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“ “

He was a builder of bridges, 
never of walls, and he was always 
the first to cross any bridge he built, 
smiling his disarming smile and 
offering the hand of friendship.
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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

Three months into my new role as the 18th president of Carroll College and I am both honored and 
humbled to be at the helm of such an exceptional institution. Thank you for placing your trust in me 
to lead Carroll into what promises to be an exciting future for the College and our students. 

While summer is generally a time to catch our breath and begin preparations for the coming academic year, this 
summer has been anything but quiet. New academic initiatives have been developed, such as our new data science 
major to respond to demands in the workplace and the Carroll Early Access program, designed to introduce local 
high school students to the college experience. We’ve hired a new Vice President for Enrollment Management and 
Marketing in Dr. Chato Hazelbaker, and work is underway to transform the Corette Library into a state-of-the-art 
Learning Commons which will serve as the academic hub of the campus. (“An Oasis of Learning,” page 14.)

Also, in this summer 2018 issue of the Carroll Magazine, we share with you the experiences our students encountered 
during their winter study abroad to Cuba, an island “in so many ways unknown and seemingly unknowable,” as 
recounted by history professor Dr. Jeanette Fregulia. We explore the evolution of our students’ faith experience in 
“Walking in Faith as a Carroll Saint,” and share stories on how our internship program is preparing our students 
in new ways for their careers following college. In addition, don’t miss the Q&A with Carroll alumni Matthew 
’96 and Erin ’96 (King) Eussen as they recount their experiences navigating the world of diplomacy abroad.

Please join me in expressing my gratitude to Fr. Stephen Rowan for serving as interim president and 
guiding the college during this past year of transition. This spring also saw the departure of Helena 
Bishop and Chancellor of the College, The Most Rev. Bishop George Leo Thomas, to become Bishop of 
Las Vegas as appointed by Pope Francis. Bishop Thomas has served Carroll and the Helena community 
long and with loving compassion, and his discerning and thoughtful guidance will be missed. 

We are very fortunate to have longtime board member Monsignor Kevin O’Neill ’73, serving as Acting Chancellor 
of the College and also the newly appointed chair of the Carroll College Board of Trustees. In addition, we 
welcomed five new members to our board this summer: Mike Dalton ’73, Helena Market President (retired) for 
First Interstate Bank; Thomas J. Downey, CPCU, Sr. Vice President of PayneWest Insurance; Fr. Craig Hanley, 
Pastor of St. John Paul II Catholic Church in Bigfork; Ms. Theresa Racicot ’72, former First Lady of Montana; and 
Dr. Joyce Stewart, Assistant Superintendent of Everett Public Schools. These new appointees bring a breadth of 
experience and I am looking forward to our work ahead. I extend my deepest thanks to departing board members: 
Fr. Tom Haffey ’65, Ray Kuntz ’77, Ben Niedermeyer ’73, Bishop Thomas ’72, and former chair John Walda.

Sadly, this summer saw the passing of two cherished members of Carroll’s family, Archbishop 
Raymond Hunthausen and Coach Bob “Putter” Petrino, Sr. Both men left an indelible mark on the 
college and we are forever grateful for having had them be such an important part of Carroll’s 
story. Look for stories on both in the upcoming winter issue of the Carroll Magazine. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to guide Carroll College into a bright and productive future and I look forward to 
connecting with you, our alumni and friends, as I travel to many communities across Montana and the Northwest this 
coming year. I enjoy hearing from all of you as well, so please feel free to reach out to me at president@carroll.edu.

All the best,

John E. Cech, Ph.D.
President

President's Message
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“

“

       Thank you for 
placing your trust in 
me to lead Carroll into 
what promises to be 
an exciting future
for the College and 
our students.

— President John E. Cech



August 21, 1921–July 22, 2018
ARCHBISHOP RAYMOND G. HUNTHAUSEN 

Farewell to a  Treasured Saint

With the passing of Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen on July 22, 2018, our community 
lost a treasured member of the Carroll College family. The Archbishop touched many 
lives during his lifetime and he left an extraordinary legacy at Carroll. He served many 
roles at Carroll including student (class of 1943), professor, coach, athletic director 
and ultimately, president. He was Carroll’s youngest serving president to date who at 
35 years of age took on the leadership of the college from 1957–1962. From the trees 
he planted, to the Hunthausen Activity Center which he inspired, to the Hunthausen 
Center for Peace and Justice which carries forth his life’s work to advocate for peace, 
social justice and the overlooked in society, his spirit continues to grace campus. He 
has inspired generations through his extraordinary example of service to the human 
family and he will be immeasurably missed. 

Several years ago, the Archbishop shared these thoughts about Carroll,

The Archbishop was a gift to us as well. The road that bears his name—Hunthausen 
Way—encircles the heart of campus and reminds all who come here that they are 
forever embraced by a true Carroll Saint. 

Look for additional coverage of Archbishop Hunthausen in the winter 2019 issue of 
the Carroll Magazine. Please share your stories and recollections of the Archbishop 
as professor, coach, president or bishop by sending them to news@carroll.edu. 

I know that God lives on Carroll’s campus but 

maybe it’s more tangible here. Without knowing 

it, without saying it, without speaking about 

it, students, faculty and staff are just more 

aware of that reality. And that’s a great gift.

“

“

Photos courtesy of the Hunthausen family and Carroll College.
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t is no secret that the 
world beyond the 

boundaries of Helena and 
the United States holds for 
me an irresistible allure 
that continues leading far 
down Robert Frost’s “road 
less traveled.” And yet, 

although I am happy 
traveling on my own, 
being a part of the 

education abroad experiences of Carroll 
students and members of the community 
brings an expected grace. January 2018 was 
no exception as Shannon Ackeret, Assistant 
Director of Global Education, and I planned 
and led a study abroad to Cuba, a country, 
that to be honest, may have been on my 
seemingly endless life list, yet nevertheless 
remained inaccessible. Had it not been for 
the students of Carroll, there it would have 
remained—distant, unattainable. As anyone 
who works with students knows, however, 
once they get an idea, they are seldom 
deterred. Not satisfied with platitudes and 
vague pronouncements like, “Cuba, great 
idea,” there we were, Shannon and I, with 
well-attended informational meetings and 
a growing list of interested participants. 
What follows are some reflections, part mine 
and part Shannon’s, of our journey to an 
island ninety miles off the Florida Keys but 
in so many ways unknown and seemingly 
unknowable, especially for many of us born 
after the revolution led by Fidel Castro in 
1959. For us, Cuba belonged to books, to news 
reports, and to friendships with those who 
themselves, or their parents, left Cuba.

Like all faculty-led study abroad experiences, this one began with ruminations on theme, 
educational outcomes, not-to-be-missed sites, and the organizational necessities of getting 
from here to there and back again with everyone safe albeit changed after an encounter 
with the world. We were relatively confident that we had an itinerary with merit, but who 
knew that the students needed music and dancing, two items conspicuously missing? 
Add those to the list. Oh, and be sure that the time includes more than just Havana. Done. 
From this collaboration emerged “Cuba from Colonialism to Revolution.” Amidst new 
travel restrictions intended to undo efforts begun under the previous administration, our 
group went forward, all fifteen of us—students, alumni, and family members. Landing 
in Havana on a warm and sunny January afternoon, and met by a faculty member in 
the History Department at the University of Havana—who would not just be our guide 
through the intricacies of daily life in Cuba but would become a friend—Cuba beckoned.

JEANETTE M. FREGULIA
Ph.D., Associate Professor 
& Chair of the History 
Department
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While I could devote this entire article to 
how two weeks in Cuba left an indelible 
mark, I will save that to the end, as I suspect 
many readers are interested in what we 
saw, what we did, and maybe even what we 
ate. To give these some context, our days 
followed a general pattern—lectures in the 
morning on topics ranging from history to 
culture to music, with sites and experiences 
in the afternoon. Given the general lack of 
knowledge about Cuba, this proved something 
of a winning formula. From experts, we traced 
Cuba’s story from the landing of Christopher 
Columbus and those that followed through 
its war for independence from Spain (1895-
1898) to the complicated history that Cuba 
has with the United States, a relationship 
that began with the Spanish-American War 
and continues evolving. For Shannon, the 
highlights began with visiting the Plaza de 
la Revolución and the José Martí Memorial 
in Havana where Fidel Castro, in 1960, gave 
his Declaration of Havana to over one million 
people. These experiences were followed by 
taking a beautiful drive through Havana 

in a very colorful classic car, exploring Old 
Havana, visiting the gravesites of Fidel 
Castro and Cuban national hero of the War 
for Independence José Martí in Santiago de 
Cuba, and the casa particulars (homestays) 
we enjoyed throughout our time in Cuba. 
Along with these, I would add that our tour of 
an old sugar plantation near Trinidad, now a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, walks along the 
Malecón (the path that follows the sea in Old 
Havana), and indulging in a Cuban national 
past time, watching the world go by from 
the vantage point of an upper floor terrace, 
all left me breathless. Oh, and ziplining near 
Trinidad. The same student who gave us no 
peace until Cuba started to look like a reality 
was also the instigator of this experience, 
and a truly thrilling one it was for a number 
of us, myself and Shannon included. 

