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Introduction
What is most necessary to improve human condition?
● Is it possible to improve human condition?

Introduction
Marx: “[The Communists] openly declare that
their ends can be attained only by the forcible
overthrow of all existing social conditions.
Let the ruling classes tremble at a
Communistic revolution. The proletarians
have nothing to lose but their chains. They
have a world to win.” (The Communist
Manifesto, 91)

T .S. Eliot:
A crowd ﬂowed over London Bridge, so many,
I had not thought death had undone so many.
(The Waste Land, ll. 62–63.)

Marx’s Dialectic: Thesis, antithesis, synthesis
“The history of all
hitherto existing
society is the history
of class struggle.”
(Marx, 50)
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Polarization of society
Bourgeoisie: the oppressors, rule and
maintain themselves stable at the top by
taking advantage of the manufacturing
capitalist system.
Proletariat: the oppressed, support
terrible existing conditions and suffer
alienation of labor

Alienation of Labor
●

“These labourers, who must sell
themselves piecemeal, are a
commodity, like every other article
of commerce, and are
consequently exposed to all the
vicissitudes of competition, to all
the ﬂuctuations of the market.”
(Marx, 58)

●

Division of labor, ﬁnancial
hardship and technology
advancements make them
replaceable.

Revolution
●
●

The proletariat’s conditions are miserable
because of the alienation of labor
Constant growth of the proletariat
○

●

●

Development of class consciousness

Violent revolution that will take down the
capitalistic system to establish a
communist system that will eliminate
classes
Worth it despite the risk of it going
sideways and “common ruin of the
contending classes .” (Marx, 50)

T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land (1922)
●
●

Europe has been impoverished
Values have been shaken

●

Reﬂection on regeneration

The Fisher King
●
●

Brought from Perceval: The Story of
the Grail
Shown as decadent and hurt
○

●

“Here one can neither stand or lie or sit.”
(Eliot, The Waste Land, l. 340)

Represents a calm, idealized past.

A rat crept softly through the vegetation
Dragging its slimy belly on the bank
While I was ﬁshing in the dull canal
On a winter evening round behind the
gashouse
Musing upon the king my brother's wreck
And on the king my father's death before
him.
(Eliot, The Waste Land, ll. 187–192)

Ending of the poem: Learnings from The Upanishads
Datta: “give” but in a sense of giving money to homeless
people or those more in need than oneself.
Dayadhvam: “sympathize” but its meaning is that of a very
deep empathy towards others, even in disagreement
Damyata: “control” regarding the self-control of one’s
own actions and thoughts in order to display the upmost
respect towards others.
Shantih, “the Peace that passeth understanding.”

Thoughts on the concept of revolution
Necessary items:
● Rejection of the existing government’s authority
● An attempt to replace it with another government
● Engage extra-constitutional means
Not necessarily violent by deﬁnition
(Allen Buchanan, “Revolution,” in The Stanford Encyclopedia
of Philosophy, ed. Edward N. Zalta, Fall 2017 (Metaphysics
Research Lab, Stanford University, 2017),
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2017/entries/revoluti
on/.)

Comparing Marx and Eliot’s thoughts
Marx: supports a violent revolution
● Proletariat has hit rock bottom
in their life conditions
● Much larger mass than
bourgeoisie
● Will eliminate classes by
establishing a communist
system, which will improve
human condition

Eliot: supports a revolution of
values
● Even he is not completely
convinced that his method will
have a positive impact
○

○
○

“I sat upon the shore / Fishing,
with the arid plain behind me /
Shall I at least set my lands in
order?” (Eliot, ll. 424–426)
Is human condition bound to
failure?
Datta, Dayadhvam, Damyata are
nonetheless necessary conditions
to achieve Shantih

Conclusion
Neither Marx nor Eliot make compelling arguments in favor of the possibility of
really improving human condition.
At best, it seems to be as hard as ﬁnding the Holy Grail, applying Datta,
Dayadhvam, Damyata to our lives.
However, it is in our own nature to hope for the best and keep trying
Our lives can be improved through Datta, Dayadhvam, Damyata and help each of us
get closer to Shantih.

