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Background

• Confederate battle flag has been point of 
contention for decades in the United States. 

• (e.g., Glaser, 2000; Leib, 1995; Leib et al. 2000; Lippard et al., 2017; Orey, 2004; Reingold & Wike; 1998; Sinclair 
Chapman, 2018; Strother et al., 2017; Wright & Esses, 2017) 

• Debate about what the Confederate flag 
symbolizes and is a polarizing topic. 

• (Leib, 1995; Lippard, 2017)

• Total of three studies conducted 

• Examine connections between pro-confederate 
flag ideologies, other antisocial ideologies, and 
racial discrimination 



Background 

• Three perspectives determined for views of the confederate flag
• The Confederate flag symbolizes discrimination and racism 

• Close associations with slavery, White Supremacy groups, and opposition to the 
Civil Rights Movement (Reingold & Wike, 1998; Webster & Leib, 2002; Woliver et al., 2001)

• The Confederate flag symbolizes southern heritage
• Represents Southern identity and culture (Reingold & Wike, 1998)

• The Confederate flag symbolizes rebellion 
• Support of the flag is not isolated to the South, but is found in Northern states 

as well (Holyfield et al., 2009; Leib, 1995; Lippard, 2017)

• Hypothesis: Exposure to pro-confederate flag arguments will be 
associated with greater discrimination in helping situations. 



Methods

• Asked to help either a black or 
white researcher
• How much do you want to help by 

participating in this study?

• How beneficial to science do you 
think this study is?

• How valuable do you think this study 
is?

• True nature of the study was 
revealed in debriefing 

• Participants recruited over Mturk
• N=187

• Only white participants were included 

in analysis 

• Randomly assigned to one of three 

manipulations 
• “I Have Something to Say” Blog Post

• Racism, Heritage, Rebellion

• Asked whether or not they agree 



I Have Something to Say. 

People have been talking a lot about racism in the United States. Every time we have this conversation, 

someone brings up the Confederate Flag. Some people say that the flag stands for nothing more than 

racism. Other people say that the flag is a symbol of their heritage and independence.

I’m weighing in, because I have something to say.

The Confederate Flag stands for Racism, Hatred, and Intimidation. Here are a few of the reasons why:  

The Civil War was about slavery. The Confederate States seceded from the United States because they 

wanted to preserve “their right” to enslave millions of people. 

The founders of the Confederacy were clear about White Supremacy and slavery: “the great truth, that 

the Negro is not equal to the White man; that slavery—subordination to the superior race—is his natural 

and normal condition.” 

The Confederate Flag is embraced by White Supremacy groups like the KKK, flown at pro-White rallies, 

and displayed during acts of violence against Black people. 

For many African Americans, their ancestors were enslaved by the millions in the South. Displays of the 

Confederate Flag trivialize their pain, their history, and their concerns about racism.

It is wrong to wear the confederate flag on t-shirts, hats, and belts. People should not be allowed to fly 

the flag outside of their home or display it as a bumper sticker on their car. Confederate flags and 

monuments should be removed from public spaces and events. The Confederate flag is a symbol of 

Racism, and that’s what I had to say.   



Results

DO YOU WANT TO HELP BY 
PARTICIPATING IN THIS STUDY? 

HOW BENEFICIAL TO SCIENCE 
DO YOU THINK THIS STUDY IS? 

HOW VALUABLE DO YOU THINK 
THIS STUDY IS? 



Do you want to help 
by participating in 
this study? 

Significant three-way interaction: F (2, 172) = 
4.24, p = .02.

Participants were less likely to indicate that they 
would help a black researcher if they disagreed 
with the article about racism than if they 
disagreed with the article about rebellion.
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How beneficial to 
science do you think 
this study is? 

Significant three-way interaction: F (2, 173) = 3.60, p = 
.03.

Participants who disagreed with the article about 
rebellion were slightly more (marginal significance) 
likely to think the black researcher’s study was 
beneficial to science than those who disagreed with the 
racism article.
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How valuable do you 
think this study is?

Significant three-way interaction: F (2, 173) = 
10.72, p = .000.

Participants who disagreed with the article 
about rebellion were more likely to think the 
black researcher’s study was valuable than 
those who disagreed with the racism article.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Heritage Rebellion Racism Heritage Rebellion Racism

Agree Disagree

White Black



Conclusion

• Individuals are less likely to help the black researcher’s 
study due to a perceived threat to their freedom posed 
by the previously read article

•Rosenberg & Siegel, 2018

Reactance effect

• Guilt regarding their previous response causes individuals 
to go out of way to help black researcher

•Davis, 2000

Bending over backwards effect