Here are some additional truisms. That 
famous sandwich the Cubano is a food group, 
the coffee is every bit as great as people 
may have heard, and the rum is also pretty 
good. The old colonial buildings, which have 

inspired a renovation frenzy in Havana, are 
stunning reminders both of the wealth that 
flowed through Cuba, and the misery that 
the accumulation of that wealth inflicted on 
so many. The music and dance are powerful 
reflections of Cuba’s multi-cultural past and 
present, and the forts and castles that can be 
found all over the island stand as reminders 
of Cuba’s importance to Spain during and 
after the Age of Exploration. Finally, those 
seeking images of Fidel Castro will be 
disappointed, as Castro left clear instructions 
that he not be portrayed after this death.

It cannot remain unremarked that most of 
the people in Cuba, despite signs of a rising 
prosperity due in large part to increased 
tourism, are also monetarily poor, paid in the 
national currency of lesser value than what is 
used by visitors, and reliant on a food ration 
card called a libreta. The food we enjoyed, quite 
different from the daily diet, our ability to 
travel, and our evenings sitting on the porch 
of Havana’s Hotel Presidenté chatting about 
the day’s events over a drink, were simply not 

OPENING SPREAD PHOTO n  Fidel Castro's grave, Santiago de Cuba n  THIS PAGE LEFT TO RIGHT n  Museum of the Revolution, Havana n  Learning from a Cuban potter, Havana  n Torre Iznaga, Valle de los Ingenios    (sugar plantation) near Trinidad n   Colon Cemetery, Havana n  Brightly painted homes, Trinidad n  Touring Havana in a classic car n  At the beach near Trinidad n  Jose Marti Memorial, Havana
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available to most Cubans. This contrast caused 
one of our students to struggle mightily as she 
came face to face with our enormous privilege. 

Aside from what we saw and experienced, 
most importantly, “Cuba from Colonialism 
to Revolution” was a chance to learn, all of 
us for ourselves, about a country that has 
loomed large in the history and imagination 
of the United States for over a century, and 
was part of the European colonial enterprise, 
and the history of African slavery, long 
before that. We visited churches that speak 
to Cuba’s history of Catholicism. We learned 
about the Santeria—Afro-Cuban religious 
beliefs and traditions that came to the island 
with the Yoruba people of Nigeria and parts 
of Benin—at the Casa de Africa in Havana. 
We explored the home of the famous expat 
Ernest Hemingway. We spent time on the 
ground, with the people, living in their 
homes, sharing meals with them, listening 
to their stories, traversing their countryside. 
All of this revealed what we suspected all 
along—that nations and governments may 

enact embargoes, restrict travel, and vilify 
one another, but people see things quite 
differently. Greeted with warmth, a desire to 
learn, and openness to a new perspective, the 
people of Cuba, like elsewhere, wanted to know 
and like us every bit as much as we wanted to 
be known and liked by them. Open about the 
pain decades of a U.S. blockade had imposed, 
but not any less blind to the missteps of 
their own government than we in the United 
States are to ours, we saw for ourselves the 
resilience of a people with a history too long 
overshadowed by a single event, albeit one 
that cannot be separated from Cuba’s present. 
I like to think that we brought back with us 
knowledge that no people, no place should be 
reduced to such a narrow understanding. 

I close quoting Shannon who cites the words 
of Jose Marti, “’charm is a product of the 
unexpected,’ and I certainly didn’t expect to 
fall in love with Cuba, but I did!” Returning 

to travel as grace, something undeserved, I 
would add that it is also about gratitude for 
the generosity of our hosts, for the unbridled 
enthusiasm and moments of hilarity only 
students can provide, and for the privilege of 
fourteen days in a place that leaves me still 
both more and less clear about what my time 
there meant. Cuba is a conundrum where 
the past and the present collide in a nation 
that seeks to welcome a growing number of 
visitors long denied while simultaneously 
holding fast to its determination to remain 
true to itself, to create its future on its own 
terms. What more could one want than to be 
a part of that, even if just for a short time? 

“Study Abroad with Shannon and Jeanette” 
departs next for two weeks in Israel, Jordan, 
and Egypt in early June 2019. All are welcome. 

To learn more about Carroll’s study abroad programs, visit 
www.carroll.edu/academics/global-education. 
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or over forty years, Carroll College’s Campus 
Ministry program has been central to the 
Carroll experience—challenging students 

and shaping lives—so that whatever path we 
may take, we know there is a purpose in our lives and 

a grounding in our identity as part of something much 
greater. Through the years, students and staff have come 

and gone, programming and events are updated or added, 
and now with the addition of All Saints Chapel, how we 

gather to worship has changed. With these changes, you may 
wonder if the essence of the faith experience at Carroll is something 

altogether different than your own experience as a student. As 
an alum who has had the privilege of being on campus for many 

of those forty years, I believe the answer is both “yes” and “no,” and 
is one that reflects who Carroll is as a Catholic, diocesan college.

The opening of All Saints Chapel last fall (in what was 
formerly “Old North”) provides a location at the center of 

campus that has become the hub of Carroll’s spiritual life. The 
ability to worship together in a singular space—dedicated 

to the sacraments, holy in its reverence, and surrounded by 
the beauty of God’s creation—has had a profound effect on 

those who worship together each Sunday night in All Saints. 
However, the sense of community and the opportunity 

to “rest our hearts in God” is a constant theme that most 
Carroll students have experienced through the years. It is 

at the core of Carroll’s ministry to its students and can 
be found far beyond the walls of the new chapel.

PATTY WHITE Class of 1982

SPIRIT



“The heart of our program,” shared Fr. 
Marc Lenneman, Carroll College Chaplain 
and Director of Campus Ministry, “is the 
encounter with Jesus Christ. That encounter 
shapes everything—giving us our identity 
and our mission. Whether receiving Him in 
the Eucharist, hearing Him speak through 
the Scriptures, contemplating His beauty 
in creation, or discovering Him in others, 
especially through acts of service, everything 
we are about as a Catholic campus ministry 
moves from and directs us toward Christ.” 
Through their experiences in Campus 
Ministry, students can discover the unique 
calling God has placed on their hearts, 
thereby living lives of profound purpose 
marked by radical generosity. When leaving 
All Saints Chapel, the words of Jesus can be 
seen etched into the wood of the balcony as 
a reminder of this calling—“Without 
cost you have received, without cost 
you are to give.” (Matthew 10:8)

For decades, Carroll’s Campus Ministry 
program has provided retreats for students 
to step out of their day-to-day concerns and 
find space to listen to God, to look deeply 
within themselves, and to embrace the 
adventure of life lived beyond themselves. 
Students today have many opportunities 
to experience this through a very personal 
journey, one that is different for each 
student who decides to participate. 

Starting in the fall, freshmen and sophomore 
retreats are held at Legendary Lodge on 
Salmon Lake, 94 miles northwest of campus. 
Here, surrounded by Montana’s natural 
beauty, students of all faiths begin their 
faith journey at Carroll with one another 
or are reconnected with their classmates 
after the summer break. Each semester, 
students have the opportunity to participate 
in Search weekend, a retreat that has been 
a part of the Carroll experience for over 45 
years, or to venture outside and enjoy God’s 
creation during the February ski retreat. 

Over spring break, Campus Ministry embarks 
on excursions across the U.S. to locations such 
as East Los Angeles, Denver, Chicago, and 
Rochester, New York, as part of the Headlights 
immersion trips. While each community 
provides very different experiences, each 
trip focuses on an understanding of Catholic 
social teaching and provides opportunities 
to meet people whose lives are dedicated to 
social justice, to encounter people who live 
in the reality of poverty and homelessness, 
and to interact with immigrants. 

Over winter break, Headlights students are 
provided a similar immersion experience closer 
to home, traveling to Browning, Montana, to 
spend time with the Blackfeet people as well 
as the Christian Brothers and the volunteers at 
the De La Salle School. Participants come away 
with a better understanding of the realities and 
needs of the Blackfeet people and the economic, 
educational, cultural and social challenges 
they experience, as well as the beauty and 
wisdom that they have to offer the world. 
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Kelly Taft, who graduated this past May, led Carroll’s Family 
Promise activities this summer. Family Promise is a partnership with 

local churches to provide meals and housing for homeless families as 
they work with advocates to secure homes and employment in the Helena 
community. This fall, she begins a year of service with Mercy Volunteer Corps 

in Savannah, Georgia. Kelly shares her experience with Campus Ministry here.

