places, tangible circumstances.
. . . Instead of saying, "A certain friend of mine," 
call him by name. Instead of "house," say what 
house or what kind of house J 9

Respect. Cicero explained the first steps in securing the 

audience's respect:

". . . the first steps are achieved by extolling our 
own merits or worth or virtue of some kind, particu
larly generosity, sense of duty, justice and good 
faith.20

QuintiIlian warned:

We must also take care not to appear insolent, malig
nant, overbearing, or reproachful towards any man or 
body of men, especially such as cannot be wounded with
out exciting an unfavorable feeling.

President Abraham Lincoln once advised:

If you would win a man to your cause, first convince 
him that you are his sincere friend. Therein is a 
crop of honey that catches his heart, which, say what 
he will is the great highroad to his respect, and which 
may when once gained, you will find but little trouble 
convincing his judgement of the justice of vour cause 
if indeed that cause really be a just one.

Simplicity. George Campbell wrote this cannon on word selection

A regard to simplicity (in which I include etymology 
when manifest) ought to determine our choice. . . .
When etymology plainly points to a signification 
different from that which the word commonly bears, 
propriety and simplicity both require its dismission. 3

Hugh Blair stated:

. . . in an introduction, correctness should be care
fully studied in expression. . . . Something must be

Wonroe, op. cit., p. 227. 

2^Thonssen, op. cit., p. Ill 

23Thonssen, op. cit., p. 244

20Grey, op. cit., p. 265. 

22Grey, op. cit., p. 268.
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done, therefore, to preposses them in his favour; 
though for the same reasons, too much art must be 
avoided; for it will be more easily detected at that 
time than afterwards and will derogate from persuasion 
in all that follows. . . . The first rule is that the 
introduction should be easy and natural. The subject 
must always suggest it.* 2^

Cicero expressed the need for simplicity: "effioruisse penitus ex re 

de quo turn agitur." (To have sprung up, of its own accord, from the
or

matter which is under consideration.)

Historical references and quotations. Blair wrote:

A historical introduction has generally, a happy ef
fect to rouse attention, when one can lay hold upon 
some noted act that is connected with the text or 
the discourse, and by proper illustration of it opens 
the way to the subject that is to be treated of.

Andrew Weaver said that a quotation must:

. . . furnish a third form of introduction. When the 
text of quotation is familiar to the audience and well 
liked by them it serves as an excellent point of de
parture. 27

J. Jeffrey Auer cited a study done in 1951:

In speaking primarily to inform, he (Grasham) found, 
quotations or assertions are more effective means of 
support then specific instances. In speaking to per
suade, a supporting quotation is most effective, asser
tions less so, and analogies relatively ineffective.2”

E. F. El son stated in The Art of Speaking:

What someone else says is nearly always of interest 
to people; particularly if the person quoted is well 
known and respected, and the quotation has either 
immediate importance or a universal truth. Quotations 
that are famous and easily recognized establish a 
feeling of familiarity with the subject and create in

^Golden, op. cit., p. 108. ^Golden, loc. cit.

^Golden, op. cit., p. 112. 2?Weaver, op, cit., p. 330.

2^Auer, op. cit., p. 266.
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the audience a mood of acceptance toward the idea you
intend to present.29

Humor. Cicero saw an advantage to wit:

... it certainly becomes the orator to excite laugh
ter; either because mirth itself attracts favour to him 
by whom it is raised; or because all admire wit, which 
is often comprised in a single word, especially to him 
who replies, and sometimes in him who attacks; or be
cause it overthrows the adversary, or hampers him or 
makes light of him, or because it proves the orator 
himself to be a man of taste or learning or polish but 
chiefly because it mitigates and relaxes gravity and 
severity and often, by a joke or laugh, breaks the 
force of offensive remarks, which cannot easily be 
overthrown by arguments.30

Alan Monroe concurred:

Laughter indicates enjoyment, and people pay atten
tion to that which they enjoy. Few things will hold 
the attention of an audience as well as judicious use 
of humor. It serves as a relaxation from the tension 
which other factors of attention often create. . . .
For the present let us be content with two requirements 
of its effective use: Relevancy, beware of getting off 
the point being discussed; and, good taste, avoid humor 
at occasions where it would be out of place.3'

Andrew Weaver warned:

There is a widespread and wholly mistaken notion that 
the only proper way to start a speech is with a funny 
story. Sometimes the purpose of the introduction can 
be served by a good story well told. If there is 
actually something in the subject, the speaker, the 
occasion, the environment, or the audience that can be 
turned to advantage by a humorous story in the intro
duction then telling the story is justified.32

E. F. Elson cautioned:

Humor is difficult to handle. Be cautious in using it 
as the chief ingredient of your opening. Its effective
ness lies in your ability to put your point across and

39Elson, op. cit., pp. 197-98. 

31 Monroe, op. cit., p. 230.

30Thonssen, op. cit., 

32Weaver, op. cit., p

p. 78.

329.
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to tie in what follows. If your effort fails, you're 
off to a bad start because your audience is no longer 
neutral; it is now a little bit against you.33

IV. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PERORATION

Aristotle wrote of the peroration:

There are four elements of objects of the peroration, 
to inspire the audience with a favourable one of your 
adversary, to amplify or depreciate the subject, to ex
cite the emotions of the audience and to recall the 
facts to their memory.34

Hugh Blair placed much importance on the conclusion:

Sometimes the whole pathetic part comes in most proper
ly at the peroration. Sometimes when the discourse 
has been entirely argumentative, it is fit to conclude 
with summing up the arguments placing them full and 
and strong, on the mind of the audience. For the 
great rule of conclusion and what nature obviously 
suggests, is to place that last, on which we choose 
that the strength of our cause should rest.

V. CRITERIA FOR EFFECTIVE CONCLUSIONS

Andrew Weaver wrote that the function of the conclusion was to 

connect the most important elements in the speech as effectively as 

possible with the interests and desires of the audience."36 This study 

will follow the outline that Brigance offered in studying conclusion.

He listed seven types of conclusions: challenge, quotation, summary, 

appeal, illustration, visualizing the future, and rounding out the 

thought.37

Challenge. William Brigance describes the challenge type con

elusion:

37Br igance, op. cit., p. 240.

33Elson, op. cit., pp. 199-200. 34-[-|10nssen, op. cjt., p. 63.

35soden, op. cit., p. 127. 36|A,eaver, op. cit., p. 325.
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This is the most frequently used method. In some 
ingenious way the speaker presents a short compel
ling challenge for the audience to take a positive 
attitude, position or action -- in short, to do 
something.38

Alan Monroe wrote:

This method is a definite and more or less emphatic 
appeal to take a specific course of action or to feel 
or believe in some particular way. Such an appeal 
should be short and compelling and should contain 
within it a suggestion of the principal reason pre
sented in the speech for doing as you propose.3 4"

E. F. Elson suggests:

If you want people to do something, you must ask and 
ask. In a persuasive talk you must not fail to con
clude with a request for action, no matter where or how 
you made your previous requests.40

Quotation. William Brigance writes:

A speaker reinforces his theme with an apt quotation.
This is perhaps the second most widely used method 
today. On most occasions the best quotations are 
short and pointed. . . . But a quotation may be long
er if the occasion permits and if it suits your parti
cular talents.41

Paul Soper in Basic Public Speaking places the quotation high on the 

list of good methods:

An apt quotation is one of the best means of concluding 
a speech. The speaker's words in directing attention 
to the statement to be quoted, the quoted persons's 
prestige, and the impressiveness of the statement all 
contribute to the special impact of this method of con
cluding.42

E. C. Buehler and Wil Linkugel wrote: "Any quotation used in the con

clusion of a speech should be short, when possible, one sentence is

38Ibid., p. 242.

48Elson, op. cit., p. 207.

^Monroe, op. cit., p. 269.

4Brigance, op. cit., p. 243.

