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3Presentation Outline

• Brief history of the liberal arts

• The purpose of a liberal arts education

• The goals of a liberal arts education

• Modern criticisms

• Liberal arts and our search for wisdom



4A Brief History 

Raphael’s School of Athens

https://globuswarwick.com/2018/02/06/schools-of-athens-liberal-arts-and-global-challenges/



5A Brief History What Are the Liberal Arts? 



6The Purpose of Our Education

“A University training is the great ordinary 

means to a great but ordinary end; it aims at 

raising the intellectual tone of society, at 

cultivating the public mind, at purifying the 

national taste, at supplying true principles to 

popular enthusiasm and fixed aims to popular 

aspiration, at giving enlargement and sobriety 

to the ideas of the age, at facilitating the 

exercise of political power, and refining the 

intercourse of private life.” - Blessed John Henry 

Newman, The Idea of a Catholic University 



7The Aim of Our Education 

5 goals of a liberal arts education 

• Develop effective modes of thought

• Develop a perspective of one’s place in humanity

• Discover and develop one’s avenues to aesthetic 

experiences 

• To prepare one to make professional decisions

• Gain some understanding of one’s natural and 

institutional environments 



8Modern Criticisms 

• Irrelevant 

• Useless

• Financially irresponsible

• The job market needs 

technical skill not PhDs



https://www.aamc.org/media/6061/download



https://dailynous.com/value-of-philosophy/charts-and-graphs/

Thanks for the data, Dr. Glow



11Rousseau’s Critique

• A & S are born from our vices

• Take time from the activities that are 
truly important 
• Patriotism

• Taste

• Courage 

Discourse on the Arts and Sciences – Second Part



12Liberal Learning and Our Search for Wisdom

Practical wisdom (phronesis): the sum 

of knowledge of carrying out 

appropriate functions in all moral 

areas including courage, generosity, 

friendliness, etc. 
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“It seems to be characteristic of the practically wise person to be able to 

deliberate nobly about what is good and beneficial to himself, not in 

particular respects, such as what conduces to health or strength, but about 

what conduces to living well as a whole.” - Aristotle
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15Sometimes the best lessons we learn are from 
our mistakes

•The Thorn Birds – Colleen McCullough

•The Great Gatsby- F. Scott Fitzgerald 

•The Myth of Sisyphus- Albert Camus

•The Consolation of Philosophy- Boethius

•Under the Banner of Heaven- Jon Krakauer

•12 Rules For Life- Dr. Jordan Peterson

•Feeling Good- Dr. David D. Burns

•Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon – Patty Lovell

•Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus- Mo Willems

•Organic Chemistry 9th Ed. – Leroy Wade, et. al
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Questions?




