
What Can Love Accomplish?
The Constructive and Destructive Impacts of Love on the Self in Their 
Eyes Were Watching God and King Lear



Background for Their 
Eyes Were Watching 
God



Love in Their Eyes Were Watching God
❖ “He could be a bee to her blossom–a pear tree blossom in the spring. He seemed to be 

crushing scent out of the world with his footsteps. Crushing aromatic herbs with 
every step he took” (106).

❖ “He drifted off into sleep and Janie looked down on him and felt a self-crushing love. 
So her soul crawled out from its hiding place” (128).

❖ “She pulled in her horizon like a great fish-net.” (193).



Betrayal in Their Eyes 
Were Watching God

❖ “She had no more blossomy openings 
dusting pollen over her man, neither any 
glistening young fruit where the petals used 
to be. She found that she had a host of 
thoughts she had never expressed to 
him…Things packed up and put away in 
parts of her heart where he could never find 
them” (72).

❖ “She had found a jewel down inside herself 
and she had wanted to walk where people 
could see her and gleam it around…This 
freedom feeling was fine” (90).



Background for King 
Lear

King Lear

Goneril ReganCordelia

Gloucester

Edgar Edmund



Love in King Lear
❖ “I cannot heave/ My heart into my mouth. I love your 

Majesty/ According to my bond, no more nor less” 
(1.1.100-102).

❖ “O, my dear father; restoration hang/ Thy medicine on 
my lips, and let this kiss/ Repair those violent harms 
that my two sisters/ Have in thy reverence made” 
(4.7.31-34). 

❖ “Met I my father with his bleeding rings,/ Their 
precious stones new lost; became his guide,/ Led him, 
begged for him, saved him from despair” 
(5.3.225-227).



Betrayal in King Lear
❖ “O most small fault,/ How ugly didst thou 

in Cordelia show,/ Which, like an engine, 
wrenched my frame of/ nature/ From the 
fixed place, drew from my heart all love/ 
And added to the gall!” (1.4.278-283)

❖ “<This> tempest in my mind/ Doth from 
my senses take all feeling else/ Save what 
beats there./ Filial ingratitude!” (3.4.15-17)

❖ “O my follies! Then Edgar was abused./ 
Kind gods, forgive me that, and prosper 
him” (3.7.110-111).

❖ “[H]is flawed heart/ (Alack, too weak the 
conflict to support)/ ‘Twixt two extremes 
of passion, joy and grief,/ Burst smilingly” 
(5.3.233-235).



Comparison

Love

❖ “Love’s not love/ When it is 
mingled with regards that stands/ 
Aloof from th’ entire point” 
(1.1.275-277).

❖ “Dis ain’t no business proposition, 
and no race after property and titles. 
Dis is uh love game.” (114). 

Betrayal
❖ “[L]ove ain’t somethin’ lak uh 

grindstone dat’s de same thing 
everywhere and do de same thing 
tuh everything it touch. Love is lak 
duh sea. It’s uh movin’ thing, but 
still and all, it takes its shape from 
de shore it meets, and it’s different 
with every shore” (191).
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Questions?