42paul L. Soper, Basic Public Speaking: Third Edition (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1963), p. 205.
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often best."^3

Summary. William Brigance noted that the summary form of con

clusion can offer the speaker valuable assistance:

If the speech is complex, or if the speaker's purpose 
is to present information, then you had best draw to
gether the important points in condensed and unified 
form. ... If you can sum up your information so 
the listeners can carry it away in a condenses and 
unified form, they likely will remember it. 44

Arthur Kruger stated: "For longer speeches, particularly those involv

ing complete analysis, a longer conclusion containing a summary is appro

priate. "45 e. f. Ellson also saw the effectiveness of the summary:

Your closing sentences should be centered upon the 
main idea of your talk, removing any possible doubt 
about what you're saying. This commonly used method 
of summary fixes attention on the theme of the speech 
rather than on any individual part, and it reinforces 
a general truth rather than supports a particular act.46

Paul Sopher reminds the speaker:

Who among us, without the aid of a summary, will trust 
ourselves to remember the main points of a speech we 
have heard? As listeners most of us are lazy. Our 
memories are short. There may be distracting influences.
At best, which of us could summarize as succinctly and 
impressively as the speaker? We are therefore grateful 
for a brief reiteration of some kind.47

Alan Monroe wrote of the summary:

The summary is a short recaptulation of the main points 
in your speech together with whatever important conclu-

43E. C. Buehler and Wil A. Linkugel, Speech: A First Course (New 
York: Harper & Brother, 1962), p. 223.

44Brigance, op. cit., p. 244.

4^Arthur N. Kruger, Effective Speaking: A Complete Course (New 
York: Litton Educational Publishing, Inc., 1970), p. 334.

46Elson, op. cit., p. 206. 47sop|ier5 op, cit., p. 203.
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sion you have drawn from them. It brings together the 
important points you have presented and impresses them 
upon the memory of your audience.4®

Appeal. William Brigance writes of the appeal:

This is a classic form of conclusion, heavily used by 
the ancients. When well done it is effective, but 
when it lacks substance it is trite or mawkish. Abra
ham Lincoln's Second Inaugural address closes with an 
appeal that is an enduring part of American Heritage:
'With malice toward none; with charity for all, with 
firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right 
let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind 
up the nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan — 
to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and last
ing peace among ourselves and with all nations.49

E. F. Ell son explained why appeal is effective:

However logical we like to think of ourselves, we most 
often are moved by an appeal to our feelings when an 
appeal to our cold logic will not sway us. An appeal 
to the heart may be long remembered, while an appeal 
to the head may be soon forgotten. Among the best 
appeals to human feelings that have been made in public 
addresses are those by Lincoln in his second Inaugural 
Address and by Patrick Henry in his famous and now 
familiar speech before the Virginia House of Burgesses 
in 1975.50

Illustration. William Brigance recognized the simplicity of the 

illustration:

An illustration is one of the easiest conclusions in 
that it is simple in structure and requires no skill 
beyond that of storytelling. But you need a story 
that carries the core of the proposition or the action 
you want listeners to take.51

Alan Monroe suggested the illustration as a method of conclusion: "You 

may close with a telling incident or story which contains the kernal of 

your idea or suggests the action you wish the audience to accept,"5^ 45

270.

45Monroe, op. cit., p. 240. 49Brigance, op. cit., p. 244.

59Elson, op. cit,, p, 207-08. 51Brigance, op. cit,, p. 244-45

52 Monroe, op. cit.,



-24-

E. F. Ellson concurs:

Illustration can make your main idea more vivid and 
can reinforce your logical appeal by capturing it in 
a funny or interesting nutshell. Just be sure the 
illustration doesn't overshadow the point you wish 
to make. 3

Roy McCall and Herman Cohen relate the specific effectiveness of illus 

trations:

The illustration gives a complete picture, so that the 
mind fully understands, the instance names a similar 
circumstance as an indication that the illustration 
given was not an isolated case. The specific illustra
tion, whether long or short, real or imagined, sets the 
incident in time and place, names or characterizes the 
people who are part of it. 54

Visualizing the future. William Brigance explains the use of

visualizing the future in the conclusion:

The speaker ends on the high note of looking forward 
into the future. He may, if his prestige is high, 
say, "I shall in the future do these things and I ask 
men of courage and wisdom to join with me." Or he may 
merely express personal faith and hope.55

Arthur Kruger offers an example:

A look into the future offers two choices. The speaker 
embraces the future that his solutions offer and he warns 
of the future consequences should his ideas be ignored.56

E. F. Ellson adds:

Project your audience into what may lie ahead, trying to 
make a responsible generalization about the future. We 
are both frightened and intrigued by the unknown, and its

53Elson, op. cit., p. 208.

54Roy C. McCall and Herman Cohen, Fundamentals of Speech: The 
Theory and Practice of Oral Communication: Second Edition (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1963), pp. 98-100.

^^Brigance, op. cit., p. 245.

56Kruger, op. cit., p. 335.
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being anticipated in a realistic manner can greatly 
influence our present behavior. This method makes 
a good conclusion for talks to convince or impress.

Rounding Out the Thought. William Brigance illustrated the type

of conclusion that makes use of "rounding out a thought'with this quota

tion from Adlai Stevenson:

When Sparta was frightening the Athenians, Pericles 
said, "I am more worried about our own faults than 
about the plans of our enemies." And so am I.®8

Paul Sopher described 'the rounding out1 method as:

... a succinct, axiomatic expression of the meaning 
or importance of your speech. It should, as you use 
it, compel respectful attention and lend an appropriate 
sense of finality.59

E. C. Buehler and Wil Linkugel wrote that effectiveness of the conclusion

is often enhanced if the speaker concludes his speech in his own words:

A speaker usually will do well to conclude his own ideas 
and his own words. The speaker thus may be able to point 
out things that would have been different for the person 
or persons in the story if his solution had been in 
effect.50

Conciseness. Quintillian warned:

In this part of our speech, what we repeat ought to be 
repeated as briefly as possible, and we must as is in
timated by the Greek term, run over only the principal 
heads; for, if we dwell upon them, the result will be, 
not a recapitulation, but a sort of second speech.®'

E. C. Buehler and Wil Linkugel wrote:

In discussing speech introductions, we placed consider
able stress upon the first sentence of the speech. The 
last sentence is even more important. It is your final

57Elson, op. cit., p. 206. 57 58Brigance, op. cit., p. 248-49

®9sopher, op. cit., p. 204-05. ®®Buehler, op. cit., p. 225. 

^Thonssen, op. cit., p. 130.
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statement to the audience and should therefore, carry 
considerable impact. Almost always try to make your 
final sentence terse and simple: it should place a 
period at the end of your speech. In a persuasive 
speech this is most important.62

Andrew Weaver emphasized conciseness:

The conclusion, like the introduction, should be as 
brief as it can be, consistant with its function.
Too often the speaker is reluctant to stop; he goes 
over and over again what he already has said with the 
result that his long, rambling conclusion damages ra
ther than helps the speech. An overly repetitious con
clusion irritates and alienates an audience. 3

Giles Grey agreed that conciseness is essential:

The conclusion must pull the speech together into a 
unified whole. The entire development must be blended 
into a single impelling impression designed to accomp
lish your specific purpose. The audience must feel the 
impact of the speech in its entirety, must appreciate 
its significance, and must respond to your suggestions. 
An effective conclusion demands careful and thoughtful 
preparation. The inspiration of the moment can not be 
trusted.64

^Buehler, op. cit,, p. 228.

63weaver, op. cit., p. 335. 

64Grey, op. cit., p. 278.



CHAPTER III

"The ambition of the Irish is to say a thing as every
body says it, only louder."

Gerard Manley Hopkins 
The Founding Father

TECHNIQUES USED IN THE PROEM AND PERORATION OF 
SELECTED KENNEDY ADDRESSES

Introduction.

John F. Kennedy was a politician. It is the business of the 

politician to speak to the people and to gain their favor. It would be 

difficult to even approximate the number of times Kennedy spoke as a 

candidate for congressional office. As a Congressman, John Kennedy made 

over 300 speeches. During his Presidential campaign Kennedy continued to 

address the Senate for at that time he was sponsoring a labor-reform bill. 