The inscription in All Saints’ Chapel, 
“Without cost you have received; 
without cost you are to give,” reminds 

me that I have received God’s love 
without cost to me (John 3:16); now, it’s 

up to me to spread God’s love to the world. 
The funny thing is oftentimes we seek to serve 
others, but what happens is we get served 
ourselves. One of my favorite Campus Ministry 
activities is the spring and winter break 
Headlights trips. I went on my first Headlights 
trip my junior year to Los Angeles with our 
campus minister Dan Thies, who had each 
student share every night where we saw Jesus 
during the day. He said, “It’s really cool because 
at the beginning of the trip you might be 
stumped thinking about your day, and then by 
the end of the trip you’ll be actively seeking Jesus 
out every day.” I think that is the mission of 
every Christian—to actively seek Jesus out every 
day. In 2017, I had the opportunity to volunteer 
in a refugee camp in Greece, which was a dark 
time for me because I saw so much suffering 
and trauma that I questioned God’s goodness.  
Fr. Marc says that in time of hardship, we go 
back to the level of our training. At Carroll, I was 
trained to find Jesus every day. In the middle 
of my volunteering stint, I realized I had lacked 

in seeking out Jesus, so as 
I was sitting on the beach 
praying one day, I asked 
Jesus to come sit with me. 
Lo and behold, a young 
man came up to me and I 
thought in my mind, “that’s 
Jesus, right there.” He was 
a 20-something-year-old 
refugee from Afghanistan 
who, not wanting to stay in 
the former military prison 
turned refugee camp, was 
living in an abandoned 
building known to have 

fights every night. Who would’ve thought that 
Jesus would come to me in the person of a 
refugee? I realized in the midst of my desolation, 
Jesus wants to meet me right where I am and 
love me for who I am. That’s the beauty of 
service, too, that in trying to do good for others 
we find profound love in the craziest places.

Jesus says in the Gospel of Matthew, “‘For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill 
and you cared for me, in prison and you visited 
me.’ Then the righteous will answer him and 
say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked 
and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in 
prison, and visit you?’ And the King will say to 
them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you 
did for me.’” During Headlights preparation we 
always pray with this passage and Dan says 
something brilliant like, “Jesus is clearly among 
the poor.”  However, I realized during my time at 
Carroll that Jesus has a special option for the 
poor and vulnerable, and I have found this most 
prevalent in our society with the elderly. During 
my time at Carroll, I had the privilege of caring 
for an 83-year-old woman with Alzheimer’s. 
One day, her neighbor was struggling to eat 
her food during lunch and immediately I saw 
Jesus saying, “I was hungry and you gave me 
food.” So, I spoon-fed her, and it was a beautiful 
experience because I did not visit my elderly 
friend with the agenda to feed Jesus; Jesus just 
shows up in the most unlikely places. Carroll 
taught me why we do what we do: we serve and 
we love because we are loved. We find Jesus 
everyday, even when we have tests and papers. 
Finding Jesus and serving Jesus in 
our society brings a deeper love 
and joy as we fulfill our vocations.

Kelly Taft and Fr. Marc

Retreats and immersion trips are all 
grounded in the day-to-day experiences 
of Carroll students on campus. 
Through their daily interactions with 
one another, seeking the counsel 
of a peer minister, or discussions 
about faith in Cor and Via—the men’s 
and women’s groups—students are 
welcomed and challenged to grow 
in their faith through dialogue, 
prayer and the sacraments.

Many students come from other 
faith or non-faith backgrounds and 
yet find a place to explore a deeper 
expression of their faith while they are 
at Carroll. As Fr. Marc reiterates each 
year, “We offer a radical openness to 
everyone. We meet them where they 
are at with openness and freedom.” 

When contemplating the question of 
the the faith experience at Carroll and 
if it has changed through the years, I 
find myself returning to my original 
response of both “yes” and “no” with 
Fr. Marc summing it up perfectly, 
“Conversations and programs may 
change as we attend to the needs 
of those living in a given time and 
culture but the love of God made 
manifest in the life of Jesus Christ is 
constant and unchanging.” Fr. Marc 
added, “Our desire to encounter the 
living God and be transformed by 
Him remains the same so that our 
restless hearts may rest in Him.”

SPIRIT



Baird Linke, class of 2017, served in the Peer Ministry program during his junior and senior 
years. Peer ministers are a group of 15 students who live in the residence halls as part of Campus Ministry’s 

outreach. These students carry on the tradition of fostering fellowship and goodwill on campus, work on building 
community on the floors, and help in creating a positive campus atmosphere for students. Most importantly, 

these students are available to be a presence on campus, encouraging students to make their relationship with 
God an important part of their journey. Following graduation, Baird completed a year of service in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. He is returning to the states this fall to serve as the Innovation Coach at the Riverside Innovation Hub 
at Augsburg University in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and will enter the ministry program there. Baird’s journey as a 

student at Carroll, and now as a graduate, was and continues to be influenced greatly by his time as a peer minister.

I admired the openness and attention they 
brought to their work and I wanted to be a 
part of it. I was a peer minister from 2015 
to 2017, and in the span of those two years 
my faith-life developed into something I 
wouldn’t have been able to recognize before. 
I learned to love and be loved in ways I’d 
never experienced. The program pushed me 

to make my life an expression 
of my faith and invited me 
to learn and love different 
traditions to deepen and 
widen my relationship with 
God. Walking with people 
with different gifts, joys, and 
struggles during my time 
at Carroll challenged me to 

know myself first and foremost as a child 
of God and let everything follow from that. 
Campus Ministry didn’t make me into a 
different person, it empowered me to be 
who I’ve always been. That has led me to 
Argentina for the last year to walk with the 
Church here and meet God in unfamiliar 
faces and places, including myself. Without 
the faith Carroll nurtured in me, I would 
not be able to meet the challenges here 
but for the gifts they carry, and I know 
that same faith will continue to support 
and lead me in the future. That’s 
not surprising, of course. Like 
everything else at Carroll, faith 
is not for school, but for life.

    

As a Lutheran attending a Catholic 
school, I feel incredibly fortunate 
to have been so welcomed to share 
and grow my faith at Carroll. I 

was impressed by the way Campus 
Ministry starts with meeting people where 
they are, and they were there for me with my 
questions and took my experience seriously. 

Note: Alumni, we’d love to hear stories of your 
experiences with Campus Ministry at Carroll College 
and how those encounters have formed your journey 
in faith in the years since you were a student. Send 
us an email (editor@carroll.edu) or post a story or 
photo on one of our many social media channels.

Campus Ministry welcomes all prayer intentions. 
Send these to mlenneman@carroll.edu.
You can learn more about Campus Ministry at 
www.carroll.edu/campus-life/campus-ministry. 

Baird Linke and some classmates

Legendary Lodge at Salmon Lake
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Flexible and impactful experiential education enters 
into a new era at Carroll College. In an effort to 
broaden conversations to include multiple avenues of 

academic support for students, Career Services is transitioning 
to a new model of advisement in collaboration with Academic 
Advising, Veteran Services, and Global Education. With this 
new model, advising conversations will consist of a more holistic 
approach for a student’s learning and career aspirations. “Not 
for school, but for life,” is not just the college’s motto, but the 
mantra to which all advisors frame advising conversations.  
In addition to this new approach, Career Services implemented 
Handshake, a career services and advising platform beginning 
with the 2018-2019 academic year. This new tool has allowed 
Career Services to better serve students and alumni with 
currently over 3,000 active employers and 2,700 active job postings 
available to Carroll College. These numbers continue to grow 
with local, regional, and national employers and positions. 

A benefit of the Carroll College experience is that it provides students 
with the flexibility to design what their education will look like. Students 
have versatility with degree options and combinations, as well as with 
internship opportunities and experiences. Looking to complement their 
academic credentials, students seek out meaningful internship experiences. 
Examples of this include a Carroll health sciences student who was interested 
in a career in butchery and nutrition following graduation. His internship was 
through a meat processor, learning health side effects of different cuts of meat, 
while gaining experience with meat processing. This experiential education 
will enhance his graduate school application materials to study animal and 
meat science. Another example is of a student studying political science with an 
interest in non-profit management. This student was able to secure a valuable 
internship with the Montana Nonprofit Association assisting non-profits 
throughout the state with the lobbying process, which ultimately solidified 
her career interest in bridging non-profit efforts with the legislative process. 

Experiential education is not possible without the tireless commitment of industry 
partners. From students completing pre-med shadowing with St. Peter’s Health, to 
accounting and computer science students focusing on well-structured internships 
with Anderson ZurMuehlen & Co, to Lewis & Clark County’s support for actively 
engaging engineering students in the summer, Carroll is abundantly grateful to 
the many incredible employers who work closely to ensure Carroll College students 
understand how to apply their classroom learning to their desired career interest.

Through all of Career Services conversations with students, the ultimate goal is to find 
a culminating experience for students which incorporates their academic knowledge, 
industry interest, and personal philosophy into an internship that positively caps 
their time at Carroll College. The goal of this experience is to propel students into their 
career field open-minded, well prepared, and with an added-value level of experience.

