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Introduction 

● Both texts explore the complicated nature of love and marriage, especially for 

women.

● While this romantic connection can be fulfilling, women are often forced to 

occupy a subservient role in these relationships. 

● We need relationships with other people: that’s how we understand ourselves 

and the world around us. 

● These texts prioritize this romantic love, which is often detrimental in one way 

or another to these characters, while platonic relationships are mostly 

ignored. 



The Wife of Bath’s Tale 

● “they all loved me so well, by God above/I never did set value on their love!/A 

woman wise will strive continually/To get herself loved, when she's not, you 

see.”

● Alison uses love to gain control over her husbands, because she is aware of 

this double standard. However, she seems to internalize the notion that one 

partner must have control over the other.

● This is evidenced by her tale, which claims to support a women’s 

“sovereignty”, but ends with the hag of her tale becoming a perfectly obedient 

wife. 



Janie & Jody 

● “It had called her to gaze upon a mystery… It connected itself with other 

vaguely felt matters that had struck her outside observation and buried 

themselves in her flesh. Now they emerged and quested about her 

consciousness”

● Janie wants to experience love and is naturally curious about the world 

around her.

● However, her husband expects her to be obedient to him, acting as a trophy 

wife to display his own power. 

● “he wanted her submission and he’d kept on fighting until he felt he had it”



The Franklin’s Tale 

● Dorigen and Arveragus enter into a marriage of equals, “except for the 

appearance of sovereignty”. 

● Franklin offers a more nuanced view of love, arguing that “When mastery 

comes, the God of Love immediately/ Beats his wings, and farewell, he is 

gone!/Love is a thing free as any spirit./Women, by nature, desire liberty,/And 

not to be constrained like a slave;/And so do men, if I shall say the truth.”

● Even though they are supposed to be equals, by the end of the story, 

Arveragus instructs Dorigen how to act, displaying his “mastery” over her. 



Janie and Teacake 

● Janie has a strong sense of self-worth, “she had found a jewel down inside 

herself and she had wanted to walk where people could see her and gleam it 

around”

● Teacake is the first person to “see” her in this way, and she finds fulfillment in 

this marriage. 

● However, he often victimizes her over the course of the novel, hitting her in 

order to “reassure him in [his] possession” and stealing money from her



Bonds of Friendship

● While Alison, Dorigen, and Janie are frequently victimized by the men who 

are supposed to love them, they do have other important relationships

● They all have close female friends, Alison mentions her friend Alice and her 

niece. Dorigen’s friends attempt to console her when Arvergus is away, until  

the imprint of their consolation,/Through which her great sorrow began to be 

relieved;/...Her friends saw her sorrow began to slacken/And prayed her on 

their knees, for God's sake,/To come and walk about in company,/away to 

drive her dark imagining”

● Janie’s friend Phoeby is crucial to the framing structure of the novel, and 

Janie feels encouraged to tell the story of her life through the presence of this 

friend. 



Conclusion

● It seems obvious to say that platonic relationships are just as important as 

romantic ones, but these texts illustrate this often forgotten fact.

● In the same way that these characters are defined by their romantic proximity 

to the men in their lives, we are often expected to define ourselves by our 

romantic relationships. 

● What can love accomplish? It determines our sense of identity, for better or 

worse: while romantic love can offer a sense of connection and fulfillment, it 

often enforces structural inequalities and can undermine one’s sense of self-

worth. 