The Senator often set aside his legislative duties during that campaign 

and traveled across the country for speaking engagements. In addition to 

personal appearances, John Kennedy appeared on national television on ten 

separate occasions with addresses to the nation. As President, Kennedy 

delivered 150 addresses in 1961 alone.

This study deals with nine selected speeches delivered between 

June 25, 1952 to November 22, 1963. To aid in the selection of the address 

es and to make possible the study of variation, the time span was divided 

into three periods: 1) the Congressional Period, 2) the Presidential Cam

paign Period, and 3) the Presidential Period. Two speeches were selected 

from the Congressional period, three from the Presidential Campaign Period 

and four addresses were selected from the Presidential Period.
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I. THE CONGRESSIONAL PERIOD 

Speech of June 25, 1952.

The Congressman from Massachusetts was again dealing with the pro

blems of New England on June 25, 1952 when he addressed the House of Re

presentatives with a speech entitled, "Should An Old Massachusetts Indus

try Be Penalized?" Congressman Kennedy had long been a spokesman for his 

region. Once more he was asking Congress to come to the aid of his state.

Analysis of Content. John Kennedy asked that Congress grant the 

Massachusetts fishing industry "emergency relief". The address contains 

much statistical data aimed at establishing the condition of that industry. 

Kennedy contends that foreign products can easily undersell the domestic 

fish products. The Congressman also refers to the increase in domestic in

ventories. He believes that this increase forces dealers in domestic fish 

products to lower their prices below the profit line in order to sell their 

goods. Congress is also reminded that United States foreign aid had helped 

establish competitive fishing industries in other countries, while assistance 

for the development of new domestic methods had been denied.

Analysis of the Proem. Congressman Kennedy began his address:

Mr. Speaker, I want to express my alarm over the strangu
lation of the fishing industry of Massachusetts by vastly 
increased imports of groundfish fillets from other nations.
If the trend continues, as it shows every sign of doing, 
the investment of many millions of American capital will 
be wiped out and thousands of men who have made fishing a 
life long career will be out of work. The ports of Boston,
New Bedford and Gousester are particularly affected.'

The necessity for the orator to state the major concern of his

speech during the introduction was established as a criteria called intent.

Tjohn Fitzgerald Kennedy: A Compedium of Statements and Speeches 
Made During His Service in The United States Senate and House of Represent
atives, United States Government Printing Office, (Washington, D.C., 1964), 
p. 117.
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In order to achieve this criteria the speaker must not only mention the 

major idea he wishes to relate to his audience; but, he must also relate 

his feelings about that idea. Kennedy's introduction refers to only one 

topic: the condition of the Massachusetts fishing industry. The speaker 

is concerned with this topic throughout the speech. Thus, the introduction 

fulfills a portion of the intent criteria.

Kennedy also relates his feelings about his topic. The statement, 

"I wish to express my alarm," directs the audience to sense the urgency 

that the speaker feels in dealing with this subject. The speaker has es

tablished his topic as well as his personal involvement with that topic and 

has therefore successfully used the intent criteria.

Reference to consequences that will effect the audience's own lives 

was called the vital criteria. The Congressman makes good use of this cri

teria as he informs Congress of the money and of the jobs that will be lost 

if they fail to act.

Finally, the speaker's introduction is marked with simplicity. Ken 

nedy makes no attempt to soften his listeners with praise or to elevate his 

own position. He speaks only of his major concern and he states his posi

tion directly. The language is marked with a clearness and conciseness.

The simplicity criteria demands that the introduction does not overshadow 

the main concern of the speech. It should be easy and natural. Kennedy's 

introduction then is simplistic.

Analysis of the Peroration. The Congressman concludes his speech:

Recognition of the problem was given by the Committee 
on the New England Economy in the July 1951 report to 
the President of the United States, when it said that 
one of the major problems, "facing the New England fish
ing industry is the increased competition of foreign 
sources. Imports provided only 4 percent of U. S. con-
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sumption of fresh and frozen fish in 1931; they account
ed for 23 percent in 1945."
As a Member of Congress from Massachusetts, I believe it 
is my grave duty to call attention to what seems a classic 
case of inequity and injustice to an industry which for 
many generations has been interwoven with the honorable 
and gallant tradition of my state.2

John Kennedy uses a quotation as part of his conclusion. The 

criterion for the quotation type conclusion was that the quotation be 

short and clearly related to the main idea presented in the speech. It 

was also mentioned that the source of the quotation, if prestigious or 

trusted or well-liked, can add all of these attributes to the message.

This particular quotation comes from a recent study done by a committee 

appointed by the President. It was an aid to Kennedy's message because 

it repeated and lent credence to Kennedy's own statistically backed find

ings with its own data.

In the final paragraph of his address the Congressman summarizes 

his message. The summary style conclusion was said to be useful if it was 

important that the speaker leave the main point or points of his speech 

with the audience. Because this address is made as a plea for action, it 

seems very necessary that Kennedy chose to summarize the major ideas of 

his speech. In one sentence the Congressman tells why he is speaking, what 

it is he is speaking of and why his message must be heeded. This is good 

use of the summary type conclusion.

Speech of February 19, 1957.

Senator John F. Kennedy was speaking to the American Association of 

School Administrators and the National School Board Association on February 

19, 1957. He titled his address, "The Education of An American Politician."

2Ibid., p. 120.
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Analysis of the Content. The Senator offers a five point program 

for the education of the American politician; but, he first reasons with 

his audience that, "each and every American citizen," must be a politi

cian in a world filled with problems, specifically, race relations, un

easy truces and outspoken hostility. Kennedy's program for the education 

of Americans includes: 1) a development of a broad range of interests 

and talents rather than a concentration on civic and political areas;

2) training of minds for practical action rather than just discussion;

3) teaching that political idealism must not become political fantasy and 

rigidity -- that compromise can and must be possible; 4) teaching students 

to discern the difference between national patriotism and national myths;

5) emphasizing quality in this education rather than quantity.

The speech is full of historical references and quotations. The 

Senator illustrates each of his five points with examples that clarify 

their meanings. The speech makes a progression that takes a twist both at 

the beginning and at the end. In the beginning Kennedy recognizes that 

few Americans admire and respect the progession of politics. He then 

states that all Americans should become politicians for the benefit of 

their country. In the conclusion he recognizes that politicians must be 

concerned with helping education and then he reminds his listeners that 

education can also provide assistance to the politician. The Senator has 

made an interesting appeal for he applauds the present American system; 

but suggests certain changes so that it might better prepare people to 

deal with politics.

Analysis of Proem. "The Education of the American Politican"

begins:

3Ibid, pp. 1039-41.
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It is a great if somewhat awesome honor to be here this 
evening with what is probably the greatest collection 
of brainpower any politician has ever addressed. More 
importantly, you are undoubtedly one of the most power
ful audiences in the world -- powerful not in terms of 
the national and international policies you control or 
manipulate, but powerful because in your hands the future 
leaders of this Nation, the most powerful nation in the 
world, are being shaped. Your responsibilities conse
quently are in many ways far greater than those of us 
who serve in national policy-making functions.4 

In this particular introduction the speaker does not fulfill com

pletely the intent criteria. If this introduction did follow the intent 

criteria the speech to follow would be basically concerned with extolling 

the merits of the American education system. The Senator's position, 

moreover, would remain that of awe. Kennedy's actual intention is to sug

gest reforms for the present system to make it better suited to open the 

minds of all citizens to political matters. He will not maintain a posi

tion of awe; but, instead he will note the importance of his own profession 

and will ask his audience to realize that importance.

If the speaker's intent seemed clouded, it might be that he is mak

ing use of another device for gaining the attention and favor of his audi

ence. In this speech it seems John F. Kennedy is working for the respect 

of his listeners. The criterion for respect includes a modest introduction 

that gains the favor of the listeners. This introduction fits that format. 