ACADEMICS



Carroll College has an excellent reputation in the Helena community and 
we are delighted to hire student interns. Anderson ZurMuehlen has had 
great success with past students and we know that they are prepared 
for the business world. Every Carroll intern has arrived with a positive 
attitude and a willingness to work hard. I believe the primary benefit 
to students is having the exposure to real-world business projects. We 
currently have 11 full-time staff and one intern from Carroll and look 
forward to hiring more students and graduates of Carroll College.

MAGGIE LONG
EMPLOYER TESTIMONIAL Class of 1993, MS, 

HR Talent and Development Specialist
Anderson ZurMuehlen & Co. P.C.

“

WESLEY J. FEIST M.A., Career Services

To learn more about Carroll’s internships and career services, 
visit www.carroll.edu/academic-services/career-services.

From a young age, Maggie Zimmermann planned to attend Carroll College to study nursing 
and carry on the family tradition of being a Carroll Saint. However, she quickly determined 
nursing was not the right fit and became more interested in public and community health.
In addition to school, Maggie began working for a law firm in Helena, which specialized in 
health care law and policy. In the beginning, this was a part-time job she enjoyed that provided 
a steady income. However, she thought a more in-depth education could be gained from the 
experience. Through Career Services, Maggie inquired about earning internship credit for 
the position. With guidance, Maggie added duties and responsibilities of clerking for the law 
office, meeting with clients alongside attorneys and ultimately gained valuable experience by 
communicating regularly about the challenges and solutions facing health care administrators. 
Having had a positive internship experience, Maggie sought out additional opportunities 
for experiential education. She secured a semester-long internship to represent the state 
of Montana with the Fund for Global Health, focusing her time on activism and prioritizing 
an end to tuberculosis globally. Maggie performed research, collaborated with interns 
from around the United States, and advocated for the allocation of funds in the State and 
Foreign Operations Appropriations bills through the office of Senator Steve Daines. 
Initially, Maggie approached her double majors of public health and health 
sciences with trepidation about what the future may hold. However, after these 
immersive internship experiences, Maggie shared that “(her) fears turned into 
confidence.” Maggie’s advice to students, “Don’t stick with something just 
because it’s the plan, but rather find something that ignites passion.”

MAGGIE ZIMMERMANN
STUDENT PROFILE

Class of 2018, Public Health 
and Health Sciences

“ Don’t stick with something 
just because it’s the plan, 
but rather find something 

that ignites passion.

“

“
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In a move to better meet the needs of 
our students, Carroll College’s nearly 
40-year-old library is undergoing a 
transformation into a state-of-the-art 

resource and study center renamed the Jack 
and Sallie Corette Library and Simperman 
Learning Commons. With the 21st century 
student experience evolving to be more 
collaborative and innovative, it requires 
that study spaces and technology resources 
reflect these new ways of learning.

Renovating the existing library into the 
Corette Library and Simperman Learning 
Commons will not only transform learning 
at the college but it will establish the 
library as the “hub” of the student academic 
experience on campus. The intention of 
the remodel is to create the best possible 
learning environment for Carroll students, 
including social spaces, collaborative work 
settings, quiet individual study areas, 
technology access, and staff support.

In today’s environment, 
we have to use 

technology to enhance 
and more efficiently 
deliver information, 

knowledge and learning. 
I am excited that 

Carroll has taken up 
the challenge to create 

a learning and study 
environment that is 

responding to the needs 
of today’s students. 

The re-visioning of the 
library provides an 

excellent opportunity 
for the college to stand 

out among its peers 
and continue to attract 
the best and brightest 

to Carroll’s campus. 
I am pleased to be 

supporting a project 
that is enhancing the 
academic experience 

of our students.

This project is rooted in the college’s vision 
of the library as the foremost expression 
of Carroll’s commitment to providing 
students with the best possible educational, 
research and resource environment. This 
re-visioning of the Corette Library will 
create an inviting and innovative learning 
center where students can engage with 
each other, support staff and faculty, and 
find space for individual or group study.

The Jack and Sallie Corette Library and 
Simperman Learning Commons has been a 
dream of the college’s for over ten years, and 
through a very generous commitment by our 
lead donor, Roy Simperman, class of 1962, it is 
well on its way to becoming a reality. Designed 
by Mosaic Architecture and managed through 
Dick Anderson Construction, both of Helena, 
Mont., the project will be completed in 
four phases to ensure that the library will 
continue providing essential services as well 
as much-needed classroom and study space 
throughout construction. Phase I began 

—Roy Simperman ’62

CANDACE A. CAIN, ’82 Interim Vice President 
for Advancement
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THE JACK AND SALLIE CORETTE LIBRARY AND SIMPERMAN LEARNING COMMONS

in May 2018 and focuses on renovating the 
lower level with new and remodeled study 
spaces, creating the Center for Professional 
Communication (CPC), and redesigning 
archival space. Phases II–IV include adding 
a café, gallery space, and classroom and 
study areas while also renovating the 
upper level and administrative spaces. 

In Phase I, the CPC is the signature feature as 
it will transform teaching and learning across 
campus. At Carroll College, our educational 
foundation is built on the liberal arts and 
educating students in mind, body, and spirit. 
As such, we recognize that graduates entering 
the workforce must be prepared not only in 
their field of study, but also with additional 
skills such as written and oral communication, 
critical thinking, and problem solving. The 
CPC creates a one-stop shop for students to 
strengthen their writing and speaking skills 
while also introducing digital enhancement to 
communications skills. Rather than a center of 
remediation, the CPC will challenge students 

to push the boundaries of communication by 
offering cutting-edge technology and highly 
trained peer and professional mentors.

The CPC space has been carefully designed to 
serve as both collaborative and independent 
study space when not scheduled for support 
services, which allows the entire lower level 
of the library to be dedicated student space. 
During the planning process for the Corette 
Library and Simperman Learning Commons 
renovation, which included listening sessions 
and input from students, staff and faculty, we 
have remained committed to transforming 
this space into a student-centered building, 
where students take ownership of their 
education. In this space, learning will 
become visible as students personalize their 

intellectual and often social environment 
to fit their needs. Flexible furnishings will 
encourage students to design their study 
space, whether they seek collaboration or 
independence in their approach to learning.

Phase I is expected to be finished in winter 
2018 with the goal of having the Jack and 
Sallie Corette Library and Simperman 
Learning Commons entirely completed by 
the beginning of the 2020-21 academic year. 

We are immensely grateful to our generous 
donors who are making this project possible. 
We especially want to thank and acknowledge 
Roy Simperman whose vision challenged 
Carroll to think bigger and more boldly about 
what the future can look like for our students.

To learn more about this exciting addition to Carroll College, 
visit www.carroll.edu/carroll-campus/learning-commons.
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ABOVE  n  Ankar Wat, Cambodia in Dec. 2017  n   Mani Peninsula, Greece in May 2018           n   St. Charles Bridge, Prague, Czech Republic in Dec. 2016   BELOW  n   Republic Square Yerevan, Armenia

As Carroll College alumni from the class of 1996, Matthew and 
Erin (King) Eussen and their four children have lived and worked 
in more countries than most have even visited. Life as career 
diplomats has brought them to five countries in sixteen years. 
Befittingly, Matt and Erin met in Professor Bob Swartout’s class 
on diplomatic history. Matt, a political science/international 
relations major, was from Tumwater, Washington, and Erin was 
a transfer student originally from Honolulu, Hawaii, studying 
political science and history. While they didn’t originally envision 
careers in the U.S. Foreign Service, the draw of serving their 
country combined with the opportunity to represent the U.S. 
government overseas compelled them in that direction.  

tremendous change in a difficult neighborhood. 
While there, we experienced quite a bit:  
n the worst clash in the ongoing war between  

Armenians and Azerbaijanis in April 2016;
n two very controversial elections, where we 

took an active role in monitoring the polling;
n the armed takeover of a police station with 

significant political consequences;
n renewal of negotiations between 

Armenia and Azerbaijan over the 
contested area of Nagorno-Karabakh;

n growth in U.S. investment to over 
$600 million (not bad for a country of 
less than 3 million people); and

n the peaceful transition of power from a long-
time party of power through street protests.

All of these presented tremendous opportunities 
and challenges for U.S. foreign policy in an area 
that is not often in American minds. However, 
with a huge Armenian diaspora living in the 
United States, there was a great deal of attention 
paid to the country and the events there. Armenia 
is also a prime testing ground in pushing back 
on Russian malign influence, which the U.S. 
does most effectively through our transparency 
and providing our partners with options.

Erin: I was the head of the Consular Section, 
where I lead a team of eight Americans and 17 
local Armenian staff on all visas (immigrant 
and visitor), American routine citizen services 
(passports, notary services, birth certificates, 
voting abroad) and American emergency 
services (medical emergencies, destitution, 
arrests, and death) abroad. I was the principal 
advisor to the Ambassador on consular matters 
in Armenia. I led a talented team committed to 
high customer service standards, protecting 
Americans abroad, and facilitating legitimate 
travels while protecting our national borders.