The speaker compliments his audience on their intellectual attainments.

He tells them that they hold a power far greater than his own. He seems 

to be placing himself below them in order to gain their favor. Because 

his praise seems sincere for he later turns his praise to the advantage 

of his arguments, this is a good introduction.

4Ibid., p. 1039.
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Analysis of the Peroration. Senator Kennedy concludes the speech:

There is considerable talk these days of the educational's 
worlds needs for assistance from the political world. I 
am confident that assistance will be forthcoming. But I 
have stressed to you tonight the assistance which the 
world of politics needs from the world of education; and 
to that end I ask your thoughtful attention to the task 
of uniting our two worlds still further.
"Don't teach my boy poetry," an English mother recently 
wrote the Provost of Harrow. "Don't teach my boy poetry, 
he is going to stand for Parliment." Well, perhaps she 
was right, but if more politicians knew poetry, and more 
poets knew politics, I am convinced the world would be a 
little better place to live on this the 19th of February 
1957.5

Senator Kennedy has used a short quotation in his conclusion to once again 

show the typical attitude people take toward a politician's education. The 

key to this conclusion comes as the speaker makes commentary on the quota

tion. This method was described in the criteria as "rounding out the 

thought." In order to achieve this type of effective conclusion the orator 

must draw from the quotation a final statement that shows how the quotation 

pertains to the main idea or ideas given in the address. Kennedy chooses 

to differ with the sentiments of the mother he quotes. He rounds out the 

thoughts of his speech by stating that he believes a politician should know 

more of poetry and the poet more of politics. The speaker was successful 

then, in using the quotation at the conclusion of his address because he 

rounded out the implication of the quotation to fit the basic suggestion 

given in his address.

II. THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN PERIOD

Speech of September 26, 1960.

On September 26, 1960, Senator John F. Kennedy addressed the nation

5Ibid., pp. 1041-42.
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at the first four nationally televised debates with Vice-President Rich

ard Nixon.

Analysis of Content. According to the rules established for the 

debates between Senator Kennedy and Vice-President Nixon, each speaker 

was to give an eight minute opening statement. The topic for the first 

round was domestic affairs. Kennedy recognizes this topic but says that 

he believes that the United States can view its domestic situation only in 

terms of its position in the world. Kennedy believes that America's pro

gress is the key to the progress of the free world. He states:

If we do well here, if we meet our obligations, if we are 
moving ahead, then I think freedom will be secure around 
the world. If we fail, then freedom fails.®

The Senator then goes on to outline what he believes to be the weak points 

in American development. He often compares his country's development with 

that of the Soviet Union's. He often comments that he thinks the United 

States could do better. Kennedy then challenges those who fear federal in

tervention. He gives examples of government programs that he contends 

could never have been accomplished without federal assistance. The Sena

tor has made an attack upon the present conditions within his country, but, 

he cushions that attack with the reassurance that the country has the po

tential of becoming the most powerful of nations.

Analysis of Proem. John F. Kennedy begins the debates with:

In the election of 1860, Abraham Lincoln said the ques
tion was whether this nation could exist half slave or 
half free.

®The Joint Appearances of Senator John F. Kennedy and Vice-Presi
dent Richard M. Nixon and Other 1960 Campaign Presentations, United States 
Government Printing Office (Washington,'D.C., 1961), p. 73.
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In this election of 1960, and with the world around us, 
the question is whether the world will exist half slave 
or half free, whether it will move in the direction of 
the road that we are taking or whether it will move in 
the direction of slavery. I think it will depend in great 
measure upon what we do here in the United States, on the 
kind of society we build, on the kind of strength that we 
maintain.7 8

The speaker, in this introduction, has made good use of a quotation. The 

criterion for this type of introduction was that the quotation came from 

a respected source; Abraham Lincoln is an excellent choice. The criterion 

also requires that the content of the quotation is useful to the speaker's 

purpose. Senator Kennedy uses this quotation to show how the responsibi

lities of his nation had grown in one hundred years to include the entire 

world. In the second paragraph of the introduction he changes only slight

ly Lincoln's words to spell out his own evaluation of America's position 

in the world. Thus, Kennedy has applied the wisdom of Lincoln to his own 

ideas and made them to appear synonymous. The Senator also made an attempt 

to create a common bond between the American people and himself. He main

tained that the outcome of the struggle for freedom will depend, "upon
o

what we do here in the United States." The common bond is weak in the 

introduction because the speaker does not show why the people are bound 

to this duty as Kennedy says they are. The real basis of that bond is 

developed in the body of the speech.

Analysis of the Peroration. Kennedy concludes;

In 1933 Franklin Roosevelt said in his inaugural that this 
generation of Americans has a "rendezvous with dest-i 
iny." I think our generation has the same "rendezvous."
The question now is: Can freedom be maintained under 
the most severe attack it has ever known? I think it

7Ibid.

8Ibid.
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can be, and I think in the final analysis it depends 
upon what we do here. I think it's time America start
ed moving again.9

The speaker is challenging the American people. His conclusion fills 

every aspect of the challenge criteria. It is short and compelling; he 

says that he believes that America can rise to the challenge. It is di

rect and it leads the audience to the action he wishes them to take. He 

tells them that the only way freedom can survive is if America starts mov

ing again. Most importantly, this conclusion skillfully reminds the audi

ence for one final time what the speaker feels to be at stake. This speak 

er has referred to America throughout his speech as the main defender of 

freedom. Kennedy includes this idea in his conclusion while making his 

challenge. His summation is brief and direct. He has made a successful 

challenge.

Speech of August 20, 1960.

Farmers and political leaders from 12 Midwestern States gathered 

at Des Moines, Iowa for a two day conference on the problems confronting 

American agriculture. Senator Kennedy, the newly nominated Democratic can 

didate for the Presidency, was the keynote speaker.

Analysis of Content. Kennedy, the candidate, has made an attack 

upon the present administration’s agricultural programs. He reviews their 

past record and pronounces it disasterous. He condemns the Republican 

party labeling it, "empty slogans and wishful thinking."^ Kennedy pro

poses a fourpoint plan: 1) a policy of supply management to raise farm 

incomes and prices to parity levels; 2) improved food and nutrition for

^John Fitzgerald Kennedy: A Compedium of Statements and Speeches 
Made During His Service in the United States Senate and House of Represent
atives, United States Government Printing Office (Washington, D.C.,1964).
p. 1130.

10Ibid.„ d. 1131.
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all American citizens; 3) compiling a "peace reserve" of food for 

nations in distress; 4) a long-range program for credit, and research 

for low-income farms and new rural industry JThis address is a cam

paign speech with two objectives. The candidate praises the farming 

profession and tells how he will come to its aid while at the same time 

showing how his opponent has hindered that industry.

Analysis of Proem. The junior Senator from Massachusetts begins:

No conference in this campaign is more important than this 
one. No domestic issue in this election is more important -- 
or in more trouble than the family farm J 2

Kennedy has made an appeal for his audience's respect in this introduc

tion. The respect criterion requires that the speaker work through his 

own prestige and through friendly remarks to win the attention of his 

listeners. The speaker first makes a subtle reference to his own prestige. 

Any person might tell this conference of farmers that their conference is 

important in the Presidential campaign but when a Presidential candidate 

says it is important, then its importance is confirmed. Senator Kennedy 

is also attempting to win the respect of his audience by showing a con

cern for their problems. The speaker does not attempt to form an artifi

cial common bond. He does not pretend to have the same problems as the 

farmer; but, he says he recognizes their difficulties as important ones. 

This type of introduction is well suited to the rest of the oration which 

offers programs to aid the farmer. Without first establishing some type 

understanding of the agricultural situation the solutions might have ap

peared contrived. If the speaker had not attempted to establish his con-

11 Ibid., p. 1129. 

12Ibid., p. 1132.
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cern for the farming industry then his speech would have been pointless. 