2002–2004 
Kathmandu, Nepal

Matt & Erin: Vice Consul & 
Economic/Commercial Officers

2005–2007 
Amman, Jordan 

Matt: Vice Consul, Staff Aide, & 
Political-Military Affairs Officer
Erin: Chief of the 
Immigrant Visa Section

2008–2010 
Moscow, Russia 

Matt: Political Officer 
Erin: Chief of the Fraud 
Prevention Unit in the 
Consular Section 

2010–2013 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

Matt: Middle East Peace 
Process Officer

2010–2013 
Jerusalem

Erin: Chief of the Visa Unit 

2013–2015
Near Eastern Affairs 
Bureau, Syria Desk

Matt: Syria Desk Chief 
Erin: Consular Officer with 
the Office of Consular 
Systems and Technology

2015–2018 
Yerevan, Armenia

Matt: Head of the Political 
and Economic Section 
Erin: Head of the 
Consular Section

Eussens’ Posts 
in the Service

Carroll Magazine sat down with the Eussens to learn about their 
life as diplomats and what a career in the foreign service entails.

Tell us about your educational and professional background.

Matt:  After Carroll, I went to graduate school at The George 
Washington University in Washington, DC. I landed my first 
professional job at a private non-profit defense consultation 
service working on chemical, biological, radiological, and 
nuclear terrorism from 1998–2002, after which I entered 
the Foreign Service in March 2002 as a political officer. 

Erin:  Following Carroll, I worked a year at The Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Co. coordinating their leadership role in the 
Transatlantic Business Dialogue which focused on reducing 
standards and regulatory barriers between EU and US. I then 
worked for Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE) for two years; first as the 
special assistant to his Chief of Staff and then working on foreign 
policy issues. I entered the Foreign Service as an economic officer 
in March 2002, but converted to be a consular officer in 2005. 

You just returned from three years in 
Armenia. Tell us about your experience.

Matt:  I was the head of the Political and Economic Section, 
where I led a team of four Americans and seven local 
Armenian staff on all issues related to political, economic, 
commercial and border security, and served as a principal 
advisor to the Ambassador and to Washington on these 
issues in Armenia. Armenia was a fascinating place to 
work with incredible people and a country undergoing 
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ABOVE  n  Ankar Wat, Cambodia in Dec. 2017  n   Mani Peninsula, Greece in May 2018           n   St. Charles Bridge, Prague, Czech Republic in Dec. 2016   BELOW  n   Republic Square Yerevan, Armenia

How did your time at Carroll 
prepare you for your careers? 

Matt: We would not be here without Erik Pratt, 
Bob Swartout, Father Sullivan, Phil Weidman, 
and many others. Erik has been a particular 
mentor throughout the years. It still amazes 
me the scope of talent and skill that he and the 
relatively small program at Carroll have. The 
writing challenges and research requirements 
set me up very well for success in Washington 
and later in the service. 

What has a liberal arts degree given you 
that has been valuable in your careers?

Matt:  Carroll’s “not for school, but for life” 
approach meant that I had a full range of 
skills to apply in both graduate school and 
life. It helped give me the confidence to brief 
general officers and senior members of the 
Pentagon because I had the confidence in my 
research and the conclusions. Carroll gave 
me the opportunity to grow that kind of 
confidence with the right amount of critical 
review to succeed, rather than wither. 

Would you encourage students to 
pursue careers in diplomacy? 

Matt & Erin: Yes, but it is not for everybody. 
First and foremost, you have to accept that 
you are there to enforce and enhance the 
policy of elected leaders. Not everyone can 
work to further arguments that run counter 

to their own personal views. Second, you 
will be moving every two to three years, 
which presents amazing opportunities but 
also a lot of personal challenges—dating, 
family member employment, elder care 
issues, not being there for family/friend 
moments, inconsistent education for your 
children, etc. Third, you are not just working 
in a large bureaucracy, you are living in it. 
Everything takes paperwork, authorization, 
and justification. You are constantly living 
in a glass bowl, with your life open to many.  

If you can overcome all of this, it is an amazing 
career. Job dynamics that constantly change. 
Working for something larger than yourself on 
issues that matter. Career growth opportunity 
based on merit that can lead to a position as 
an Ambassador or a senior member of staff 
at the State Department. There is a lot of 
room for specialization which can allow you 
to focus on an issue set or a region. It is hard 
to beat if you like travel and exploring other 
cultures, while also defending U.S. interests.

Thoughts on the importance of 
diplomacy in today’s world.

Matt & Erin: Diplomacy is more important 
that ever. We need to shape our own narrative, 
rather than have others explain our policy. We 
need to engage with allies and enemies alike to 
address areas of difference and commonality. 
You can’t do that through social media or high 
level meetings alone. You need to have people 

on the ground who know foreign government 
officials, politicians, journalists, activists, 
businesses, and yes, even armed rebels. We 
are not past issues of war and peace, but 
diplomacy has evolved and will continue to 
evolve to address areas short of war—hybrid 
warfare for example. Diplomacy is also key 
to expanding U.S. trade and investment—
helping to secure favorable conditions for 
our businesses to compete. The United States 
is still the global leader, an indispensable 
member of the international community. 
With such a role comes opportunities and 
responsibilities. Diplomacy lets us shape them. 

What has surprised you or was unexpected 
about your career experiences?

Matt & Erin: We are surprised by how much 
of a bubble you live in—from the bureaucracy 
we live in to the constant attention paid 
to us by foreign security services. We 
knew these were issues coming in, but 
any sense of personal privacy is gone.

What has been the most important 
lesson you have learned from 
your careers thus far?

Matt & Erin: We have learned the importance 
of good leadership in supporting and building 
a high performing team. We have been 
fortunate to have some great leaders that gave 
us the support we needed to succeed while 
also mentoring in a way that we learned and 
developed. We hope to emulate them as we 
move to higher levels of leadership. 

What’s next for the Eussens?

Matt & Erin: We are in Turkish language 
training for the next year and will arrive 
in Ankara, Turkey, in the summer of 
2019.  Matt will serve as the Deputy Political 
Minister Counselor overseeing multiple 
units and Erin will be the Deputy Consul 
General handling visa policy for Turkey, 
as well as overall consular operations in 
Ankara. We will be in Ankara for at least 
two years and then who knows—part of 
that constant change in the service.
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Athletics

New Role, Familiar Face
Kurt Paulson was named the head 
coach of the Carroll College men’s 
basketball team on April 12. He 
was hired following an accelerated 
three-week hiring process that 
saw nearly a hundred applicants.
 
It was the culmination of more than 
a decade of work for Paulson. He 
worked his way around coaching 
ranks from college to high school and 
back to college, but always with an 
eye on returning to Helena, Montana, 
and the school that he helped lead to 
the NAIA semifinals and helped him 
grow into the man he has become.
 
“Carroll is a special place as we all 
know. For me to come back and 
contribute to the campus as the 
men’s basketball coach is a dream 

come true,” Paulson said. “I had some of the best memories of 
my life at this school and I want to help these young men have the 
same experience that I had at Carroll. I know that these players 
are going to graduate from Carroll with an excellent degree and 
great lifelong friendships and I am excited to be a part of that.”
 
Paulson had coaching stops at Carroll, the University of Montana, 
Bigfork High School, and Montana again before ascending to the 
Pac-12 level at Oregon State. With Carson Cunningham’s departure 
this spring after three straight trips to the NAIA tournament 
and back-to-back Frontier titles, he felt the time was right.
 
He sees a program with exceptional success and considerable talent 
still on the team and he hopes to continue that success right away 
both on the court and in the lives of the players he will coach.
 

“We want to build off of the great things that have been accomplished 
here,” Paulson said. “We want to move forward and keep building the 
program. We want to recruit quality student athletes, mentor them and 
push them to be well-rounded people. When they graduate from Carroll, 
we want them to have the skills to be successful out in the real world.”
 
The transition won’t be easy. He is a first-time college head coach and 
he enters a place with high expectations, but he plans on taking things 
as they come and not allowing the moment to get too big for him.
 
“I think the first year is going to be a learning curve with a lot 
of things coming at me,” Paulson said. “I have been trying 
to do my best to accomplish things a day at a time and take 
things as they come. It has been very busy. I have had a great 
support system with the athletic administration and everybody 
on campus. My wife and family have been very supportive. I am 
very excited about what the future holds for the program.”
 
He has a pair of veteran coaches to glean information from in 
Gary Turcott, his coach at Carroll and now the women’s basketball 
assistant, and women’s head coach Rachelle Sayers.
 
“Coach Turcott and Coach Sayers have been amazing so far,” Paulson 
said. “I’ve had a ton of questions for them and they have been so 
supportive to myself and men’s basketball. I am looking forward to 
working with them and supporting their program. It has been great 
to have them here to lean on a little bit and learn from them.”
 
Paulson is also excited about the leadership at Carroll. Athletic Director 
Charlie Gross has shown his ability to lead and the recent appointment 
of Dr. John Cech as president has Paulson looking to the future.
 
“I am very excited about Dr. Cech being on campus and to see his 
leadership and very grateful for Charlie Gross for what he is doing in 
the athletic department,” Paulson said. “I am excited to work with 
them and share in the excitement for the future of Carroll College.”

Academic Accolades

Carroll College athletics has always had high expectations. Our teams and athletes are not only successful 
on the field and courts, but in the classroom too. This year, 60 Carroll student-athletes earned NAIA 
Scholar-Athlete honors which means they were juniors or seniors with 3.5 GPAs or higher.
 
Sixteen Saints earned CoSIDA Academic All-District honors which is voted on by Sports Information Directors around the country. Four 
Saints: Isaac Bostrom (Men’s Soccer second-team), Todd Pays (Football first-team), Chris Emter (Track and Field second-team) 
and Jaylin Kenney, earned CoSIDA Academic All-America honors. Jaylin is the only athlete from any division to earn All-America 
honors in two spring sports (Softball first-team, Golf second-team). In addition, senior golfer Rachel Miles was named a Women’s Golf 
Coaches Association All-American Scholar for the 2017-18 season and senior Austin Egan, junior Stephen Santora and sophomore 
Benjamin Gardner were named Golf Coaches Association of America NAIA Srixon/Cleveland Golf All-America Scholars as well.
 
The high academic standard isn’t just limited to a few individual players on each team. All 15 teams 
achieved NAIA Scholar-Team honors which means that each of the teams had 3.0 GPAs or higher. That 
is a tall task and it is the fourth year in a row that all 15 teams have earned the honor.
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Basketball
Carroll College athletics saw its fair share of 
success and change this spring. The Fighting 
Saints picked up the second consecutive men’s 
basketball Frontier conference regular-season 
and tournament championship. This year, 
the Carroll women joined the fray, winning 
the first conference title in over a decade.
 
Both teams earned a first-round win at the 
NAIA Championship and post-season honors. 
Junior Hannah Dean was named Second-Team 
All-American while senior Ryan Imhoff earned 
NAIA National Player of the Year honors.
 
Men’s head coach Carson Cunningham was 
named the head coach at NCAA DI school University 
of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, Texas. 
Cunningham’s departure led to the return of Carroll 
alum Kurt Paulson ’06 as the head coach.

Golf
Carroll golf finished fourth on the women’s side 
and fifth on the men’s side. Senior Greg Jones 
closed his career with his best tournament, 
finishing second, just one shot off of the winner.

Softball
Carroll softball put up the best season in 
school history with a 28-22 mark. Five Saints 
earned Frontier conference honors, highlighted 
by senior Allison Bayer who was named to 
the Cascade Conference First-Team.

Track and Field
Carroll track and field was also successful. Twelve 
Saints earned 14 All-American honors, including 
seniors Janie Reid who took second in the marathon 
and Chance Hyatt who took third in the 1,500 
and was the final leg of the 4x800-meter relay 
that finished fourth. The Carroll women finished 
14th overall, just three points out of the top 10.

Carroll College won the Frontier Conference 
Bandy Memorial All-Sports Award for a record 
14th time. The Saints have more than double than 
any other team in Frontier Conference history. 

Fall Season
For a complete composite fall sports schedule, 
check out CarrollAthletics.com/schedule.

Carroll football and court sport season tickets 
are on sale now at the PE Center or by calling 
406-447-4480. Tickets to other sporting events 
can be purchased at the gate. Go Saints! 

TOP LEFT TO RIGHT n  Men's Basketball, Ryan Imhoff n Women's Basketball Conference Title Team  
MIDDLE LEFT TO RIGHT n Men's Golf, Greg Jones n    Track and Field, Chance Hyatt  
BOTTOM LEFT TO RIGHT n Softball, Allison Bayer n Spring 2018 All-American Track and Field Athletes

Spring Sports Wrap-Up
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Green Scene 
Carroll’s new Hunthausen Activity Center is the 
campus’ first green certified building. The HAC 
received Silver LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) certification by meeting 
the necessary standards set forth by U.S. Green 
Building Council. Incorporating environmentally 
friendly construction methods, sustainable 
materials and energy-efficient systems into the 
overall building plans supported the HAC’s LEED 
certification. Congratulations to Dowling Studio 
Architects, Morrison-Maierle Engineering and 
Dick Anderson Construction for their roles in 
creating this distinction for Carroll College.

Ecology in Ecuador
Carroll’s Environmental Program has been 
developing experiential ecology courses that expose 
students to learning outside of the classroom, 
including studying abroad. This past winter break, 
14 Carroll students led by professors of biology 
Dr. Grant Hokit and Dr. Travis Almquist traveled 
to Ecuador to study the tropical ecosystem. 
This trip is juxtaposed to January 2017’s 
ecology course (profiled in last summer’s Carroll 
Magazine), which had them spending two weeks in 
Yellowstone National Park in the heart of winter.

Saints Serve in Mexico
“I was deeply moved by the graciousness of our 
welcome, the exuberance and beauty of the kids, 
and the deep commitment to social justice and 
service on the part of the staff,” explained chemistry 
professor Dr. Kyle Strode who accompanied 
six Carroll pre-med students and three alumni 
medical practitioners to Santa Maria del Mexicano 
orphanage in Colon, Mexico, this past January, as 
part of the Montana Outreach Clinic. 

Bio Brains
Congratulations to the Carroll Biology class of 2018! 
As a cohort, they scored in the 94th percentile on 
the ETS Major Field Test. The test is administered 
at about 500 colleges and universities across 
the country. Carroll College Biology seniors have 
scored in the 90th percentile or above since Carroll 
started administering the exam over 20 years ago.

Carroll #1 for Transfers
Carroll’s transfer-friendly policies earned them a 
place on Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society’s 2018 
Transfer Honor Roll, which identifies the top four-year 
colleges and universities creating dynamic pathways 
to support transfer students. Carroll was one of only 
112 colleges and universities awarded this distinction 
nationwide and the only institution from Montana.  

TOP LEFT TO RIGHT  n   Hunthausen Activity Center  n   Students in Ecudaor  n   Carroll pre-med students travel to Mexico  n   Biology students  BOTTOM LEFT TO RIGHT  n   Rossiter students in Carroll classrooms            n   Carroll College Talking Saints  n   Dr. Mike Franklin with wife Georgia Lovelady  n   Dr. Cech with Helena Public Schools partners in Early Access   n   Symphony Under the Stars 

Twenty-Eight Years
Congratulations to the Carroll College Talking 
Saints! In January, the forensics team made it 28 
straight years winning or sharing the top award 
at the Northwest Forensics Conference. Plus, 17 
individual students brought home 40 total awards, 
including eight first-place finishes. The Talking 
Saints were competing against 23 colleges from five 
states and they were also awarded the Gold Medal 
Program Award, the region’s top year-long award.

Carroll Home to Rossiter
Just as Carroll said good-bye to 298 students 
at commencement on Saturday, May 12, we 
welcomed 473 new students to campus on the 
following Monday. Although there is a twist; instead 
of 18–22 year olds, they were 5–11 year olds. Carroll 
College partnered with the Helena School District to 
provide temporary classroom space for Rossiter 
Elementary School due to flooding in the Helena 
Valley that rendered their school inaccessible 
for the remainder of the school year. Rossiter 
students and staff members were able to utilize 
classrooms in St. Charles Hall, Simperman Hall, the 
Civil Engineering Building, as well as space in the 
Campus Center and the Hunthausen Activity Center. 

Campus News

News from the Hilltop
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Creating Pathways
Carroll College has begun offering a new initiative in 
partnership with Helena area schools. The Carroll Early 
Access program provides the opportunity to high school 
juniors and seniors to enroll in college-level courses 
tuition-free at Carroll beginning this fall. “Through this 
program, Carroll College seeks to provide an authentic 
college experience to our local students,” said Dr. 
John Cech. “We hope the experience will encourage 
these students to continue their education following 
graduation and that Carroll will be top of mind.”

May the Force Be With You
Record crowds and food donations marked the 15th 
Annual Symphony Under the Stars held on Carroll’s 
campus in mid-July. A collaboration between Carroll 
College, the Helena Symphony and the Helena 
Community Credit Union, the event has become a 
staple of the summer music scene in Montana. This 
year celebrated the epic space opera music of “Star 
Wars” and brought in a record-breaking 19,200 pounds 
of canned food for Helena Food Share. “Carroll loves 
hosting this signature event in Montana and we couldn’t 
have had a more beautiful evening to share our campus 
with 18,000 friends,” said Carroll President John Cech.

Honoring Mike's Memory
Dr. Mike Franklin was the beloved director of 
Counseling Services at Carroll College for eleven 
years. He lost a long and courageous battle with 
depression in the fall of 2014. Last spring, two of 
Mike’s close friends donated $42,000 anonymously 
to establish the Mike Franklin Endowed Scholarship at 
Carroll College in his memory, which provides $2,000 
annually to a health sciences or public health major.