Analysis of Peroration. Senator Kennedy concluded his address to

the Democratic Farm Conference:

Both parties describe one phase of their policy as 
"food for peace." But I would give that name to our 
entire program. For peace is man's greatest aspira
tion -- a just peace, a secure peace, without appease
ment. We will not accept the peace of foreign domina
tion -- we do not seek the peace of the grave. We want 
more than this so-called peace that is merely an inter
val between wars.
There will be no farm program -- there will be no farm 
boys or farms -- if we cannot get off this deadly colli
sion course on which we are now headed. It's time for 
real leadership again in foreign affairs -- fresh, firm 
leadership for peace, and in that might effort, we shall 
again -- as we have in all our history -- depend on our 
food, our farms and our loyal tireless farm families.'3

Kennedy's conclusion follows the criteria of an appeal. He has argued the 

merits of his party's farm plank — now he attempts to reach the emotions 

of his audience. He says that peace is the human race's greatest aspira

tion. Then he ties the success a long-range peace would bring to the 

strength of our nation and to the success and stability of our agricultur

al industry. The candidate has offered what he contends is the only solu

tion to agricultural problems. He then makes an appeal to save the indus

try in order to maintain world peace. The appeal is good because it ful

fills all of the criteria of appeal: Kennedy has made an excellent attempt 

to capture the feelings of his listeners and to turn them in his favor.

The use of appeal was established as the strongest method of persuasion. 

Speech of November 2, 1960.

Senator Kennedy appeared in a series of televised programs sponsored

13Ibid.
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by the International Ladies' Garment Workers Union Campaign Committee. 

During other broadcasts sponsored by this committee celebrities and 

political figures had appeared and made speeches in support of Senator 

Kennedy. Some of these figures included: Adlai Stevenson, Mrs. Elea

nor Roosevelt and George Meany. The Senator appeared on the fifth 

broadcast.

Analysis of Content. The Democratic candidate for President de

fines the objectives of his campaign and of his party in an interesting 

way: he compares the 20th century Presidential slogans of the Republi

can Party to those of the Democratic Party. He calls the Republican 

slogans, "the weakest and least constructive slogans in the history of 

American political action."^4 He suggests that the Democratic offerings 

are a contrast to the Republican lot. Finally Kennedy explains what his 

own slogan the "New Frontier" promises for America. The basic function 

of this campaign speech is to summarize why Kennedy believes the Ameri

can people should support his candidacy and his party.

Analysis of Proem. John F. Kennedy begins:

I come here to ask you to join me in the great task which 
lies before the American people. And that is the task of 
responsibility, of rebuilding the strength, vitality and 
energy of the great Republic of the United States. The 
effort to which I summon you will not be easy, but I be
lieve with your help, and the help of all Americans, we 
will find that our real greatness and our finest years lie 
ahead in the 1960's.*5

John F. Kennedy makes the intent of his speech quite clear: he is 

asking the help of the American people in gaining the office of President 

of the United States. He contends that America can and will be better if

14Ibid., p. 345.

^Ibid. , p. 346.
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he is elected. This introduction follows the criteria for an intent 

introduction: it is direct and it introduces the same tone the speaker 

will use throughout his speech.

The tone is one of hope, a hope for a better world through a Dem

ocratic victory in the 1960 election. This tone runs through the rest 

of the speech.

Analysis of the Peroration. The Senator concludes:

I think with the help of the American people, we can move 
the country forward. We can provide jobs for our people, 
education for our children, medical care for our aged tied 
to social security, a fair opportunity for all Americans 
to develop their talents. This is our function -- this 
is our responsibility: to build here in the United States 
a society which is a shining ornament to freedom: to hold 
out our helping hand to all those who wish to be free a- 
round the world; to stand for peace; to stand firm; to 
stand for action -- to move again. These are the things 
for which we stand. I ask your support in this campaign.
I ask you to join me in moving America forward.

Kennedy is making an appeal for votes in this conclusion.

III. THE PRESIDENTIAL PERIOD.

Speech of January 20, 1961.

The newly elected President defined the role he believes his coun 

try must play in his inaugural address on January 20, 1961. He told his 

countrymen of their obligations to their country. He addresses his coun 

try to the responsibilities it has as a world leader.

Analysis of Content. The President pledges the preservation of 

the nation's heritage. He states that the basis of this heritage is 

human rights. He offers assistance to needy peoples and needy nations 

around the world, but, he warns that America will remain strong in its

16 Ibid., p. 345.
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defenses. JFK speaks of peace and of the means by which it might be 

achieved by saying:

So let us begin anew — remembering on both sides 
that civility is not a sign of weakness, and sincer
ity is always subject to proof. Let us never nego
tiate out of fear. But let us never fear to negoti
ate J'7

This address proposes a better world for all mankind providing each per

son is willing to make it their responsibility to work for their country; 

that each country work to preserve peace and that God lend a hand to make 

peace and prosperity possible.

Analysis of Proem. The President pledges:

We observe today not a victory of party but a celebra
tion of freedom -- symbolizing an end as well as a be
ginning -- signifying renewal as well as change. For 
I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn 
oath our forebearers prescribed nearly a century ago.18

JFK first makes an attempt at forming a common bond in his introduction. 

He tells the citizens of the United States to forget that he is a winning 

Democrat in a close election — for his election he says, is not merely 

an election victory. He says that this time is the beginning of a re

awakening of pride in our heritage. Kennedy links his new administration 

with the traditions of the past. This is the strongest point in his at

tempt to form a bond because the people can agree that the heritage of 

their nation should indeed be protected and preserved.

The President recognizes that he has taken a solemn oath that is 

the same oath written nearly 175 years before. This statement introduces

^The Joint Appearances of Senator John F. Kennedy and Vice-Presi
dent Richard M. Nixon and Other 1960 Campaign Presentations, United States 
Government Printing Office (Washington, D.C., 1961), p. 340.

^Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: John F. 
Kennedy 196T~^ United States Printing Office (Washington, D.C., 1961), 
p. 2.
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Kennedy's intent. The rest of his inaugural will be devoted to announc

ing his plans to fulfill his oath. These promises are taken in the same 

solemn manner that the responsiblity was spoken of.

Kennedy has made an excellent introduction. He has formed a bond 

between himself and his nation and he has pointed them toward a pledge. 

Finally, he has made clear that these promises will be serious responsi

bilities.

Analysis of Peroration. President Kennedy concludes:

And so my fellow Americans: ask not what your country 
can do for you -- ask what you can do for your country.
My fellow citizens of the world, ask not what America 
will do for you, but what together we can do for the 
freedom of man.
Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens 
of the world, ask of us here in the same high standards 
of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With 
good conscience our only sure reward, with history the 
final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the 
land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but 
knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our 
own.'9

The criterion for an appeal type conclusion warned that the appeal must 

be done very skillfully. This conclusion is perhaps one of Kennedy's 

most skillful.

He appeals to mankind to set aside selfish motivation and to take 

up the causes of freedom and country. He promises two rewards: good con

science and perhaps a good mark in the annals of history.

Kennedy's appeal is excellent because of its careful construction. 

He has chosen noble phrases to call his people to a noble cause. The Pres 

ident calls it God's work and he asks His help and blessing; but, he does 

not let this recognition of a high force weaken his belief in the power of

19Ibid., p. 1.
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man. He pushes his listeners one step further telling them that the pre

servation of peace and human rights is God's work accomplished by man. 

Kennedy's appeal is effective because it demands action. It has force 

because it denies weakness or dependance and it is strong because it seems 

based upon a faith in mankind.

Speech of September 25, 1961.

The speech of September 25, 1961 was President Kennedy's first ma

jor policy speech before the United Nations. The death of Secretary Gener

al Dag Hammarskjold had re-opened the debate over the Soviet proposal to 

form a tripartite division of authority in the assembly. The President 

came to challenge the proposal and to outline a disarmament plan. The plan 

would eventually remove weapons capable of annihilation from all nations. 

Saturday Review wrote of the President's address: "There are moments in 

history when words can make a vital difference."20

Analysis of Content. Kennedy contends from the beginning that a

change in the structure of the United Nation's organization such as proposed

by the Soviets will be the death of the organization. He then turns to his

disarmament plan. JFK stated:

So let us here resolve that Dag Hammarskjold did not 
live -- or die -- in vain. Let us call a truce to ter- 
or. Let us invoke the blessings of peace. And, as we 
build an international capacity to keep peace, let us 
join in dismantling the national capacity to wage war. 1

A complete document explaining the President's disarmament plan was intro

duced to the assembly by the head of the United States delegation after the 

President finished his address; however, the address itself outlined a five

20Ibid., p. 3.

Lester Thonssen, Ed., Representative American Speeches: Vol. 34, 
#4 (New York: The H. W. Wilson Company, 1962), p. 41.
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point plan: 1) signing of a test-ban treaty by all nations; 2) stopping

the production of fissional materials for use in weapons; 3) prohibiting

the transfer of control of nuclear weapons to states that do not already

own them; 4) keeping nuclear weapons out of outer space; 5) gradually

destroying nuclear weapons already manufactured and converting their mat- 
22erials into peaceful uses.

This address, one of the longest ever delivered by JFK during his 

Presidency, is, in essence, a program for peace.

Analysis of Proem. The President begins his message:

We meet in an hour of grief and challenge. Dag Hammar- 
skjold is dead. But the United Nations lives. His 
tragedy is deep in our hearts, but the task for which 
he died is at the top of our agenda. A noble servant 
of peace is gone. But the quest of peace is before us.z

Kennedy uses a contrast of two methods of introduction in this proem. He 

speaks of a moment of grief over a great leader and from this standpoint 

he is attempting to gain the respect of his listeners. In order to gain 

respect the speaker must show that he is concerned over the affairs of an

other; that he is their friend. Kennedy successfully eulogies their leaders 

in his opening remarks. He has established his respect for the United Na

tions and thus should have won an attentive hearing.

The President is also concerned with making a direct reference to 

the main topic of his address. This is the basic criteria for an intent 

type introduction. Kennedy makes it evident that he is deeply concerned

over the fate of the United Nations. He states that the fate of this assem

bly will determine the possibility of lasting peace in the world. This

22Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: John F. 
Kennedy 1961, op. cit. p. 619.

23Ibid., p. 622.
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evident concern for peace is the predominant tone to be developed through

out the speech. Thus, the introduction also follows the intent criterion.

Analysis of Peroration. JFK ends his address:

Ladies and gentlemen of this Assembly, the decision is 
ours. Never have the nations of the world had so much 
to lose, or so much to gain. Together we shall save our 
planet, or together we shall perish in its flames. Save 
it we can -- and save it we must -- and then shall we 
earn the eternal thanks of mankind and as peacemakers, 
the eternal blessing of God.24

The criterion of a challenge type conclusion included that a certain 

stance be demanded of the audience. This conclusion, then, is most defin

itely a challenge. Kennedy asks that the assembly work for peace. He 

pushes his challenge to them with a warning of what the future might hold. 

He allows them two alternatives: if they accept his proposals they may 

save their planet, if they do not act they will be responsible for its an

nihilation. This view of the future is intended to show the consequences 

of failure to accept his challenge. It is done very effectively. The 

speaker concentrates on the more positive aspects of the future almost as 

though he were certain that the assembly was accepting his ideas.

Speech of October 22, 1962.

At seven p. m. Eastern Standard Time on October 22, 1962, President 

John F. Kennedy delivered, "An Address to the Nation," The speech was con

cerned with informing the American people of the details of the Cuban mis- 

sle crisis. This address was not an inspirational call for support; it 

was an announcement of a decision already made and ready for execution.

Analysis of Content. The President begins with a direct descrip

tion of the situation in Cuba and around its shores. He describes the

24Ibid., p. 618.
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potential danger of the missiles. He then outlines a seven point propo

sal that he has already directed to begin. Kennedy speaks briefly of 

the struggle for freedom by the Cuban people. Then he concludes his ad

dress with a strong warning that he intends to hold his nation in a firm 

stand against Soviety missile transport to Cuba, regardless of the conse

quences.

Analysis of the Proem. The President begins;

This Government, as promised, has maintained the closest 
surveilance of the Soviet military build-up on the is
land of Cuba. Within the past week, unmistakable evi
dence has established the fact that a series of offen
sive missile sites is now in preparation on the impri
soned island. The purpose of these bases can be none 
other than to provide a nuclear capability against the 
Western Hemisphere. Upon receiving the first prelimin
ary hard information of this nature last Thursday morn
ing (October 16) at 9:00 a.m., I directed that our sur
veilance be stepped up. And having now confirmed and 
completed our evaluation of the evidence and our deci
sion on the course of action, this Government feels 
obliged to report this new crisis to you in the fullest 
detai 1.25

The circumstances of this address confine the speaker to one type of intro

duction in order to be most effective. The audience had been informed of 

the crisis hourly by radio and television. It was not necessary that he 

develop their belief that his information was vital. It is only important 

that they realize that he intends to inform them of his intended course of 

action. Kennedy makes that intent very clear. The tone of his speech will 

be direct and brief. This tone dominates his introduction. The President

has used the intent introduction well in this introduction.

Analysis of Peroration. JFK concludes his message:

The path we have chosen for the present is full of haz
ards, as all paths are -- but it is the one most con-

25 Ibid., p. 226,
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stant with our character and courage as a nation and 
our commitments around the world. The cost of freedom 
is always high — but we Americans have always paid it.
And one path we shall never choose is the path of surren
der and submission. Our goal is not the victory of might 
but the vindication of right -- not peace at the expense 
of freedom, but both peace and freedom, here in this hem
isphere, and, we hope, around the world. God willing, 
that goal will be achieved. Thank you and good night.

President Kennedy is challenging the American people to accept the path 

that he has chosen. He adds an important ingredient of faith to his chai 

lenge and speaks as though the people had already voiced acceptance of hi 

Cuban policy. The speaker contrasts his position with the opposite alter 

native: submission and surrender. He contends that that position would 

be foreign to American heritage.

The President's challenge is unique in that it does not ask for 

support — it takes it for granted. Then the speaker goes on to commend 

his citizenry for their noble position. This method strengthens the con

clusion because the speaker is not compelled to plead rather to praise. 

Speech of July 26, 1963.

On July 26, 1963, President John F. Kennedy spoke of a test-ban 

agreement that had been signed that day by the United States, the United 

Kingdom and the Soviet Union. The treaty agreed not "to carry out any 

nuclear weapon test explosions ... in the atmosphere beyond its limits, 

including outer space, or under water, including territorial waters and 

under high seas."27

Analysis of Content. The President refers to the treaty as:

^Public Papers of the President of the United States: John F. 
Kennedy 1962.' United States Printing Office (Washington, D.C.. 19631.
P. 809.

^^Thonnsen, op. cit., p. 42.
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". . . a shaft of light out into the darkness."2^ The President tells 

the American people four things about the new treaty: 1) that it can 

be a step toward reducing world tension; 2) that it can be a step towards 

freeing the world from the fear and the danger of radioactive fall-out;

3) that it can be the beginning of the prevention of the spread of nuclear 

weapons to nations that did not have them then; 4) that the treaty can li

mit the nuclear arms race that will strengthen America's security far more 

than restricted testing.2^ JFK warns his people that the treaty is only 

a beginning. He admits that the treaty may be ignored or broken; but, he 

reminds them that this beginning should give them reason to at least hope 

for world peace.

Analysis of Proem. Kennedy begins:

I speak to you tonight in a spirit of hope. Eighteen 
years ago the advent of nuclear weapons changed the 
course of the world as well as the war. Since that 
time, all mankind has been struggling to escape from 
the darkening prospect of mass destruction on earth.
In an age when both sides have come to possess enough 
nuclear power to destroy the human race several times 
over, the world of communication and the world of free 
choice have been caught up in a vicious circle of con
flicting idealogy and interests. Each increase of ten
sion has produced an increase of arms; each increase of 
arms has produced an increase of tension.