Raising Awareness
Carroll students enrolled in Professor Kelly Parsley’s 
Public Health Theories and Practice course were 
asked by Youth Connections and Helena’s Drugged 
Driving Prevention Task Force to assess the problem 
of prescription drug abuse in the Helena area and to 
create a program for area residents. The students 
presented their research at both SURF and the 
state capitol where Montana political leaders and 
public health officials came together to speak on 
the prescription drug abuse problem in Montana. 
The students developed posters, hosted educational 
community meetings and assisted with a statewide 
television PSA about prescription drug abuse.

Welcome to Our New VPEMM
Dr. Chato Hazelbaker has been selected as the 
new Vice President of Enrollment Management and 
Marketing at Carroll College. “Chato brings with him 
a passion for Carroll's mission, an understanding of 
our Catholic identity, and a true commitment to the 
students,” said President John Cech. “This is a newly 
integrated position for the college and Chato’s extensive 
background in marketing and communications at 
the university and college level will be a valuable 
asset to our enrollment initiatives. He has a strong 
understanding of the higher education landscape in 
Montana and the Pacific Northwest as well as the 
power of a liberal arts college rooted in the Catholic 
intellectual tradition. His collaborative management 
style coupled with his experience working across 
disciplines makes him the right choice at the right 
time for Carroll.” Hazelbaker has worked for eighteen 
years in higher education primarily in marketing and 
communication roles with a strong emphasis on 
strategic enrollment management. He earned his B.A. 
at Rocky Mountain College, his M.A. at Crown College 
and holds a doctorate in Organization Development 
from the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota.
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Program Enhancements

20.8 Million Thank Yous 
Carroll College’s largest capital campaign to-date, 
the MIND BODY SPIRIT Campaign, was able to come 
to a successful close this spring thanks to all who 
gave so generously. The college closed the campaign 
having exceeded its goal of $20 million by raising a 
total of $20.8 million over the course of the four-year 
campaign. 

“The completion of the MIND BODY SPIRIT Campaign 
represents a considerable achievement for Carroll. Not 
only have these gifts provided the resources to construct 
buildings and enhance programs, they exemplify the 
faith and commitment our friends, supporters and 
alumni have for Carroll,” said Candie Cain, Interim Vice 
President for Advancement. “The willingness of so 
many to provide transformational support to the college 
demonstrates that people recognize the impact of what 
is happening on Carroll’s campus, in our classrooms 
and across the globe. The influence Carroll graduates 
have on our communities is evident. And people 
acknowledge and support that generously. I am humbled 
by the support for the MIND BODY SPIRIT Campaign 
that has forever changed the skyline of Carroll and the 
educational experience of our learning community.”

Campus News

“ “Being involved in the Anthrozoology 
program at Carroll College had a 
tremendous impact on my life. 
 —Whitney Call ’08

Alumna Gifts $1.2 Million 
to Anthrozoology 
Carroll’s popular Anthrozoology program is preparing 
for a new canine center, thanks to a generous donation 
from Whitney Call, a 2008 Carroll College graduate, and 
her family. 

The family gifted $1,250,000 through the FJM Impact 
Fund to support construction of the Perkins Call 
Canine Center, and partial compensation for a 
Center director for five years. The Center will house 
Anthrozoology faculty in canine, equine, and wild animal 
disciplines and provide space for classroom instruction, 
research, veterinary examinations, canine training, and 
human-animal bond activities. Construction is slated to 
begin in the fall of 2019. 

Whitney and her dog Fender were the first student-
canine team to earn a minor in the human-animal 
bond program which has since developed into the 
robust Anthrozoology program. “Being involved in 
the Anthrozoology program at Carroll College had a 
tremendous impact on my life,” said Whitney Call. 
“Gaining a deeper understanding into the interactions 
between humans and animals, and the ways in 
which we can partner with animals to have mutually 
beneficial relationships, helped me to determine a 
career path and changed my life in a positive way. 
The experiences I had in the program helped me grow 
not only from an academic standpoint, but were also 
fun and fulfilling. I hope that many more students 
can benefit from the program in coming years.”

New Degree Offered 
in Data Science 
In response to the high demand in the workforce 
for data scientists, Carroll has introduced a new 
undergraduate degree in Data Science through its 
Math, Computer Science and Engineering Departments.

The program is naturally multidisciplinary and gives 
students a wide body of knowledge to draw from in 
order to solve problems and communicate solutions. 
“Data science is not just restricted to the technical fields 
such as math, statistics, and computer science. There 
are very few industries these days that have not been 
impacted by big data analysis and data science. 
Companies are gathering massive amounts of data 
on their customers and their products and they need 
people with the proper skill sets to analyze it. This 
is precisely what we’re preparing our students for,” 
said Eric Sullivan, associate professor of mathematics. 

Carroll has piloted several data science courses which 
have already resulted in Carroll College students 
acquiring internships and research experiences 
doing data science. One student will be working 
as a machine learning and data science intern for 
a diabetes research group in Seattle this summer. 
Another student will be doing artificial intelligence 
research at UCLA. A third student has been doing 
data science and statistics consulting work for a 
local Helena business. “These opportunities have 
arisen out of our new program at Carroll and we look 
forward to placing more students in opportunities 
such as these moving forward,” said Sullivan. 

To learn more about the Data Science 
degree at Carroll College, visit 
www.carroll.edu/academic-programs/data-science.

“

“

Not only have these gifts 
provided the resources to 
construct buildings and enhance 
programs, they exemplify the 
faith and commitment our 
friends, supporters and alumni 
have for Carroll.
—Candie Cain ’82
     Interim VP for Advancement
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Carroll Connect

Stay connected with Carroll 
through Carroll Connect, our alumni 
online platform. Search for 
and message fellow alumni, post 
photos or comments, search for jobs, 
get the latest Carroll news, 
read alumni spotlights, check out 
upcoming events, and find ways you can 
become involved with Carroll. Go to 
www.carrollconnect.com and join today.

GalaCelebrating Our Students
Founders
Save the Date
Proceeds from the gala will support student scholarships.
For more information, please visit carroll.edu/foundersgala.

Friday, November 2, an evening on the Carroll campus



 Boise | October 5
 Butte | October 11
 Billings | October 18
 Las Vegas | October 21
 Great Falls | November 8
 Missoula | November 14
 Kalispell | November 15
 Seattle | January 24
 Portland | January 27
 Spokane | February 10
 

President Cech will be visiting the 
following cities to meet with our 

alumni, friends and parents. Mark 
your calendars and plan to join us!

Carroll Presidential Tour

Event details can be found online at www.carroll.edu/alumni or by calling Reneé Wall at 406-447-5169.

Alumni Update

Welcoming Our New Alumni
One of the greatest joys of my position at Carroll is 
welcoming the new graduates as they join the Carroll 
College Alumni Association. Watching these young men 
and women cross the stage to receive their diplomas 
reminded me of what a special place Carroll is. Through 
the assistance of their advisors and professors, some 

of the graduates had majors specifically designed to their interests 
and talents. Others touted the honors of summa cum laude after four 
years of rigorous classroom challenges; some doing so while working 
just as hard to be outstanding student-athletes. There were graduates 
who had full-time jobs and others who added full-time parents to 
their list of daily responsibilities. They each had their own journey to 
get to this point and now we are proud to call them Carroll alumni.

So what does it mean to be a Carroll College alumna or alumnus? You 
have a degree from Carroll, which makes you an alum but it’s so much 
more than just that piece of paper. Carroll alumni are the ambassadors 
of the college. Through your professional accomplishments, you 
demonstrate the academic excellence that prepared you for that 
position. Through your involvement with your church or service 
organization, it reinforces the mission of the college to respect and 
serve those in your community who need it the most. Through your 
conversations with others, you can share the story of Carroll with 
someone who may be in the college search process. Through your 
feedback, you can help the college evolve and grow while continuing 

to stay true to its mission. Through your gifts to the college, you can 
ensure that we are able to provide scholarships to today’s Carroll 
students—those who will someday join you as alumni. There is an 
honor and responsibility that goes with being Carroll College alumni.

There will be many opportunities to stay in touch with the college 
in the upcoming months. Make plans to attend Homecoming and 
Family weekend, September 21–23. For all the details and to make 
reservations go to www.carroll.edu/alumni/homecoming-family-
weekend. In the coming months, we will be traveling to many 
communities in Montana and the Northwest to introduce President 
Cech to our alumni, parents and friends. You can find the list of 
cities and dates below. Mark your calendar now to attend your local 
event. Don’t forget to use Carroll Connect to communicate with your 
classmates, volunteer to help with your local alumni event, assist the 
admission office with their recruitment efforts, or become a mentor 
to a current student or young alumni. If you have not already done 
so, join Carroll Connect today at carrollconnect.com. As always, 
please feel free to contact me directly at rwall@carroll.edu or call 
406-447-5169. I am always happy to hear from our alumni!  

Take care and God bless, 

RENEÉ WALL ’87
Director of Alumni and Family Relations
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Homecoming
FAMILY WEEKEND

SEPTEMBER 21-23 2018

SEPT 23
Mass in the All Saints Chapel

Wrap up the weekend among new and old friends at the Alumni, 
Family and Friends Farewell Brunch.