JFK concentrates the strength of his introduction in an appeal to man's 

most powerful instinct, his will to survive. This introduction has made 

good use of referring to a vital concern. Kennedy also makes his intent 

clear. He says that he speaks with hope. His address will be centered on 

what the results of the treaty may hopefully be. He speaks of the increas

^Public Papers of the President of the United States: John F. 
Kennedy 1962, op. cit., p. 806.

^Public Papers of the President of the United States: John F. 
Kennedy 1962, U..S. Printing Office (Washington, D.C., 1964), p. 601.
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ing world tension over the arms race; his speech will be concerned with 

new hopes for lessening that tension. The President has made good use 

of this intent method of introduction because he introduces his topic 

directly. He has further filled the criteria for the intent method by 

stating clearly the position he will take in dealing with that topic.

Analysis of Peroration. President Kennedy concludes:

According to an ancient Chinese proverb, "A journey of 
a thousand miles must begin with a single step."
My fellow Americans, let us take that first step. Let 
us, if we can, step back from the shadows of war and 
seek out the way of peace. And if that journey is a 
thousand miles or even more, let history record that we, 
in this land, at this time, took the first step.31

The President makes excellent use of a quotation in this conclusion. The 

quotation is an old Chinese proverb that is familiar to most Americans. 

Part of the suggested criteria for a quotation was that it be familiar. 

Kennedy uses the quotation and makes it bear directly upon his message.

He uses the idea of a single step and the distance of a thousand miles to 

make an appeal to his audience. The appeal is skillful; it promises the 

audience that if they back his treaty they will be remembered historically 

as peacemakers. The criteria of the quotation method requires that it de

mand the action from the audience that the speaker has been building up to 

This appeal asks only that Americans hope that the treaty can be a beginn

ing. Kennedy has built his entire speech around this hope. This conclu

sion then follows the criterion for an excellent appeal.

Ibid., p. 601.



CHAPTER IV

. . . There was in the lives of each of these men some
thing that is difficult for the printed page to capture-- 
and yet something reached the homes and enriched the her
itage of every citizen in every part of the land.

John F. Kennedy 
Profiles in Courage

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

I. CONCLUSIONS

Methods of Introduction.

Intent. This was the most recurring method used in the introduc

tion of the nine selected addresses. The intent method requires that the 

speaker establish the main focus of his speech clear in the introduction. 

It also requires that the tone of the introduction must match the tone of 

the entire speech. Kennedy's address often demanded action from his audi

ence. The intent method prepares an audience for some type of appeal to 

action. Kennedy made excellent use of this method each time he used it.

John Kennedy's writings are marked with directness; when speaking 

Kennedy usually got directly to the point. The intent method offers one 

of the most direct methods of introduction. Thus, the speaker made excel

lent use of the method most suited to his purposes and to his own style.

The Vital. A vital introduction utilizes reference to a vital con 

cern of the audience to capture the interest and concern of that audience. 

John F. Kennedy made use of this technique only in the addresses selected 

from the Congressional Period. In this early period it was necessary that 

Kennedy note the importance of the topic of the speech to his audience.
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As his political influence grew and his interests expanded to outside his 

own region, this method was no longer useful. The Congressman carefully 

documented his concerns in the early period to indeed make them seem of 

vital concern to audience. It is to his credit, as rhetorican, that Ken

nedy could sense that his topics no longer had to be defined as being vi

tal. The speaker abandons this method after his Congressional Period be

cause he realized that it is no longer reguired.

Common Bond. The common bond method of introduction was recognized 

as a very effective method of introduction because it required that the 

speaker be concerned with aligning his desires and aspirations with those 

of his audience. Kennedy uses this method of introduction often. The 

common bond method appears in each of the three periods. As an elected 

representative in each situation, Kennedy recognized the need to present 

his beliefs in such a way that they would be accepted by his audience. He 

has made a wise choice in continuing to utilize this method because its 

good effects remained applicable to John F. Kennedy throughout his career. 

As a man, who often spoke of the people, Kennedy made his concern for the 

peopel pronounced in choosing this method of introduction.

Simp!icity. An introduction that appeals to the audience because 

of its simplicity is a method recommended for a beginning speaker and for 

a speaker that is more concerned with content than with effect. Kennedy 

made use of this method in only the earliest period studied. The speech 

that was introduced in this manner contained only one very direct appeal. 

As Kennedy's political influence grew he spoke of ever increasingly import

ant subjects; he dealt with complex problems and their solutions. An in

troduction marked with simplicity in the later periods would have been
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i11-fitted to his purposes.

Respect. In each of the selected speeches Kennedy was inclined 

to introduce his speech by utilizing either the intent method of intro

duction or the respect method. The respect method focuses upon the good 

points of the audience and of the speaker in order to gain a favorable 

hearing. Kennedy utilized the respect method of introduction in every 

period. In each of the three speeches in which he relied upon the respect 

method of introduction, Kennedy was making an appeal to action to an assem

bly. Kennedy used this technique because the good will of his audience was 

necessary in order to put his proposal in effect. If a speaker is asking 

his audience to make a commitment to action he should utilize every method 

available to him to win their favor. Kennedy is aware that an appeal to 

the respect of his listeners is an excellent method. He utilizes that me

thod whenever he makes proposals in which he calls the particular assembly 

to take an action.

Methods of Conclusion.

Challenge. The challenge form of conclusion is the method most 

often used by all speakers. A challenge is made to an audience when the 

speaker wishes them to respond to the material he has presented in a cer

tain way. Kennedy made use of this technique in both the Presidential Cam

paign Period and the Presidential Period as he demanded action from the 

people. This form of conclusion seems well suited to Kennedy speeches be

cause his address was so often filled with reasons for change, with calls 

to action.

Appeal. The appeal styled conclusion was the method Kennedy used 

most frequently in the nine selected addresses. The appeal method is styl

ed after the conclusion used by the ancient orators. It requires a highly
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stylized form and if it is not done skillfully it can easily sound over

done. Kennedy's ability to make appeals ranks with examples like those 

given by authorities of public address, one of which was President Lincoln's 

conclusion in the second Inaugural Address. All of the addresses from the 

Presidential Campaign Period were concluded with an appeal type conclusion, 

as though the Senator had consciously improved his oratory.

The Presidential Period contained two excellent appeals. In both 

cases Kennedy skillfully asked the help of the American people. The Pres

ident has made a good choice in selecting the appeal method in these parti

cular speeches because the basic intention of these addresses is to win the 

audience over to the speaker's solution. It seemed Kennedy abandoned the 

simple methods of conclusion when he left Congress to campaign for the Pres

idency, and that he dressed up his oratory with more stylized speaking. One 

obvious instance of this is his shift to the most stylized of all conclusion 

the appeal method.

Summary. The summary conclusion is suggested by authorities for a 

speech in which the main points may need to be re-emphasized. Kennedy used 

this method of conclusion in the speeches selected from the Congressional 

Period. Although the summary conclusion can be helpful in leaving the aud

ience with the main points of the speech, it can also be very restrictive 

to the speaker who is interested in leaving a strong impression. If the 

conclusion is restricted to summary, very little persuasion can be accom

plished when it will be most effective. Kennedy seems to recognize that 

the summary conclusion is not best suited for persuasion. He relies on a 

summary as a beginning speaker, as he becomes more experienced John F. 

Kennedy selects more powerful methods of conclusion.
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Visualizing the Future. Kennedy uses the technique of visualizing 

the future in the last two selected addresses. At this point in his car

eer Kennedy was in a position in which his decisions could determine the 

future of the nation and of the world. He used this type of conclusion 

to show the consequences of his decisions by referring to the future as 

it might be. This type of conclusion powerfully underlines the importance 

of the speech to the audience. When Kennedy chose this method he was speak

ing of subjects that he believed to be of paramount importance. He demon

strated the importance of his topic to his audience by showing them how his 

decisions could effect their future. It is not remarkable that Kennedy 

used this method most often in speeches given in the Presidential Period: 

as President Kennedy could easily defend his predictions for he was then a

world leader.

Rounding Out theTtought. Kennedy never relies solely upon a quota

tion to conclude his speech; but, he does utilize a method called 'rounding 

out a thought1 in which he makes use of a quotation. In using this method 

the speaker draws conclusions from a quotation that strengthens the stance 

he has taken in his speech. In the only address in which Kennedy uses this 

method, from the Congressional Period, he chooses to differ with the thought 

presented in the quotation. He declares that the excerpt from the letter 

that he has quoted exemplifies the attitude that he has contended must change 

The authorities concluded that a speaker adds new power to his conclusion if 

he rounds out the thought of the conclusion in his own words. Use of this 

method illustrates that even in the earliest period, Kennedy was seeking a 

stronger method of conclusion. It also demonstrates that his technique for

conclusion varied even in the early period, as though he were seeking to
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improve his speech techniques.

Conciseness. The final criteria for effective conclusions demand

ed that the speaker make some type of clear direct appeal. The proem and 

the peroration of each of Kennedy's addresses was easily classified as to 

the methods utilized to compose it. Kennedy seemed, even from the begin

ning of his political career, able to sense the type of introduction and 

conclusion that was necessary and to construct such an introduction or con

clusion.

The Three Periods As Indicators of Change and Consistency.

The Congressional Period. The Congressional Period included all of 

Kennedy's public addresses from January of 1957 to July of 1960. The add

resses of this period were marked by the simpler of methods for introduc

tion and conclusion. John F. Kennedy was a man of little public exposure 

at the beginning of this period. His oratory was simple and direct. It 

was the oratory of a man of restricted concerns and influence.

The Presidential Campaign Period. The addresses selected from the 

second period which was from July 1960 to November of that same year, mark 

a drastic change in Kennedy's methods of introduction and conclusion. A 

change of the same dimension was made in Kennedy's political position: 

suddenly a junior Senator from Massachusetts is placed in the national 

limelight. That man responds by stylizing his speaking techniques. His 

public address now relies more heavily upon more formal methods of introduc 

tion and conclusion. As Kennedy became notably more concerned with winning 

the support of his audience, his speeches became ever increasingly concern 

ed with selling his ideas to a whole nation rather than to just a region.

The Presidential Period. The final division of the study of Kenne

dy's address included speeches given from January 1961 until October 1963.
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The responsibilities of the Presidency weigh heavily upon Kennedy's se

lection of methods of introduction and conclusion. As a leader, he now 

became very aware of the need to appeal for support from his listeners.

He often relies upon appeals and challenges that redirect the responsibil

ities of the nation to the people; but, Kennedy does not restrict himself 

to any particular form of introduction or conclusion. In one instance when 

he addressed the United Nations he displayed a great deal of awareness to

ward his position by reverting back to an appeal for their respect at the 

beginning. President Kennedy shows a great deal of careful analysis of 

each particular situation in his selection of methods to introduce and con

clude his speeches. The selection is evident in that, in this period, each 

of the methods selected are easily defined as the best that could possibly 

have been utilized in that particular situation.

From the above observations the author concludes that there was a 

definite shift in Kennedy's method of introducing and concluding his speech 

es. The observations also pointed out certain methods that were used 

throughout his career. In the final analysis the author concludes that 

any shift in Kennedy's method of introduction and conclusion was justified 

by advances in his political career.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY.

The purpose of this study was to discover the change and/or consis

tencies that occured in Kennedy's method of introduction and conclusion in 

his speeches during his political career. The first speech was delivered 

ten years after Kennedy was first elected to the House of Representatives.

His speaking prior to that time was not considered.
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This study made no attempt to determine the effectiveness of 

Kennedy's rhetoric. For example, no consideration is given to whether 

or not any legislative body acted upon any of his suggestions.

The study did not deal with the reasons for the changes or the

consi stencies.

Another study might not be limited to just the introduction and 

conclusion of the addresses. It might also contain other criteria for 

effective exposition and proof.

There are still many areas which remain for further study.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

A. Books

Auer, Jefferey J., The Rhetoric of Our Times, New York, Meredith 
Corp., 1969.

Brigance, William Norwood, Speech: Its Techniques and Disciplines In 
a Free Society, 2nd ed., Wabash College, Appleton-Century 
Crofts, Inc., 1961, New York.

, Speech, 2nd ed., New York Appleton-Century Crofts, Inc.,
1961.

Buehler, E. C., and Linkugel, William A., Speech: A First Course, New 
York, Harrer & Brother, 1962.

Burns, James McGregor, John Kennedy, New York, The Hearst Corp., 1960.

El son, E. F., Peck, Alberta, and others, The Art of Speaking, Boston,
Ginn & Co., 1970.

Golden, James L, and Corbett, Edward P. J., The Rhetoric of Blair, Camp
bell and Whately, New York, Holt Rinehart & Winston, Inc., 1968.

Grey, Giles Wilderson and Braden, Waldo W., Public Speaking: Princi
ples and Practice, 2nd ed., New York, Harper & Row, 1963.

Kennedy, John F., Profiles in Courage, New York, Harper Brothers, 1955.

Kraus, Sidney (ed.), The Great Debates, Bloomington, Indiana University 
Press, 1962.

Kruger, Arthur N., Effective Speaking: A Complete Course, New York, 
Litton Education Publishing Inc., 1970.

Laskey, Victor, J.F.K.: The Man and The Myth, New York, The MacMillan 
Co. 1963.

Lincoln, Evelyn, My Twelve Years with John F. Kennedy, New York, David 
McKay Co., Inc., 1965.

McCall, Roy C., and Cohen, Herman, Fundamentals of Speech: The Theory 
and Practice of Oral Communication, 2nd ed., New York, The Mac
Millan Co., 1963.

Monroe, Alan H., Principles and Types of Speech, 5th ed., Chicago, Scott, 
Foresman & Co., 1962.

The New International Dictionary, 2nd ed., Springfield, G. & C. Merriam 
Co., 1958, pp. 1825, 1975.

The New Standard Dictionary of the English Language, 2nd ed., New York, 
Funk & Wagnell Co., 1960, pp. .841, 1978.



Robinson, Lloyd, The Hopefuls, New York, Doubleday & Co., 1966.

Salinger, Pierre and Vanocur, Sander (eds.), A Tribute to John F.
Kennedy, Chicago Encyclopedia Britannica Inc., 1964.

Soper, Paul L., Basic Public Speaking, 3rd ed., New York, Oxford Uni
versity Press, 1963.

Thonssen, Lester (ed.), Representative American Speeches: 1961-62,
Vol. 34, #4, New York, H. W. Wilson Co., 1962.

, Selected Readings in Rhetoric and Public Speaking, New York, 
H. W. Wilson Co., 1942.

Weaver, Andrew and Ness, Ordan Gerhard, The Fundamentals and Forms of 
Speech, New York, The Odyssey Press, 1957.

Whalen, Richard J., The Founding Father: The Story of Joseph P. Kennedy, 
Flew York, The New American Library of World Literature, Inc., 1964.

B. Government Publications

Final Report of the Committee on Commerce, Part III, The Joint Appearances
of John F. Kennedy and Vice-President Richard M. Nixon and Other
1960 Campaign Presentations, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
(Washington, D.C., 1961).

John F. Kennedy: A Compedium of Speeches, Statements and Remarks Deliver
ed During His Service in the United States Senate, United States 
Printing Office (Washington, D.C., 1964).

Public Papers of the President of the United States: John F. Kennedy,
January 20 to December 21, 1961, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
(Washington, D.C., 1962).

____________, January 1 to December 31 , 1962, U. S. Government Printing
Office (Washington, DC., 1963).

____________ , January 1 to November 22, 1963, U. S. Government Printing
Office (Washington, DC., 1964).