SUN
9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Golden Circle Breakfast for all alumni who graduated 50 or more 
years ago. Gather with former classmates and new friends as we celebrate 
how early students established Carroll’s strong foundations.

Estate planning seminar

Alumni Awards Luncheon honoring 2018 Academic Achievement 
Award recipient Randy Hunter, DVM ’77; Alumni Hall of Fame inductee Tom 
McCarvel ’71; and Young Alumni Award winner Blair (Parker) Fjeseth ’10.

Carroll ASCE fundraiser golf tournament 

Soirée en Blanc, a festive Parisian-style dinner in white staged by the 
Carroll French program. 

Root for your favorite Saints and former classmates at the women’s 
basketball alumni game.

Saints at Sunset check-in, welcome reception, and a chance to visit 
with Dr. John and Victoria Cech.

Join alumni and current students and their families for an evening of 
comic entertainment by Chris James. 

SEPT 21FRI
9:30 AM

11 AM
NOON

NOON

5:30 PM

7 TO 8:30 PM

5 PM

8:30 PM

On Friday afternoon and Sunday morning, the Carroll Hunthausen 
Activity Center is open to all alumni, parents, and families. Put on your 
sneakers to test out an elliptical machine or shoot hoops in Jack’s Gym. Open 
to those 18 or older. 

FRI 1-5 PM SUN 7-9 AM

FRI 4 PM SAT 9:30 AM
Campus Tours—Explore the new spaces on the hilltop, including the 
student apartments, the beautiful All Saints Chapel, and the expansive, 
light-filled Hunthausen Activity Center.

For details and a full schedule of events, pricing, and to register,
visit www.carroll.edu/homecoming.

SEPT 22
Athletic Hall of Fame Breakfast celebrating our 
2018 inductees: Kyle Baker ’06, Football; Sinan Guler ’04, 
Basketball; Bryan Hilborn ’94, Football; Owen Koeppen ’09, 
Football; Andrea (Hall) Theis ’06, Basketball; Stacey (Phillipe) 
Wine ’99, Volleyball; the 2003-04 Women’s Basketball Team; and 
the 2004-05 Women’s Basketball Team.

Family Weekend Brunch. All family are encouraged 
to join their son/daughter in the Saint Thomas Aquinas Dining 
Hall (STAC) for a delicious brunch and a few words from 
President John Cech and Kennedy Bahm our ASCC President.

Family Mass with Fr. Marc Lenneman at the All Saints 
Chapel 

Feed your inner cheerleader at the family-friendly Saints 
Tailgate Party and get ready for Fighting Saints football.  

Homecoming football game against the Southern 
Oregon University Raiders kicks o¢ at 1 p.m. Athletic Hall of Fame 
inductees will be introduced at halftime.

Catch a hilarious performance by Mimeprov, Carroll's 
improv comedy troupe. 

Dance the night away alongside current Carroll students, 
families and friends at the Homecoming Swing Dance. 

SAT
8:30 AM

11:30 AM

1 PM

7 PM

8 PM

8:30 TO 10 AM

10:30 AM



“ “Don’t be afraid to be changed. Don’t stop 
challenging yourself. Aspire to kindness, and seek 
people who make you kinder. 
— Becca Poliquin ’18

“Be open to surprise,” “Embrace your mistakes,” and “Aspire to kindness,” 
were some of the sage words of advice offered to the 298 graduates of the 
class of 2018 at Carroll College’s 108th commencement ceremony.

Having been selected as the 2017 Outstanding Teaching Award 
recipient, Associate Professor of Psychology Dr. Leslie Angel 
provided the opening remarks for the ceremony. Following Professor 
Angel, senior class speaker Rebecca “Becca” Poliquin of Hamilton, 
Montana, shared insights acquired from her time at Carroll.

The college’s Bishop Gilmore Memorial Award for Outstanding Scholarship 
was awarded to five seniors who had attained the highest grade point average 
after four years at Carroll: Maria Carparelli of Helena, Montana, Jaylin 
Kenney of Polson, Montana, Matthew McHugh of Missoula, Montana, 
Sierra Ross of Helena, Montana, and Kyle Steiger of Pompeys Pillar, 
Montana. In addition, Elisabeth “Lizzy” Younce of Pullman, Washington, 
received the Michael Murphy Award for Outstanding Collegiate Citizenship. 

In recognition for having served the college long and with distinction, three 
retiring faculty members, Professor of French Nathalie Caulliez, Professor 
of Business Bethalee Schoyen and Professor of Education Lynette Zuroff, 
were conferred the title of professor emerita for their combined 103 years 
of service to Carroll. Two annual faculty awards were also conferred. The 
Outstanding Teaching Award recipient was Dr. Caroline Pharr, associate 
professor of chemistry, and Dr. Jessica McManus, assistant professor 
of psychology, was presented with the Distinguished Scholar Award. 

Also participating in the ceremony were Carroll’s 50- and 60-year 
jubilarians, who returned to the hilltop to receive their 50th anniversary 
“golden diplomas” and their 60-year pins, totaling 29 in all.
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“ “Believing in you isn’t about enabling you, 
just giving the things you want—it’s about 
empowering you with tools to grow in self-
awareness and aspiration. 
— Becca Poliquin ’18

“ “

Embrace the mistakes. Learn from them. 
Grow from them. Share them. 
— Professor Leslie Angel

2018

“ “Be what you are—because who 
you are is what our world and our country 
need now more than they ever did. 
— Interim President Fr. Stephen Rowan
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BOB “PUTTER” PETRINO SR.
April 18, 1937 – July 26, 2018

A legendary figure in Carroll athletics left us on July 26 with the passing of Hall of Fame Coach Bob “Putter” 
Petrino, Sr. at the age of 81. Petrino served as the head football coach of the Fighting Saints for 28 years, 
beginning in 1971. He guided the Saints to a 163-90-2 record with a .644 winning percentage, winning 
17 Frontier Conference Championships and earning bids to the NAIA Playoffs nine times. He tallied four 
undefeated regular seasons. He was the winningest coach in Carroll history at the time of his retirement. He 
ranks 24th all-time in wins in NAIA history. Of his 28 seasons at Carroll, he carried winning records in 24 of 
them. He mentored 17 All-Americans and was named the Frontier Conference Coach of the Year 13 times.

He is a member of five Hall 
of Fames, including the NAIA 
National Hall of Fame, the Montana 
Coaches Hall of Fame, the Butte 
Athletic Hall of Fame, the Carroll 
College Hall of Fame and the 
Helena Sports Hall of Fame. 

Please share your stories 
and recollections of Coach 
Petrino by sending them to 
news@carroll.edu. 
 

  n  BOTTOM (L-R) John Kowalski, Coach Petrino, Joe Hammond  TOP (L-R)  John Downs, Frank Ursich, Gary Hoovestal
  n   Coach Petrino receives the Rob “Swede” Kenison Memorial Award at the 2014 Carroll homecoming football game.

“

“

Coach Petrino meant a lot to Carroll and to the Helena 
community with his leadership qualities and with his 
commitment to athletics and football. He had a great 
career in his 28 years here. Our staff is blessed that 
we are able to follow in his footsteps and build on the 
foundation that he had built with Carroll football.
—Coach Mike Van Diest

Obituaries & Farewells

GENE JOHN ETCHART ’33 
December 26, 1916 – May 3, 2018

Carroll’s oldest living alumnus and a lifelong supporter 
of the college, Gene Etchart ’33, passed away at 
the age of 101 in Glasgow, Mont., on May 3, 2018. 

Gene’s earliest connection to Carroll was enrolling as 
a student at Mount St. Charles High School in 1929. 
A member of the Class of 1933, Gene received his 
honorary doctorate of laws degree from Carroll in 
1976. He was instrumental in the building of Nelson 
Stadium as it was his friendship with Warren Nelson 
that led to the generous donation to the college. 

Gene was a devoted Saints fan and his unwavering 
support for Carroll has been an example to many.

Gene is pictured with daughter Janeen McCarvel and 
son, John Etchart ’67 (who passed away in 2017). 

Impact
WITHIN

THE

t
Your annual fund gift supports

Carroll students within their area of study,
within the community, and as they continue 

to make a positive impact in the future. 

MAKE A GIFT TODAY AT WWW.CARROLL.EDU/IMPACT OR SUBMIT THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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PAID 
Carroll College

Academic excellence. A liberal arts 

foundation. An array of pre-professional 

offerings. And an attitude shaped by a 

belief in ourselves, our mission, and our 

culture. This, springing from our Catholic, 

diocesan identity, forms a powerful bridge 

between our history and our present that 

fosters bold thinking, compassionate 

service, and distinctive moments of 

discovery that you simply don’t find 

anywhere else. 

Distinctively Carroll

Tell the student in your life to visit Carroll College 

and begin creating moments that last a lifetime.

www.carroll.edu/visit


